
 

 

 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
SSG Celestials ‘SEND Community’ Football Club 
 
We have been delighted to have had an opportunity to spend a few weeks coaching your child in 
school this term.  We hope they have really enjoyed the sessions, had lots of fun, tried some new 
things and learnt some new skills.  
 
SSG Celestials Football Club has been established by the SSG Foundation (charitable arm of SSG 
Services) to provide a safe, inclusive, and accepting environment to play football for young people 
with special educational needs, disabilities and barriers to inclusion. We want these children and 
young people and their families to enjoy the same wonderful benefits that are offered in sports 
clubs around the country. Ultimately, we want them to have a club to call their own and be proud to 
be a part of.  
 
The school taster sessions that have been running on Thursdays in your child’s school have been 
organised by a wonderful group of volunteer ‘guest’ coaches and assistants to identify if there is a 
demand for SSG Celestials FC in the community. After an initial positive response and an ever-
growing group of children and young people attending our Tuesday evening sessions, we believe 
that there is a need for the club.  
 
Therefore, we want to start making plans to ensure the football club has a long term plan which 
allows it to exist in a self-sustainable way. We believe this will be achieved through the following: 
 

• An effective football coach and assistant development scheme which supports family 
members to become team coaches, through specialist support from the club’s Inclusion 
Development Officer and a funded pathway for coach development; 

• An annual registration fee that covers the costs of the club and each team, including items 
such as venue hire, equipment, players’ kits, insurance, and FA registration;  

• A club committee consisting of volunteer family members ensuring the club operates 
correctly and effectively.  

 
Whilst there are many more aspects that go into making a football club operate, these are the three 
main areas and without these there is no club. Therefore, for the 2022/23 season (starting 
September 2022) we are proposing to operate two teams as follows: 
 

1. 6 – 11 years old (12 players) 
2. 12 – 16 years old (12 players) 

 
The intention at this stage is to run an hour of football coaching each week (remaining on a Tuesday 
evening) and enter the Beds FA Ability Counts Tournament (Saturdays or Sundays) every three 
months. We accept that due to the blend of the groups’ ages & abilities it would not be appropriate 
at this stage to be considering entering any form of organised league and/or play matches against 
other clubs. As the club evolves and grows this will all be reviewed.   
 
We have done some initial calculations and believe an annual signing on fee of £140.00 per player 
will cover all anticipated costs to run for the season, including a full kit (shirt, shorts and socks) for 
your child. We will not expect families to pay this all in one go and are looking at options for 
payment plans. We are also speaking with the Local Authority about supporting any family who may 
find these fees prohibitive, as we truly do want to eliminate all barriers against inclusion.   



 

 

 
We are also going to need volunteers. Firstly, for the actual football coaching (coaches and 
assistants), as we will not be able to rely on the generosity of the ‘guest’ coaches in the long term. 
Secondly, we will need volunteers to come and support in roles within the committee. We can give 
you more information about what these involve if you are interested and willing, please contact me 
for a conversation.  
 
If you would like to register for the season, please click on this link https://forms.gle/bGq45QhraYAb6iqj7 
 
 
If you have any questions before you register, please don’t hesitate to contact me on the details 
below 
 
 
 

 

Chris Watson 

chris.watson@ssgservices.co.uk 

SSG Celestials; Chairman & Director of Football 

Mob | 07595229676 
Office | 01234 340782 
Website | www.ssgservices.co.uk 
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