
Welcome back to the start of a new term.  Our staff and pupils have yet again risen to the challenge and have 
adapted to their learning environments in their class bubbles.  As you will see from the articles below there has been 
some fantastic learning going on at the start of what I am sure will be a challenging term but in true Grange style we 

will face whatever is thrown at us and continue to provide all our pupils with an exciting and varied curriculum. 

14th January 2022 

Pine class have been 
working hard on their 
functional English this 
week and have been 
learning how to plan for a 
formal presentation.  
 
Ewan: In English I have 
been working towards my 
English Functional Skills 

exam and have been practicing speaking in front of my 
peers, I felt very nervous. I spoke about horse-riding and 
what is good about it. I made a plan of what I was going 
to say and I felt confident about speaking but I did have 
to improvise on some of it because I forgot some 
information. 
Ben: In English I have been talking about crafts to the 
other children in my class. Craft is my hobby and it keeps 
me busy at home. I like doing craft because I like to 
make new things. 
Daniela: In English I have been practicing reading in front 
of my class about my hobbies. I like to listen to music 
because it makes me happy when I have a problem and 
it keeps me calm. 
Ashlee: This week I have been writing about my favourite 

hobby which is climbing trees. I have been practicing 
reading it ready for my speaking presentation in my 
English lesson. I didn’t want to speak in front of my friends, 
but I found it easier than I thought it would be. 
Grigoriy: In English this week I chose to speak about 
playing a guitar because it is my favourite thing to do. I 
planned what I was going to say first but I was unsure 
about reading in front of my class. 
Allen: In English I spoke about my hobby cycling to my 
class. I introduced myself to my friends and I had to 
remember everything, but I couldn’t and needed key 
words to help me. 
Gabriel: I chose to talk about music for my English 
speech because it is 
my favourite hobby 
that I like to do at 
home. I felt nervous 
and embarrassed to 
talk in front of the class, 
but it was fine and I’m 
pleased that I was able 
to do this. I think I will 
be more confident to 
do a speech in the 
future. 

Pine 

This week, Sycamore have been working hard to achieve an ICT qualification. 
There are six different components, and pupils need to pass each one to gain 
the qualification. 
 
April: I found it hard to concentrate to begin with, so I did the work at home, 
and I passed all of the units and got my certificate. 
Josiah: We did about online safety. I was given some extra time as I found it 
quite hard. I think that I need to think more about the answers so that I can pass. 

Chiara: I have managed to pass three of the units. I still need to complete the units on passwords and sharing 
information. 
RJ: we were learning about online safety. This is important so you can learn good information while keeping safe 
around others. 
Kelsey: I feel pleased with myself because I passed all of the units and I will now get my certificate. I worked 
independently and I really focussed on the answers. 
Lex: The first time I tried, I managed to complete 2 units. Now I'm on my fifth unit. I hope to complete it all soon. 
Demaris: I have only had one session so far, but I want to pass all of the units. It is important to be safe on-line and to 
know that you can’t be groomed. Also it helps to understand about what it is safe to share. 

Sycamore 

Ash 
Ash class are learning about travelling the world by boat. We went on our own boat journey to explore the great 
unknown.  

 

Lucy: I sailed on the boat. I made a 
flag for the boat.  
Carter: I jumped on board a pirate 
ship and the captain said to me...  
Aneyk: On the boat.  
Hamza: Boat. 
Alex: Alex on the boat.  
Olivia: Olivia loved going on the 
boat and when she got back to the 
classroom she started to draw a boat 
on the whiteboard with no adult 
prompting.  



Elm 
What a great start to the year! The cold weather certainly 
fits with our Ice Worlds topic. We have already flown to 
Antarctica - passports and boarding passes in hand. Our 
stunning start included lots of exciting activities in 
Science: experiments with ice, observational drawings, 
making ice-cream and making our very own cardboard 
snow structure. 
 
Naomi: I liked making ice-cream. We had to use ice and 
salt. We used lots of milk and we had to shake it. It was a 
bit tricky! 
Chibunna: I liked when we were pretending to fly to 
Antarctica, it was fun. On the aeroplane they gave us 
some biscuits. 
Ashantey: I like the role play area, there are sleeping 
bags. It is Captain Scott’s hut. 
Samuel: I loved the aeroplane and the airport. I liked 
sitting next to Naomi. I really liked having a passport. 

Ollie: I liked the Science 
experiment, it was quite fun. I 
had to use a radiator to melt 
the ice. The hot water 
melted the ice fastest.  
Calvin:  I liked the ice-cream. 
I liked making it with the ice 
and salt. We had to shake it! 
Adam:  I liked the aeroplane, 
I love role play. We had to 
queue in the airport. We 
went to Antarctica. 
Tristan:  I like the ice experiment. I had to melt the ice 
with salt. I chose salt because I thought it would melt the 
ice faster. People put salt on the ground to melt ice. 
Oliver:  I liked going on the aeroplane to the Antarctic. 
We had a passport. We saw lots of snow. 

This week Palm Class have been talking about 
staying in class bubbles because of Covid. 
 
Alexis: I like being in class bubbles because eating in 
classroom is quiet. 
Bradley: I don't like being in bubbles because it 
keeps me away from my best friend 'K' and my 
girlfriend 'R', I am missing them too much. 

Daniel: I like being in a bubble because I play football with my class. 
Karanveer: I like being in a bubble because it keeps you safe. 
Katie: I like being in a bubble because we eat lunch in the classroom, because it's quiet and we watch interesting 
films about wildlife. 
Kris: I like being in a bubble; it's good. 
Malachi: I don't like being in bubbles because of the Covid. I miss my friend and playing together. I miss eating in 
the hall, and I miss playing football with my friends. 
Maks: Being in bubbles keeps you safe. Eating in the classroom is quiet. I have Miss Idris as a teacher, we do lots of 
lessons and I play football with my class. I like it because it is nice, relaxing, fantastic and amazing. 
Quintin: I don't like being in bubbles because I miss my friends. 
Tino: We are in bubbles to keep safe in class. I like eating lunch in my classroom.          

Palm 

This week oak class loved 
their stunning start to our 
fabulous new topic of Ice 
Worlds. We got on an 
imaginary plane and flew 
all the way to... Antarctica! 
We had so much fun 
making our own ice cream 
and thinking about what 

we want to learn about Ice worlds. During the week we 
have learnt about the 7 continents of the world, played 
with our icy small world and continued to learn how to 
measure using centimetres. 
 
Ashmit: On aeroplane. Too cold! Ice cream. 
Amelia: I have been playing with ice world animals, we 
are learning about continents. There are 7. 

Cody: I like ice world Tuff Tray. 
Dejon: Ice cold. Snow. 
Jeffrey: We painted an aurora 
with paint, paintbrushes and a 
toothbrush. 
Noah: We decorated the 
classroom to make it an ice world. 
Ryan: We made ice cream in bag 
with ice. 
Steven: I have liked playing with 
the sabre tooth tiger on the Tuff 
Tray. 
Toby: I play with small ice world 
and Tuff Tray 
Ugne: I helped Miss Frith make the 
classroom snowy. 

Oak 

Hazel 
This week Hazel class 
have been very 
enthusiastic learning 
about the formation 
and development of 
the Earth as part of our 
Topic lessons. 
 
Taylon: I liked topic 

this week because I got to use my laptop and was able 
to draw a picture of the first plants on Earth. 
Sohaib: I enjoyed topic this week we learnt about the 
Earth's timeline. I drew a lizard, which was part of the 
Earth’s timeline. I learnt that lizards evolved before 
humans and dinosaurs.  
Tamsin: In topic I enjoyed learning about how the Earth 
was made. I drew the first modern humans. They were 
evolved 130,000 years ago. 

Kade: This week in topic I learnt about how dense metals 
sank into the centre of the earth and formed the core 
which the outside cooled and solidified to form the 
earth's crust 4,500,000,000 years ago. 
Oskar: This week in topic we learnt about the 
endangered earth. I enjoyed learning about the Earth. I 
made a timeline about the earth. I drew the Earth. 
Alfie: I enjoyed learning about the Earth this week in 
topic. I drew a picture of a fish for our timeline we made. 
Jasmine: I enjoyed learning about the endangered earth 
in topic this week. I drew a dinosaur and a meteorite. The 
meteorite killed the dinosaurs. 
Kyle: In topic this week we learnt about the Earth. I made 
a timeline, and it was about before sea animals was in 
the sea. 
Kailey: In topic this week, I enjoyed learning about the 
things what used to be alive a long time ago. I also 
enjoyed drawing dinosaurs for our timeline.  



Walnut 

Cedar 

Hazel class have been 
practising their addition 
and subtraction skills this 
week.  They were working 
in pairs and groups, 
supporting each other to 
work out their calculations. 
 
Dawid: In Maths we were 
using a new skill called 

exchanging. When there is too much in one column in 
our sum, we exchange it and move it to the next column 
up.  
Abiah: We used base 10 to add numbers up and see 
what the answer is. We worked on the floor as a group 
to do our sums. I helped my group learn by showing 
them. I think we are now confident with Maths. 
Kirsty: I worked with Chloe and Bella on the floor. We 
were doing place value in our adding and subtracting 
questions. We used the exchange method. I taught it to 
my group to help them. 
Oumar: I have practiced with base 10 to get better at 
adding and subtracting. I worked with Dawid, Ethan and 
Mr Jaymes. We exchanged when we needed to in our 
sums. 
Kieran: We have been adding and subtracting numbers. 
Mrs Porter set up maths challenges on the floor. When 

my group had learnt it, I taught it to Rebecca. 
Rebecca: I have been working on my subtraction and 
addition. I am really pleased my addition has improved. I 
like using base 10. 
Ethan: I have been doing my addition and subtraction. 
We used our tens and ones with base10 to work out the 
answer. 
Callum: I used base 10 for addition and subtraction. I 
found it easy using them. It helps me understand. 
Logan: We used base 10 cubes and exchanged them 
each time we had ten. We used them for addition and 
subtraction. I liked the floor challenges. 
Chloe: This week I worked with Bella and Kirsty. We 
worked on the floor 
exploring place value 
using counters and base 
10. My sums have got a lot 
better. 
Bella: I worked on my 
addition and subtraction 
in a group. We used place 
value to work it out. I am 
really good at my place 
values already so tried 
some harder sums. I 
helped the other students too. 

This week we have 
enjoyed learning about 
endangered species 
around the world thinking 
about the countries they 
live in. As the theme is 
countries of the world, we 
used this as inspiration for 
Dance. We had a go at 
line dancing from USA. In 
Maths we have been 

completing our baseline addition and subtraction 
assessments. In English we are excited to be starting our 
new book ‘The Butterfly Lion’ by Michael Morpurgo. The 
class were surprised to learn how tough boarding school 
was years ago and about the cane which is what some 
of them discuss in this week's newsletter. 
 
Amy: This term in PE we are doing hockey. We learnt to 
dribble the ball. I liked playing the game because I find it 
quite easy.  
Mya:  I did well in my Maths assessment. I find addition 
quite easy but multiplication quite hard.  
Jake:  Great white sharks are endangered because they 
are being hunted and fished for their fins. They have 300 
teeth. They are the biggest water predators in the world. 

Tammi:  I like ‘The Butterfly Lion’ book because it seems 
interesting finding out about a boy who went to 
boarding school. Boarding school was horrible because 
they had to do cross country in awful weather and they 
had to stand in a corner with a book on their head if they 
were naughty. 
Scarlett:  I have enjoyed English because I like writing. We 
are reading ‘The Butterfly Lion’ the main character is 
called a boy called Bertie. It is set in the old days. He is at 
a boarding school. We are lucky to go home. The 
children will miss their family. 
Lucas:  ‘The Butterfly Lion’ is about boarding school. They 
are boys. One of the boys is mean to Bertie he is a bully. 
Harry:  has done lots of 
independent research this week 
using his laptop. 
Kyle:  I have enjoyed all of my 
lessons because they have 
been fun. I like all of the new 
topics. 
Mayson:  Boarding school was 
horrible and cruel because the 
teachers are mean. They caned 
you on the hand or on the back 
of the knees. 

Maple 
Last week we had our stunning start for our new topic: Ice Worlds. We 
flew to Antarctica (The South Pole). Once we arrived, we took part in 
four exciting activities; we drew some snapshots of Antarctica, a 
science experiment involving ice, we made a snow globe and finally 
we made some ice cream. 
 

Alex: The ice cream was horrible because it was salty! 
Ibrahim: I enjoyed the science experiment. I used boiling hot water out of the kettle to melt 
my ice and it melted the quickest! 
Alfie: We went on the plane. It was awesome, we had drinks and biscuits. Miss Poulter was an 
air hostess and checked our passports and tickets. We didn’t miss our flight! It was super 
awesome watching the plane land. 
Kajetan: Make ice- cream. Use ice and shake. Yummy. 
Riley: We went to the Antarctic and then we made ice-cream with milk. We had to shake it with the ice. 
Aishah: Ice-cream is made by milk. Cows make milk. It’s called vanilla ice-cream. It tasted great. 
Larissa: I ate ice-cream. It tasted like salt and I hate salt. I liked it a little bit. I loved the sprinkles and stuff. 
Tyrese: I liked the ice cream. (In the experiment) we put salt on our ice but it didn’t melt, it made it colder. It hurt my 
hands. 
Kieran: We made ice cream! We had to put salt on the ice so it made it colder –10 degrees! We had to shake it like 
a maniac! 



ICT News 

Last week in Willow class we had our stunning start for our 
new topic Ice Worlds. We role played going on a plane 
to the Antarctic and then completed some really fun 
activities once we landed our plane. These included 
exploring the landscape and drawing snapshots of what 
we saw, completing a science experiment to melt ice 
and making ice cream.  
 
Robert: My favourite part was doing the snapshots of the 
penguins we saw on the plane. 
Jack: We made ice cream and drew pictures of 
Antarctica. 
Kaleem: I liked the ice cream it wasted nice. 
Courtney: It was fun going on the plane and doing the 
experiment to melt the ice. 

Hannah: I liked when 
we pretended to fly 
and then made 
snapshots of what we 
saw. 
Max: I liked making 
the ice cream 
because it was 
chunky and nice. 
Ruby:  I liked drawing 
the snapshots, I drew 
the mountains and 
the penguins. 
Kaiden: I liked making ice cream and doing our 
experiment with the hair dryer to melt ice. 

Willow 

New Build 

Certification News 

Congratulations 
to April, Kelsey, Chiara, 
Lex and Harri in 
Sycamore class, for 
completing the EVERFI 
Digital Wellness & Safety 
Award. The course 

tackles some of the most pressing digital issues facing 
pupils today, preparing them to be better ‘digital 
citizens.’  It encourages them to take practical steps to 
protect their privacy and safety online as well as 
evaluate content for accuracy, perspective, and 
motive. 
The remaining pupils in Sycamore continue to work 
through the award and I expect that with determination 
(Grange’s Value of the Week) they will complete it in 
their next lessons. Cedar class, Hazel class and Ashlee, 
Daniela and Ewan in Pine class have also started working 
towards the award and will have completed it by 
February half-term. 

 

BCS (Chartered Institute for IT) 
In other exciting news, Grange 
Academy is in the end stages 
of becoming an Assessment 
centre for BCS – formerly The Chartered Institute for IT. 
This will allow us to offer a range of industry-recognised 
awards and qualifications. More on this shortly. 
ICT Challenge 
In next week's newsletter I will be releasing information on 
the latest school-wide ICT Challenge!  
ICT Star Class of the Week 
Pupils in Palm class have practised using their internet 
research skills to find out about different endangered 
animals, they have then transferred the information to a 
PowerPoint presentation to use for the next steps in 
creating a set of their own Top Trumps.  
Well done and to all my ICT classes keep up the 
excellent work, I know it is tricky now, but you are doing 
some fantastic work and I am enormously proud of you 
all. 
 
 

The new build is certainly coming 
along at a rapid pace.  We have 
had one of our terrapin buildings 
demolished and the steel frame is 
now in place and brickwork has 
started.  It is a very imposing 
structure as you drive down Halsey 
Road. 

Grange Academy are pleased to announce that we have been 
accepted to participate in the Co-op Food Share Programme. We 
have been matched 
with the Cranfield store. 
We will bring further 
news soon. Mrs 
Gallagher has been 
determined and we are 
very grateful that her 
efforts have paid off.  

Food for Life—Bronze Award 

Chinese New Year 1st February 2022 

Children’s Mental Health Week w/c Monday 7th February 2022 

Online Safety Day Tuesday 8th February 2022 

Parent Coffee Morning  14th January 2022 

Christmas Jumper Day Wednesday 15th December 2021 

End of Term Friday 11th February 2022 

Half Term Monday 14th—Friday 18th February 2022 

Pupils return to school Monday 21st February 2022 

Diary Dates 

Grange Academy 
are thrilled to 
announce that we 
have achieved the 
Food for Life Bronze 
Award.  This award 
was achieved by 
all staff and pupils 
who were 
committed to 
making changes in 
school to promote 
good food culture.   
The following was 
noted in our official 
letter of 
recognition: ‘I 
would like to 

personally congratulate the school on all 
the hard work and great things you are 
doing around good food culture. I hope 
that you will use this award to generate 
excitement towards your journey to Silver.’ 
 
A big thank you to Mrs Porter and Ms Perry 
for their amazing commitment to this 
award. 


