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Beech 
It has been a very busy half term with lots of exciting learning activities and special events being put on for 
the enjoyment of our pupils. Beech class have settled in very nicely to the class and school routines. October 
sees the celebration of Black History Month in which we think about the contributions and successes of black 
people in our community, the UK and the world. We spent some time creating some African inspired batik 
prints. We have also had Hello Yellow day this month. This is where we raised money for Young Minds and 
considered the importance of maintaining good mental health. The nurture classes were lucky to spend time 
working together and taking part in a carousel of activities to enhance good mental health and wellbeing. 
 
Asia: Hello Yellow Day was so fun as I got to do loads of colouring and painting.  
Courtney: I really enjoyed Hello Yellow Day, because lots of art was involved.  
James: I enjoyed doing batik designs for black history month, because I got to explore new patterns. 
Cayden: I liked Hello Yellow Day, because we got to do different activities every half an hour.  
Skye: I enjoyed pebble painting on Hello Yellow Day, because it was something I haven't done before. 
Tulicia: I loved Hello Yellow Day, because yoga was super fun. 
Holly: I enjoyed celebrating black history month, because we got to learn about batik designs. It was fun 
creating our own batik designs.  
Aarnav: Hello Yellow Day, was fun because it was all about positivity and I had lots of fun during yoga. 
Connie: I liked Happy Yellow Day, because I got to spend time with different students and make new friends. 
Alex: Happy Yellow Day was amazing because yoga was fun, and I got to wear my bright neon jumper. 
Calvin: I loved yoga during Hello Yellow day because it was so relaxing, and I got to do funny poses. 
Caoimhe: Hello Yellow Day was fun; I like the communication activity.  

Grange pupils and staff have been recognising some key events during October including Black History 
Month and Hello Yellow Day.  Forest School sessions have resumed with pupils working together as a team in 
their classes.   Palm class also had the opportunity to go to the tennis courts in Addison Park for their PE 
lessons.   

Willow 
Recently it has been World Mental Health Day. 
Grange as a school took part in the Hello Yellow Day. 
Willow Class wore yellow and helped raise funds for 
the day. The class had lots of different activities 
throughout the day that aimed at mental health. 
   
Summer: We made posters for Hello Yellow.   
Larissa: I liked playing with the slime.   
Freddie: We gave money to help.   
Max: We had loads of sensory toys, I liked the light 
that has sounds.   

Robin: The slime made me feel happy.   
Noah: We laid down and listened to music it was 
calm.   
Toby: I had yellow on.   
Robert: Yellow is my favourite colour.   
Jeffrey: We played together which was fun.   
Jordan: I liked the sensory toys.   



Hazel 
Hazel class have been learning about the importance 
of history month and have been researching 
important figures throughout history. Finding out about 
these people has shown us that black people play an 
important part in our history and present day.  
 
John-Paul: I researched KSI. I found out that he was 
born in 1993. KSI made a drink called prime and ice 
lollies. KSI is a boxer, singer, rapper and a you tuber. 
He is also in a group called Sidemen.  
Kalen: I researched Steve Harvey. He almost became 
a boxer. He is a comedian, and he has his own TV 
show. I also found out that he is an author and an 
actor.  
Jake: I found books in the library to help us with our 
research.  
Harry: I was researching Barak Obama. I found out 
that he was born in Hawaii, he was the 44th American 
president. He was the first black president in the USA.   
Ray: I researched Samuel L Jackson. He is an actor, 
he starred in lots of films, including the first Jurassic 
Park. He was also in Star Wars and the Marvel films.  
Ashantey: I researched Rosa Parks. She was famous 
for not standing up for a white person to sit on a bus. 
The buses were split up into blacks and whites, even if 
there was a space in the white section of the bus, a 
black person would have to stand up and let the 
white person sit down. She refused to do this. She got 
arrested, all the black people in that community 
refused to use the buses in protest.  

Lucas: I researched Nelson Mandela. He lived from 
1918-2013. Nelson Mandela was from South Africa. He 
was arrested and was in prison for a very long time. 
He was kept in prison in Robin Island. He was a black 
activist; the white people had all the power, and he 
had protested them and questioning their laws.  
Rodney: I researched Marcus Rashford. He is a 
footballer; he plays for Manchester United. During 
lockdown he was involved with the food banks and 
making sure that children that were at home to get 
free school meals at home. He persuaded the 
Government that this was a good idea, he was 
awarded an MBE for this.  
Reece: I researched Will Smith. He is a singer and an 
actor. He has received 5 golden discs and has also 
starred in lots of best-selling films, like Men In Black. He 
is worth about 2£60,000,000 pounds.  
Baron: I researched Saka. He is a football player who 
plays for Arsenal. He was 18 years old when he first 
played for Arsenal. He plays with his left foot. He lost 
the penalty in the European cup final for England, 
because of this he was the victim of online racial 
abuse.  
Bradley: I researched George Floyd. He was arrested, 
a white officer had his knee on his neck for 9 minutes, 
he was telling the officer that he couldn’t breathe. As 
a result, he died, and the police officer went to jail. 
This sparked the Black Lives Matter movement.  

Cedar 

Cedar have just completed a half term of Forest 
School. They have been lucky with the weather and 
also learned to work together as a team.   
 
Bella: I love pulling the others on the grass sledge. I 
am quite strong and can pull several people across 
the field. We also have more people pulling to see 
how many we can move on the sledge.  
Taylon: When we made the nature sculpture, I found 
some slate. I used it to make teeth and scales for the 
crocodile we built. I had to find a piece of wood to 
support it while I broke it into the right shape.  
Kris: I helped to build a camp with my friends. I found 
the best pieces of wood that would be big enough to 
make the camp to fit us all.  
Kade: I enjoy hide and seek the best because I am 
good at climbing trees and some people forget to 
look up and then I can stay hidden for ages!  
Allan: We have also been sawing. Miss has shown us 

how to do it safely. I have discovered that I can saw 
wood quickly. It does make my arm ache though.  
Amy: I enjoyed making the crocodile sculpture. 
Taylon helped me to break the slate and we all 
designed the body together.  
Mya: I like to relax in Forest School. I like the rope 
swing that hangs from the tree. I’m also quite good at 
pulling the grass sledge when we do it as a team.  
Jasmine: I like the cooking around the fire. It is more 
fun that normal cooking. We do smell of smoke after 
though.  
Kailey: We all worked together to pull Mr Eden on the 
grass sledge. It was very funny because he thought 
he was going to fall off.  
Kyle: I like the sawing and camp building. We have 
different ideas then we have to see if they work. 
When it wobbles we have to start again and change 
our design.  
  



We are fast approaching the end of the first half term 
of the new academic year.  Palm class have been 
very busy.  In P.E. we have been going to the tennis 
courts in the adjacent park. We celebrated Hello 
Yellow day with some different relaxing 
activities.  Finally, in Forest School Palm particularly 
enjoyed making pancakes.  
 
Tammi:  This half term we have learned a lot we had 
Forest School yesterday and we made some 
pancakes. Last week we went to Addison Park, and 
on the way to the park we saw some local shops, a 
police station , some churches and old army 
barracks. We had a play in the park. We had to do 
road safety because you might get hurt or injured or 
someone might kidnap you.   
Chloe: Palm class went on a trip to Addison Park , we 
all had fun in the park we all played together and 
had a nice walk back to school. However, the buggy 
swing was the very best, Tammi pushed me high . I 
accidently walked into the lamppost as I got 
distracted on the way back.  
Tamsin:  This half term l have been doing tennis in the 
park it is brilliant l have learnt new skills that l 
haven't done before with Mr. Kilcoyne but however l 
had made some mistakes, but l kept on trying my 
best. With my class l went to walk to the war memorial 
and l went to look at the people who died in the wars 
to respect the people who died.    
Scarlett:  We played tennis in PE with Mr Kilcoyne we 
did tennis we were practising hitting with the 
tennis racket, we were practising forehand and 
backhand and  then I tried to return the ball in 
different ways.  It was hard to hit the ball with 
the tennis racket it was hard but I am getting better 
at it.  Practice makes perfect.  
Logan:  A few days ago, Hello Yellow:  This was pretty 
cool, here's why. We were split up into three groups, (I 
was in group two) and we did a game where we 
would ask very deep and thought-provoking 
questions like "would you rather live for 100 years or 
200 years" and "should we ban violent video games."  

Alexis:  This half term I had a trip. We went to local 
area in Kempston,  I saw a war memorial for fallen 
soldiers near Addison Howard park.  
Hello Yellow day is a charity for mental health needs 
for young people. In art, I cut out the words for Miss 
Cowan and glued them onto the rocks.   
Oskar:  I have been having my PE lesson on the tennis 
court. Playing tennis I missed some shots then I hit 
some shots. I enjoy playing on the tennis court I need 
a little practice. On Hello Yellow day I was wearing a 
yellow shirt. We did some art we cut out some words 
and painted the rocks yellow and put nice words on 
the rocks. And if we didn't want to we can colour 
some pictures in.   
Alfie:  This half term I have done PE and I like it 
because we have done tennis in the park. I am good 
at it . We went to the park and me and Oscar, we 
went on the swing also we done road safety and saw 
local shops. At school in Forest School we made 
pancakes they were nice. Every morning Pumba the 
cat comes in to see us. 
Quintin:  This half term I have PE lessons playing tennis 
in Addison Howard Park. I am very good at tennis.  
I did back hand and fore hand. We play in a  team of 
4 and we ran lots of times to hit the tennis ball.  
Mayson: This term I have enjoyed doing tennis in the 
tennis at the courts in Addison Park for P.E. I had so 
much fun because tennis  is my favourite sport and 
I'm very good at tennis. We have done forehand and 
backhand.  
Aidan:  I had a fun day on Friday because of Hello 
Yellow day. I enjoyed the art it helped me to relax.   
We went on a local trip; we saw a war memorial. it's a 
place where people go when they have died in the 
war and it's to commemorate their death.   
Malachi:  This half term we had Hello Yellow day it's 
about children's mental health. I did art with Miss 
Lumsden.  I did colouring and then I did some yoga in 
Beech class, and I stretched, and did the tree pose 
on Hello Yellow day, I enjoyed last week.   

Palm 

Dunelm are donating a Christmas gift for each member of our school. Pupils have 

made suggestions about what they would like. Grange Academy would like to say a 

huge thank you to Dunelm and Sue Worthington-Ellis for arranging this. 

Dunelm Donations 



Birch 
On Friday the 14th October we celebrated Hello Yellow Day. Birch class invited family in to join us for Sunshine 
Circle and a tea party. We made ham sandwiches, chopped up cucumber and made rice-crispy cakes. We 
had a lovely time and all felt very happy.  
  
Alex: I saw my Mum and had Sunshine Circle.  
Dominik: Cooking the cake for Mum.  
Gabriel: Yoga  
James: I was happy to see my Mum, we had a picnic. I love her when I see her.  
Henry: Cooking cake.  
Olo: I just cooked some cakes and I made some sandwiches. I loved them.  
Owen: I loved it. I was doing tree pose.  

  

Maple 
Maple class thoroughly enjoyed Hello Yellow 
Day.  We dressed in yellow to show our support to 
adults and children who suffers from poor mental 
health.  We talked about the differences between 
mental health and physical health problems. Mental 
health can both affect adults and children, and it can 
happen to anybody.  In RHSE we’ve been learning 
how to be a good friend.  We have learned that we all 
have qualities for example being loving, caring, 
helpful to support our friends or a family member who 
might suffer from a mental health illness.  We made a 
sun with bright yellow autumn leaves and a big 
smile.  The sun is to remind ourselves that we can 
bring love and sunshine into other people’s lives.   
 
Riley:  When I feel sad, I go to the kitchen and play 
with my dog.  I can talk to my dad when I feel worried 

or sad.  
Luca:  I feel sad when I miss out on a special event, 
but I know I can talk to my mum and dad.  
Alfie:  I feel sad when people hurt me, but I can talk 
to mum and dad.  
Jack:  When I’m sad or lonely I can talk to an adult or 
to mummy.  
Kaleem:  When I’m upset, I tell my mum.  
Jack:  I know I can talk to my mum when I feel sad or 
worried.  
Malakai:  I go to my room when I’m upset, or I talk to 
my mum.  
Aishah:  When I’m upset at school, I talk to adults that 
makes me feel better.  
Eva-Louise:  Everybody has mental health.  Some 
people have good mental health, and some people 
have bad mental health that makes them feel sad.  

Thank you to all parents, carers, pupils and staff who supported the Hello Yellow Day 
on Friday 14th October 2022.  We raised £92.20. 

Hello Yellow Fundraising 

Teaching Assistants Award 

At Grange we are continuing our hard work towards 
achieving the Best Practice with Teaching Assistants Award 
(BPTAA).  This is a nationally recognised award, led in school 
by Mrs Thomas, which has two core purposes. 
 
 

• To recognise and celebrate the invaluable and increasingly complex role that learning support 
assistants play in supporting the teaching and learning as well as pastoral care of our pupils. 

 
• To evaluate, monitor and support the leadership, management and work of learning support assistants 

in order to enhance pupil attainment. 
 
We have recently had our interim assessment and have already achieved 80% of the objectives, towards 
achieving this award! We are committed to ensuring the best outcomes for our staff as well as our pupils and 
for this reason we are proud of the progress we have made so far. It provides not only the opportunity to 
highlight the strengths of our very dedicated learning support staff but also ensure we maintain a clear focus 
on what our next steps in development should be.   



Diary Dates 

Half Term Monday 24th October—Friday 28th October 2022 

Pupils return to school Monday 31st October 2022 

Diwali Day Friday 4th November 2022 

Remembrance Day Friday 11th November 2022 

School Photos Monday 14th November 2022 

Children in Need Day Friday 18th November 2022 

Our BILTT Xmas Fayre will bring together all our 
schools for one single family festive event for the 
very first time this year. We are busy working with 

the Friends of Grange and St. John’s PTA 
committee members to plan the event but we still 

urgently need volunteers, raffle and tombola 
prizes and your ideas for what will make the event 
a huge success.  If you can support us in any way 

please contact jane.hutchings@biltt.org  

The Luton and Bedfordshire Paediatric 
Occupational Therapist service supports children & 
young people with SEND to participate as fully as 
possible in activities including play, eating, self-

care, life-skills and managing at school.  

The service is based on supporting parents/carers 
and schools to be aware of sensory processing 

difficulties and adapting a child’s environment to 
increase participation and help manage the 

impact of these challenges at home and in the 
classroom.  

The service provides resources and further 
information about the services available via their 
website www.cambscommunityservices.nhs.uk/

BedsandLutonOT 
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