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Dear Parents/Carers, 

Please see attached an overview for the learning that will be 

taking place in Sycamore class this upcoming term and some 

important dates for your diary. Hopefully our year will be less 

disrupted, and we will be able to do all the planned activities. 

However, we will as always notify you if things change.  

Our theme for the term is Endangered World and will be 

personalised to meet your child’s needs, as informed by pupils’ 

EHC plans. Furthermore, this overview includes some ideas 

about how you can support your child’s learning at home 

alongside their daily reading and weekly homework tasks.  

I look forward to the exciting term ahead, and to supporting 

your child to meet their fullest potential.  

If you would like to discuss anything, please do not hesitate to 

get in contact.  

Kindest regards, 

P Coles 

Form Tutor   

 

 

 

 

 

Halsey Road, Kempston, Bedfordshire, MK42 8AU 
 

Telephone:  01234 407100 

Email:  grange@biltt.org 

Website:  www.grange.beds.sch.uk 
 

Acting Head of School:  Angela Morris 
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Key Dates 
 

 

January 

4 Tues  Pupil return    

11 Tues  Grange Academy 60th Anniversary 

 

February 

1 Tues Chinese New Year 

4 Fri  NSPCC Number Day  

8 Fri                 He 7 Mon Children’s Mental Health Week 

8 Tues  Online Safety Day 

14 Mon  Half Term 

21 Mon Pupil return 

 

March 

1 Tues Shrove Tuesday 

3 Thurs  World Book Day 

18 Fri Comic Relief 

 

April 

1 Fri  Autism Awareness Day  

4 Mon  Easter Holidays   

20 Wed Pupil Return 

 
 

This list is not exhaustive - other things may be arranged 

throughout the term. 
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English: This term Sycamore 

class will be preparing for the 

GCSE exam in the summer. 

They will be learning 

techniques and approaches 

to the Reading 19th / 21st 

Century Non –Fiction Paper. 

They will also complete an 

oral presentation for the 

speaking and listening 

component of the exam. 

In addition pupils will work on 

transactional writing with a 

strong focus on sentence 

structure and paragraphing. 

 

 

Maths: This half term we will be covering number and time and data. Pupils will continue using their knowledge of place value to solve 

addition, subtraction, and multiplication problems.  As well as this they will be learning to recognise familiar times throughout the day 

and telling and recording the time from an analogue and digital clock. Pupils will also be preparing for their entry level qualification. 

 

Horticulture: This term pupils will 

continue to work on ABC units at level 

one, completing mandatory unit 

booklet on ‘Preparing Ground for 

Sowing or Planting’ and additionally 

‘Workplace Safety’. Later in the term 

they will select vegetables and flowers 

to grow and propagate from seeds in 

the poly tunnel for later planting 

outdoors. 

 

RSE/ Life-Skills:  This term we will be 

covering the unit relationships in RSE, 

drugs education, personal finance in 

PSE, good health and working life in 

life skills.  We will be identifying what is 

important about us, the positive 

behaviours we display and what we 

can expect from others as well as how 

we can stay safe and healthy. 

 

Work Related Learning:  Pupils 

will finalise post 16 placement 

choices this term and compete 

applications. In addition, they 

will explore different career 

paths. 

 

PE/Dance: Students will learn how to 

control a ball, the push pass, 

dribbling styles, shooting. 
Students will also play small-sided 

team games that allows then to 

develop their individual skills while 

being part of a team. 
They will also learn the rules of the 

game, decision making and tactics, 

communication and teamwork. 
 

 

ICT: Pupils will be working towards gaining 

BCS, Chartered Institute of IT qualifications in 

office-based skills knowledge using word, 

spreadsheets, presentation skills and 

databases (ICDL - International Certification 

of Digital Literacy).  They will also commence 

the BCS Level 1 Smart Digital Award in e-

Safety.  In addition an optional qualification 

will be offered in Robotics - BCS Level 1 

Robotics Award. 

Art/ DT:  GCSE Art and Design 

Theme; Expressions 

Pupils will be investigating 

emotions and Cubism. Pupils will 

be selecting their own artists to 

inspire their work. We will be   

exploring how to express 

different emotions through the 

medium of paint and mixed 

media. Pupils will have a choice 

of 2 and 3 dimensional art work 

to make. 

DT: Resistant materials: Desk Tidy 

Project. 

Students will also be looking at Health and 

safety at school and work, they will be 

focussing on their EHCP targets. 

Science:  Your child will be working 

towards completing their Entry Level 

Qualification. They will be studying 

‘Environment, evolution and 

inheritance’.  They will learn the 

importance of photosynthesis, how all 

life on Earth depends on it. They will 

investigate interactions between 

organisms and their ever-changing 

environments.  They will study how life 

on Earth has evolved over time being 

influenced by environment and 

genetics. 

 

Food Technology:  pupils will 

be working towards their 

qualifications in FT this term. 

We will be looking at 

Fairtrade and food 

sustainability alongside this to 

fit in with our topic - 

endangered world. Pupils will 

be investigating food 

science and the properties of 

ingredients in more detail. 

Pupils will be developing their 

evaluation skills, writing in 

more detail, and using more 

complex language based 

around the subject. Pupils will 

be progressing through the 

grange steps throughout the 

term. 

 

 

Topic: This term pupils will be exploring 

Christianity in the run up to Easter. Pupils will 

be learning about evolution and the 

important roles played by Charles Darwin 

and Mary Anning. Also, pupils will explore 

natural disasters: there causes and effects. 
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