
Grange pupils and staff enjoyed a creative and colourful Diwali Day this week and many other curriculum 
related activities. 
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Acer class have been learning about Hinduism and  the Hindu festival of Diwali. We found out why Diwali is 
celebrated and used our senses to explore the festival.   
 
Josh: I saw diya lamps. Hindu’s celebrate Diwali. They eat food like naan bread.   
Max: I liked doing the Indian dancing and using the colourful ribbon. I also tasted some food. My favourite 
was the naan bread and poppadom.   
Hamza: We celebrated Diwali. I saw rangoli patterns. It was rice.   
Alex: I enjoyed tasting the food that people eat at Diwali. My favourite was the naan bread.   
Connor: I made a diya lamp using paper. They are used to light up. I also tasted some foods that are eaten at 
Diwali.  
Harry: Hindus celebrate Diwali. Lakshmi is the God of wealth.   
Aaron: I tasted some food. I liked the pilau rice. At Diwali, Hindu’s pray to God.   

Acer 

Pine class have been learning about how and where the ancient Egyptians lived and what was important to 
the daily lives of ancient Egyptians. They have explored artefacts from ancient Egypt and who Tutankhamun 
was and how mummies were made.  
 
Allen: Ancient Egyptians drew pictures and symbols on paper called papyrus to communicate with other 
Egyptians. Pharaohs were buried in coffins with gold and jewels if they were important people.  
Ben: A man called Howard Carter found Tutankhamun’s tomb, it was filled with ancient Egyptian artefacts. 
There was a mummy living inside it and it was covered in bandages.  
Alfie: The rich pharaohs and their families arranged for their funerals a long time before they died. They 
believed that they need objects to be buried with them to help them with their afterlife.  
Thomas: Africa is surrounded by Europe and Asia and there are pyramids built for the ancient pharaohs.  
Marcus: The Egyptian climate is hot and dry. People lived by the river Nile because it was the best way to get 
their food and their trade.  
Owyn: Papyrus is a weed that grows along the river Nile and the ancient Egyptians used it to make their 
things. They made paper, baskets, sandals, and mats.   

Pine 



Elm 

There have been some spooky goings on in Elm class this week! We started the week with plenty of treats: 
pumpkin decorating, skeleton pictures, and crispy cakes with popping candy. In Geography this week we 
looked at the different housing types found in our local area. We found out that there are more semi-
detached houses near us than any other house type.  
 
Tristan: We went on a walk and then we looked at the houses and we ticked the ones we saw. We made a 
pictogram with the houses we saw.  
Oliver: In Geography we went for a walk. We were looking at different houses. I saw a semi-detached, a 
bungalow, a flat and mobile home. My favourite type of house is a semi-detached house because that’s 
Mum’s house.  
Ryan: We ticked on the paper; we saw some flats.  
Tyrese: I have liked all the activities this week. For Halloween I got lots of sweets and on our walk, I saw lots of 
different houses.  
Kaiden: Halloween was fun because we found pumpkins and I have saved some of my sweets!  
Hannah: We went for a Trick or Treat in the different classes. We went to Willow class Maple class, Ash class 
and Birch class and Oak class. I made a skeleton picture because it looks lovely and a bit scary as well.   
Amber: On Halloween we went to knock on each of the classes doors to get sweets. We made cups to put 
them in. We tried to find pumpkins outside and we made a skeleton out of earbuds.  
Ruby: We went Trick or Treating and we made skeletons and we made cups to put our sweets in which I 
though was cool.  
Justine: On Halloween we went trick or treating in the school. We visited other classes like Ash and Maple. 
We made crispy cakes with popping candy. I was happy!  
Saya: We went walking and saw lots of houses. For Halloween we were going trick or treating and they gave 
us lots of sweets. We made a skeleton and crispy.  

Hazel class have been celebrating Diwali. We have taken part in lots of fun activities at School and we also 
had the exciting opportunity to go to St John’s School for an interactive session.  
  
Harry:  I liked the Diwali rangoli pattern in Art. We made a colourful pattern using coloured rice. I learnt that 
Diwali is the celebration of light and that they worship the god Lakshmi.  
Lucas:  We made and decorated biscuits and we put coloured rice on the floor to make a pattern. I learnt 
that Diwali celebrates Hinduism.  
Baron:  For Diwali we went to St John’s School, we had to balance things on our heads and play the drums. It 
was funny; it was nice to see the other children.  
Reece:  We went to St John’s School yesterday, we listened to a guy telling us all about Diwali and we did lots 
of activities.  
John-Paul: We decorated biscuits; I came second place in the class vote for biscuit. I learnt that Diwali is the 
festival of light.  
Alfie: I decorated biscuits with colourful patterns. Yesterday we went to another school, it was crazy, but we 
were learning about Diwali.  
Bradley: Diwali is the festival of light and it is about the Goddess Lakshmi and other Gods. We went to St 
John’s School; I was dressed up as the Goddess Lakshmi.  
Kalen: We made a colourful pattern using dyed rice, I enjoyed this activity, I found it really satisfying. We went 
into an interactive car. Diwali is the festival of light and the man yesterday was teaching us about God, he 
had 2 candles and used one to light the other one to represent that there is one God.  
Ray: We used colourful rice to make a pattern. We coloured in rangoli patterns. We went to St John’s School 
and watched a show that taught us all about Diwali.  
Rodney: We decorated biscuits. We made a big pattern on the Art room floor with coloured rice.   

Hazel 



Oak 

Oak class celebrated Diwali at school. We learnt about the story of Rama and Sita, made rangoli patterns, 
firework art and lanterns. It was a fun and exciting day learning about the Hindu Festival of Light.  
 
Ashmit: I love Rama. He is a part of Diwali.  
Amelia: There is a king of the monkeys. He loves to climb.  
Cody: Rama was blue. He had a red thing on his head and he killed the guy with 20 arms and 10 heads.  
Kajetan: Prince and princess. Kind.  
Levi: There was lots of monkeys.   
Samuel: I made green fireworks.  
Seth: The bad guy who had 20 arms and 10 heads stole the girl! (Sita)  
Stefano: They had to have a battle and it was a big battle. Rama killed the demon.  
Steven: The girl (Sita) got tricked by the demon man.  

Sycamore 

Sycamore had a visit from Carol the Car from Bedfordshire Road Safety Team to learn about road safety and 
how to be safe when out in the community. Sycamore also had a great time celebrating Diwali on Friday 4th 
November. We participated in many different workshops including Diwali dancing, building a rice rangoli and 
learning about how this is celebrated by other cultures. 
 
Callum: Last week I enjoyed doing hockey in PE because my team won and we had great team tactics. I 
also enjoyed Diwali celebrations because we created a rangoli out of coloured rice.  
Abiah: I have enjoyed everything about being at school! I have particularly enjoyed creating a 
remembrance wreath by sewing poppies with red material and black buttons. 
Kirsty: During science this week we have been learning about chromatography and I enjoyed doing the 
experiment with different coloured inks. I also enjoyed the Diwali celebrations and building a mandola with 
different coloured rice.  
Rebecca: I have enjoyed art lessons recently as we are learning about pop art and I have been able to 
design my own pop art design using different hearts.  
Dawid: I have done many different science experiments and I enjoyed burning magnesium. It created a 
bright light when it burnt! I have also enjoyed doing the Cooper run in PE lessons.  
Josiah: I have enjoyed doing many different science experiments. We had Carol the Car visit from 
Bedfordshire Safety Team, and I enjoyed taking part in the interactive car and learning about road safety.  
Ethan: I have enjoyed science experiments and I enjoyed decorating biscuits on Diwali. This is because we 
got to use lots of brightly coloured icing and toppings.  
Oumar: I have enjoyed taking part in PE lessons because I have explored different sports. Hockey is my 
favourite so far! I also enjoyed the interactive car that came in from Bedfordshire Council. 

Ash class enjoyed trick or treating around the other primary 
classes. We dressed up and got some sweets.   
 
Carter: Knock knock, trick or treat, who are you?  
Harrison: I’m a little ghost.   
Lucy: Trick or treat. I am a cat. Meow.   
Alex: Sweets. Trick or treat. Lolly.   
Olivia: Witch.   
Aneyk: Trick or treat. Can I have a lollipop please?   

Ash 



 

Certification News 

Each week at the start of lessons pupils complete typing challenges and the results we are seeing across the 
school are fantastic.  Lucas (Hazel class) achieved a score of 404 with 96% accuracy in his lesson this week. 
The typing challenges help pupils to recognise the location of characters on a keyboard, start to teach them 
to touch type and that speed is not always best. 
To all pupils at Grange – Keep up the good work! 

Congratulations to Reece and Bradley in Hazel class for completing the EVERFI Digital Compassion Project: 
Kindness in the Classroom.  EVERFI is an online learning platform providing courses on Digital Wellbeing and 
staying safe online.  Classes across the school are working to complete a range of courses, all pupils who pass 
the courses will receive a recognised certificate for their school portfolios. 

Purple Mash Typing 

Elm class have started working on their entries for the Purple Mash Festive Card Competition. 
In Sycamore pupils have been creating digital guidebooks to South America. Dawid created this striking 
image above to go in his guidebook. 

Activities Across School 

Across the school pupils are working on a variety of different projects and the results of these efforts is 
brilliant.  Keep up the excellent ICT work - Mrs Rowley is very proud of you all. 
 

 



Diary Dates 

Children in Need Day Friday 18th November 2022 (mufti day) 

BILTT Pupil Fun Day Friday 9th December 2022 (more details to follow) 

Christmas Fayre Saturday 10th December 2022 -11am to 2pm 

End of Term Friday 16th December 2022 

Our BILTT Xmas Fayre will bring together all our schools 
for one single family festive event for the very first time 
this year.  
 
We are busy working with the Friends of Grange and St. 
John’s PTA committee members to plan the event but 
we still urgently need volunteers, raffle and tombola 
prizes and your ideas for what will make the event a 
huge success.  If you can support us in any way please 
contact jane.hutchings@biltt.org 

BILTT will be offering an digital safeguarding session on Wednesday 30th November 2022 at 6.30pm.  This 
session will be a virtual session via Microsoft Teams. 
 
If you would like to attend please complete the slip on the letter sent home this week.  A copy of this letter 
can be found on the website or email mel.wooding@biltt.org 

Online Safety:  What are the risks of using WhatsApp? 
 
• Bullying, particularly in group chats 
• Seeing content of a sexual nature, or showing violence and hatred 
• Settings that allow messages to disappear after 24 hours or 7 days. This could make it harder to track 

bullying, and your child might share things they wouldn’t otherwise because it’ll disappear 
• Sharing their live location, particularly with people they don’t know in person 
• Spam or hoax messages 
• Being exposed to strangers through group chats 
• WhatsApp says the minimum age to use it is 16, but younger children can still use it easily 
 
For further information visit the school website and follow the link www.st-johns-school.co.uk/online-safety 

Other Notices 

WhatsApp 

Online Safety Session for Parents 

mailto:jane.hutchings@biltt.org
mailto:mel.wooding@biltt.org
http://www.st-johns-school.co.uk/online--safety



