
Acer 

Cedar 

With all the warm weather we have had this week many students have been able to enjoy some of their lessons outside. 
Alongside this their has been a lot of creativity from art inspired by Van Gogh and Under The Sea projects which is the 

Secondary topic theme this term.   

17th June 2022 

In Horticulture this week, Beech was able 
to prepare their planting area and plant 
potatoes. Here are some of their favourite 
parts of the lesson.  
 
Rodney: I had fun using the garden fork, to 
fluff up the soil for the potato planting.  
Ben: I enjoyed pulling the big roots out of 
the ground.  
Bradley: It was fun planting the potatoes, I 
am looking forward to seeing them grow.  
Ashantey: I found it funning, feeling the potatoes as they were squishy. They also looked like 

alien eggs.  
Reece: I found it fun stomping on the sharp roots, to make them soft and easier to pull.  
Ray: I enjoyed using the equipment, to make holes for the potatoes.  
John-Paul: I liked prepping the area by pulling all the roots up, some of them were massive.  
Keith: I liked being outside and doing some gardening, it was relaxing and fun. 
Kaschan:  I found it funny, pulling out a big root that looked like a huge finger. 

Cedar class have 
been working on skills 
in athletic games we 
will be playing on 
sports day. 
 
Dawid: I hate running 
but I have to run when 
I play football. I just 
have to get on with it. 
Abiah: It was so hot 
doing athletics but 
good fun. We kept 
drinking and had lots 

of breaks in the shade by the trees. 
Kirsty : I have enjoyed doing athletics. The best was the 
sponge javelin.  
Oumar: In P.E we have been practicing for sports day. 
Also, we played rounders and cricket. Rounders is like 
American baseball. 
Kieran: I didn’t realise I could throw the javelin as far as I 
could. Mr. Eden was amazed at how well I batted in 
cricket. I hit about forty runs. He wants me on his team.  
Rebecca: It has been good fun doing games. The 
weather is lovely and sunny but you must drink lots of 

water. I've got better at throwing the javelin after we 
practiced a few times.                                                                        
Ethan:  I really enjoy going out on the playing field but I 
suffer with hay fever so that is annoying. We have time 
to chill out in-between games. 
Callum: I was really good at throwing the javelin. Also, I 
caught out five people in rounders. I am looking forward 
to sports day.  
Logan: My favourite thing is the javelin. I would like to 
have a go at using a real one and not one made of 
sponge, but you would have to be careful and safe.   
Chloe: We have been 
practicing the javelin 
and how to pass a 
baton in relay races. 
Bella: The most 
favourite thing about 
playing games is 
cricket. I always hit the 
ball a long way and 
score lots of points. I 
am good at bowling 
too.  I even bowled out 
Mr. Eden! Ha! 

Beech 

Acer Class have been learning about forces. We started looking at 
pushes and pulls around school.  
Lolu: I can push and pull. I can push the wall. I can pull the door.  
Alfie: I pull a rabbit out of my hat. I push a plaster onto an injured 
teacher. A push is when you move an object away from you. A pull 
is when you pull an object towards you, like when you pull a biscuit 
towards your mouth.  
Josh: I can push the breaks. I can pull a toy.  
Owyn: I push things to stay away. I pull things to me.  
Marcus: I discovered that the button on the water fountain. I had to 
push it to make it work. I also pulled a rope on the trim trail. 
I know it was a pull because the rope came towards me.  
Aaron: I can push and pull a chair. We found different 
pushes and pulls.  

Max: You can push toys and pull a door. I went looking for pushes and pulls 
around the school. A push goes away from you.  
Harry:  



Ash 

Palm 

This week we were sent a 
challenge by Beech class to 
work out how to climb through a 
piece of A4 paper.  The class 
were confused then got their 
thinking hats on and began to 
follow the instructions.  More 
than one attempt was needed 
and everyone persevered until 
they had completed the 
challenge. 
 
Katie:  We did a challenge to 
step through a piece of A4 
paper.  I used scissors to cut the 

paper. It didn’t work the first time.  I tried again and this 
time it worked. I was happy. 
Daniel:   Beech assembly gave us a challenge.  We 
carefully followed the steps, used paper too.  I used 
thinking skills to cut like a zig zag, it was good.  We used 
scissors to carefully cut the lines.  It was tricky but I was 
proud I did it in the end. 
Tino:  We did a challenge from Beech class, to step 
through a piece of paper.  I followed instructions.  I used 
scissors to cut the paper.  The challenge was difficult, I 
found it hard. 
Bradley:  This week Beech assembly set us a challenge 
to step through A4 paper.   To make a paper chain we 
had to follow the instructions to get it right.  We used 
thinking skills and teamwork.  I felt quite confused  but I 
did it in the end. 
Karanveer:  Beech class sent us instructions to make a 
paper chain to climb through.  It took me two attempts.  
Someone helped me to do it which made it easier for 
me to understand how to do it.  It was a good 
challenge. 

Malachi:  In Beech assembly they gave us a challenge, 
to step through a piece of A4 paper.  I followed 
instructions for the challenge and it was difficult.  I used 
scissors to cut paper.  I folded it in half, I used a ruler to 
draw 2 lines with a pencil.  I had to try again.  I felt very 
confused.  It was tricky and challenging but I did not 
give up. 
Alexis:   Beech assembly this week gave us a challenge 
to step through A4 paper.  I used my thinking skills.  I 
didn’t understand how to do it, it didn’t work.  Then I 
worked with Mrs Sharp and copied what she was doing.  
I was the first one to do it, I was pleased with myself. 
Quintin:  The challenge I did was a bike ride, it was 
25km.  I also did paddle boarding.  The bike ride was 
tiring but I did not give up.  I paddle boarded on a lake.  
I was good at it.  I could balance on the board. 
Maks:  This week we did a 
challenge to climb through a 
piece of paper.  I followed 
instructions.  It was difficult but 
I persevered to complete the 
challenge.  I had a few 
attempts and I enjoyed it. 
Sohaib:  This week Beech sent 
us a challenge.  We were 
making a paper chain to see if 
we could go through it.  We 
followed the instructions, it 
didn’t make sense at first but 
then I got it and it was easy.  I I 
may have made  mistakes but 
I started all over again and did 
not give up.  I then made my 
paper chain. 
 
 

Hazel 

This term we have started doing Disco 
Dough. Disco Dough helps to 
strengthen children's fine motor 
muscles by squeezing, rolling and 
pinching playdough to music. 
 
Lucy:  I like to roll the playdough.  
Olivia:  Olivia likes to roll the 
playdough into a sausage shape.  
Carter: I squeeze the playdough.  
Alex:  I want disco dough.  
Hamza:  Squeeze.  
Aneyk: Playdough.  

Hazel Class:  This week is healthy eating week. Hazel class have been learning about the dangers of drinking sugary 
drinks. In Life Skills we have been learning about sleep. 
 
Alfie: In Life Skills this week we have been learning about sleep. I now know 
that if I do not have enough sleep, I will be tired. 
Allan: In healthy eating week, I learned that if you have too much sugary 
drinks over a long period of time it can cause type 2 diabetes and also give 
you cancer. These are the side effects of drinking sugary drinks. 
Tamsin: In Life Skills I am learning about sugary drinks and why it is bad for 
your health. I am also learning about why it is good to get the right amount 
of sleep each night. 
Jasmine: This week I have learned about the dangers of drinking too much 
sugary drinks. If you drink too much sugary drinks it can cause cancer. 
Kailey: This week I have learnt about drinking unhealthy drinks. Sugary drinks 
are not good for your body. I have also learnt about sleep. I learnt that it is 
not good to play games at night before you go to bed because when you 
wake up you will be tired and not have any energy.  
Kyle: In Life Skills we have been learning about sleep. It is really important 
that you have enough sleep each day. 
Oskar: This week in Life Skills we have been learning about sleep and how it 
can affect you if you do not get enough sleep. 
Kade: In Life Skills this week I have been learning about sleep. It is very 
important that you get enough sleep otherwise you will be very tired. 



Pine 

Maple 

This week we have been enjoying spending time outside in the beautiful, sunny 
weather! A large group of Maple class attended a BILTT football event on the 
field which they really enjoyed.   We also really enjoyed our English lesson this 
week in which we had a debate! Previously, we received a letter from our pirate 
and the prison service to ask us to consider release of our WANTED. We had a 
team of ‘for’ and a team of ‘against’ and after researching our facts each team 
presented their arguments. Some of us were even able to counter each other’s 
views. Larissa was especially good at this, and we all decided she could 
consider a career as a lawyer! Here are our highlights: 
 
Tyrese: This week in Maths we did our tests. I am proud I went up by 13 marks! 

I’m excited to learn about money. 
Larissa: We played football. We had to kick the ball. 
Aishah: I made a game on scratch. It had a man and box. You had to 
catch the apple. We played football with St John’s school and Greys. It 
was good! 
Skye: I enjoyed Maths and English. I like learning about pirates and 
debating. I was against. 
Riley: I made a Spiderman game on scratch. You have to defeat bad guys 
and web swing. 
Kajetan: I got 10 points in Maths (assessment). I feel happy. 
Alfie: We were talking about if our pirate should be released or not. I 
thought the pirate should get out because he is a good person. 
Alex: I enjoyed playing on the climbing frame and playing football outside. 
Ibrahim: I tried the whole test in maths and went up by 11 marks. I am 
proud! 
Jerome: I went up by 21 marks. I feel really happy! I think I went up 
because I’ve been trying really hard in Maths! 

Pine class have been creating a PowerPoint in ICT this term about the 
Royal Family and this week they have been perfecting their work ready 
preparation to send to the Queen along with their formal letter. 
 
Ewan: In our ICT lesson we have been creating a PowerPoint on the 
Queens Jubilee and we are going to send it to the Queen along with a 
formal letter. In my letter I will put my name and some personal things 
about me. I am hoping for a reply! 
Ben: I have l I am going to write a letter to Her Majesty because she is 
our Queen. I am telling her about my PowerPoint I made about her 

and her family. 
Daniela: I have been making a PowerPoint about the Queen and her history. She is a beautiful Queen. She helps 
all the people in this country. I would be happy if the Queen wrote back 
to me. 
Gabriel: In ICT I have been making a PowerPoint to send to the Queen 
about her life. The Queen is going to think my PowerPoint is amazing 
because it is all about her and her family. 
Allen: We have been learning about writing a formal letter to the 
Queen. I am going send her my PowerPoint that I made, and I hope she 
likes it. 
Grigoriy: I think the Queen will like my PowerPoint because it is all about 
the platinum Jubilee. The Queen is nice lady. 
Ashlee: In ICT I had to plan a formal letter to the Queen. I have been 
learning about formal letters in English and I know how to write them. I 
know you put your address at the top right-hand corner and the date 
underneath and the recipients on the left. You start your letter with dear 
and if you do not know the person you sign it off with yours faithfully.      

Oak 

Oak class have been learning about our earth and its 
relationship with the sun and moon. 
 
Jeffrey: The Earth spins and when the earth makes a 
full circle around the sun – it goes to one side it 
becomes summer and when it goes to the other side 
it becomes winter. 
Noah: We pretended the globe was the earth and 
we went round the seasons. 
Ryan: The moon and stars; so many stars in the world. 
Summer and spring in the sun, careful of burning your 
body. The Earth went round sun for 365 days; a whole 
year. 
Steven: The earth goes around the sun.  
Toby: (signed) Earth! Seasons – winter, spring, autumn, 
summer. 

 
 
 



Willow 

Walnut 

This week we have finished 
our Norse Myth about Odin 
who gave up his right eye 
for wisdom! We have 
continued learning 
multiplication and division 
in the 8 times table and 
have recognised some 
cool patterns with the 

numbers. In topic we have learnt about the importance 
of the oceans to all humankind. 
 
Aidan: Without the sea oxygen would not be made. The 
sea covers ¾ of the planet. It is a beautiful thing. 
Tammi: I found it hard at first but now I am much more 
confident. The pattern we learnt with the numbers 
helped. The tens column digit up in ones and the ones 
column goes down in twos! 
Scarlett: The creatures in the sea are in trouble because 
people are not taking care of the sea. There is lots of 
rubbish, especially plastic.  
Lucas: The 8 times table means groups of 8. I can do 
calculations in my head. I can complete a number track 
8, 16, 24, 32, 40, 48, 56, 64, 72, 80, 88, 96!! Well done, 
Lucas. 
Amy: I made a seahorse for my fact fish. People need to 
recycle more to stop plastic pollution. We should reduce 
the amount of plastic we use for example; re-useable 
water bottles would make a good start! 
Kyle: The 8 times tables are hard especially if you are 
asked to count back through them. I feel more confident 

in my 3- and 4-times tables. 
Jake: The sea is dying because plastic is being thrown 
into the sea. It will stay in the sea for hundreds of years 
and never disappear. Creatures in the sea get caught 
up and die or they eat it and then we might end up 
eating it too! 
Baron: Division is hard, but times tables is easier. I know 
my 8 times table by heart. I can use my times tables to 
help with division. If I know the times table, I know the 
division. 
Harry: I found the 8 times table difficult at first but a few 
days later I was getting good at it.  I now know the table 
by heart. Division is trickier but I have got used to it and 
use my times tables to help. 
Mayson: Odin is the father of all Gods. He wanted to find 
great wisdom. To get wisdom he had to give his right 
eye! This could be 
very painful, and you 
would not be able to 
see very well. 
Mya: There are lots of 
fish in the sea but 
there is too much 
pollution. It is killing 
sea creatures and 
the coral. The sea is 
so important to use 
because it has food, 
it gives out oxygen 
and absorbs heat. 

Sycamore 

This week the year 11s 
in Sycamore class 
have had visits from 
the Job Centre. They 

have been there to give the pupils tips and advice for 
their future careers. 
 
RJ:  I think they gave good information about how we 
can get jobs. I would like to work in computers when I 
leave school.  
Chiara:  We were talking about what we want to do in 
the future and what type of skills and what patience we 
would need for that particular job. I would like to be a 
nursery teacher.  
Anna:  While the year 11s were in the Job Centre talk I 
went into Elm Class to do work experience as a Learning 
Support Assistant.  I helped Elm class with their pirate 
topic, they were learning about Blackbeard the Pirate, 
the most feared pirate in the world. I helped some of the 
pupils write down facts about him.  
April:   I really like when the Job Centre people come in 
because they help us learn about what jobs there are in 
the world and help us understand what jobs are going 
and staying. I want to work with little children when I’m 

older because I’ve already had experience of working 
with them in Ash class.  
Josiah:  While the year 11s were with the Job Centre 
people I was doing work experience as a Learning 
Support Assistant in Willow class. I was helping them out 
with their reading, spellings and work. I like working with 
that class, it feels nice to help them because they are 
looking up to me.  
Skye:  They showed us lots of pictures and we had to 
guess what job they were. I would like to work either with 
animals or do dance, I help Miss Williams with Primary 
dance lessons as part of my work experience.  
Kelsey:   We had people come in and they were 
talking about what jobs are going to go and what jobs 
will stay and be around in the future. I would like to work 
in a boarding kennel looking after pets while people are 
on holiday.  

Willow class have 
been enjoying the 
warm weather this 
week. We had our 
Willow and Oak 
afternoon on 
Wednesday. The 
classes carried on 
practicing ‘Row, Row, 
Row Your Boat’ and 
others have been 

practicing new songs. In gardening we had to do a lot of 
watering for the plants and planted different seeds.  
 
Robert: I like playing the different sounds on the 
keyboard.  
Kaleem: We got to feed the birds.  
Courtney: I liked playing the keyboard.  
Max: I did a solo of ‘Row, Row, Row Your Boat’ on the 

keyboard. I had the job 
of watering the plants.  
Ruby: I wrote in my plant 
diary and watered plants 
and I liked playing the 
keyboard.  
Summer: I did a solo on 
the boom wackers that 
made me happy.  
Robin: I liked playing with 
the handbells and I watered the plants with my water 
bottle.  
Kaiden: I conducted the group doing the handbells and 
liked watering the plants, I am excited to see our seeds 
grow.  
Jordan: I played the handbells.  
Hannah: We played instruments and I played the 
keyboard.  
Jack: The plants really needed water as it was very hot.  



Forest School 
Wow, what a hot and sunny week at Forest School; lots of water 
play to keep us cool. We were extremely excited on Wednesday 
to introduce a 'slack line’ to Beech class. They had to use their core 
strength to traverse the slack line. This week we had a bulk number 
of bananas donated to school, they were put to great use, splitting 
in the skin, stuffing with chocolate, and toasting over the fire.  
 
Forest School Stars of the week: 
 
Palm: Alexis spent the whole session focused on den building, 
practising her knots, and making her shelter waterproof. Great 
work! 
Elm: Ollie had a great session, he was super helpful and joined in 
with all activities independently. 
Beech: Once again, it was too hard to choose as 
everyone was so fantastic. We narrowed it down to 
Kaschan and Bradley. Kaschan was amazing at listening 
to instructions and helping set up the new ‘slackline’, 
whilst Bradley helped set up the fire, dug an amazing 
hole and listened carefully to instructions.  
Sycamore: April has been learning how to make 
friendship bracelets using half hitches. Staying calm, she 
is able to undo any mistakes, well done April! 

As part of our Art this term and as part of our work towards Arts 
Mark Award we have been looking at the Famous artists Van 
Gogh. We have looked at his life and how is paintings became 
famous after he had dies. We used his paintings as inspiration to 
create our own seaside landscapes focusing of horizons, tinting, 
shading and the use of texture to create a 3D effect. 
 
Oliver: It was tricky to do the painting, but I had a go. 
Adam: We did the water with paint, it was lumpy. We painted sea, sans and the sky. Van 
Gogh cut off his ear. 
Megan: We looked at Van Gogh, he made art stuff. He was a good painter who sadly 
passed away. I made a power point about him. We used different materials to make sand, 

sea and sky. 
Chibunna: I made a power point about Van Gogh that included facts; he was a famous artist and he created a 
famous painting called ‘The Starry Night’. 
Tristan: It was very good doing the paintings there was lots of different paints  
Samuel: I worked hard to make an under the sea picture. I wrote in English; the parrot was as red as a pencil. I 
played a money game in Maths. 
Calvin: We made a colour wheel with green, purple and yellow we added black and white to change them. I liked 
painting with rice and porridge. 
Ollie: I used paint with rice, flour, Ready Brek and sand to create texture of a beach horizon. 
Naomi: I used different textures to create a picture of the sea and the sand.  

Elm 

Some of Grange Academy staff were lucky enough to have a first 
look at the inside of the new build and what the new classrooms 
are going to look like.  It is now all coming together and this is this 
week’s 
update: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sinks and cupboards being installed 
 Notice boards installed 
 Data and network point being installed 
 Flooring nearly complete 
 Toilet fixtures and fittings has started 
 Lift going in next week 
 Scaffolding on one side of the building has been taken 

down. 

New Build 



Hot Weather Notice 

Diary Dates 

BILTT Sings Concert (Zoom) Tuesday 21st June 2022 1.30—2.30 pm 

Parents Evening Tuesday 12th July 2022 

Last Day of Term (FINISH AT 1 PM) Friday 22nd July 2022 

I am pleased to share the results of our Ofsted Inspection with you. Inspectors who visited the 
school noted that our pupils love attending Grange Academy and are eager to start their lessons. 
They also felt that there is a very calm and purposeful atmosphere in the school and that pupils are 
able to concentrate, work hard and achieve well. They commented on the positive relationships 
that staff have with pupils and noted the essential life skills that we enable our pupils to develop to 
access the next stage of their education. Grange continues to be a good school. 

  
I feel privileged and honoured to work with such supportive families and a team of staff who truly go above and 
beyond on a daily basis. I am also very proud of our pupils who spoke so eloquently and shared their knowledge 
and skills with pride. When pupils were asked what they would change if they had a magic wand, they said they 
wouldn't change a thing and love Grange just the way it is.  
  
To all the parents who posted such lovely comments and offered their support to staff,  our Governors who regularly 
give up their time to support the school, all our colleagues in BILTT who have been working with us and to all the 
staff who deliver outstanding provision daily, and to all our pupils, thank you! 
 
As always, we continue to evaluate our performance and look for opportunities to make small changes that have a 
big impact.   Mrs Angela Morris (Acting Head of School) 

Ofsted Update 

With the soaring temperatures I would like 
to remind you to send your child into 
school with a hat, sun cream and a 

refillable bottle.   We are monitoring the 
heat and will have to collapse outside 

lessons if needed.  

Foodshare 

The Food Share scheme is run with Grange Academy and the Co-operative store in 
Cranfield. The Co-op gives us all of their surplus food at the end of every day, and a 
team of volunteers collect it, sort it and chill/freeze it until the bags of food are given out 
at the end of the day. What goes in to the bags is fully dependant on what comes in 
each day, and we try our best to share it out fairly amongst all the pupils on the list. 
 
We have had a successful run of food bags over the past few weeks with at least 20 
bags going out each week with some lucky families even getting the ingredients for a 
full roast dinner! 
 
We are in desperate need of clean carrier bags to be able to send the food out in, if 
you have any spare please can you send some in? 

Other Notices 


