
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
We have reached the end of a very busy term and I am very 
proud of all the pupils and staff at Grange Academy. Both 
Grange pupils and new pupils have settled back into a normal 
timetable and adjusted well to expectations and routines. They 
have also coped incredibly well with the extra testing and 
changes over the last few weeks in response to the latest 
outbreak.  
 
The work that all pupils have produced both in and outside of 
the classroom has been exemplary: it has been wonderful to 
watch the them (and staff) enjoy and engage in so many 
different sessions. We were lucky enough to have our 
residentials and day trips early on in September and to secure 
visitors to come into school before we had to go into bubbles. 
Forest School and Dance continue to be popular and pupils 
continue to grow in confidence and independence on a week by 
week basis. The themed days have also proved exciting and I am 
pleased to note that pupils are able to talk more about topics 
because key words and vocabulary are being reinforced across 
the curriculum. Thank you to all those parents who have supported 

their children to complete the tasks on the learning logs: it really 
does help to reinforce and increase the opportunities for our pupils to use and understand key 
words, talk about what they know and learn new things in a different environment. If you have 
not had time, but would still like to do this, you will find them on our website under the parent 
tab in the ‘Learning at Home’ section.  
 

I also want to mention the fantastic work that has been 
happening after school. The fitness classes have been incredibly 
successful, Ms Charnock is always proud of the progress 
the pupils make during these sessions. In addition to this, 
the Duke of Edinburgh sessions have been great fun. I 
am very jealous of the games and activities they do. 
There always seems to be a great sense of team spirit, 
fun and laughter and it is heart warming to see the pupils 
enjoying themselves whilst also volunteering and 
developing different skills. I know that Mr Kilcoyne was 
disappointed to have to cancel some of the sporting 

fixtures and is hoping that next year will be a little kinder to us and allow us to re-join 
community events.  
 

I hope you will join me in congratulating our amazing staff who, despite sickness, 
daily changes and a Covid outbreak have continued to deliver 
an irresistible curriculum. Their teamwork is inspirational as are 
their continued efforts, dedication, and commitment. I am very 
grateful for all their hard work and resilience. All our pupils have 
benefitted from their care, guidance and expertise.  Sadly we 
will be saying goodbye to Ms Horner who has accepted a 
position in another school. She has made many valuable 
contributions both inside and outside of the classroom and has 
raised a lot of money for the school. Her energy, enthusiasm 

will be greatly missed by all.  
 
I also would like to thank governors and parents for your continued support. There have 
been so many lovely comments about the kind, caring way that staff have helped pupils to 
meet personal and academic outcomes. This really does mean a lot to all of us, especially 
when we are working long hours to deliver outstanding lessons.  
 
Finally, I would like to wish you all a blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.  I hope you have a restful and 
relaxing holiday with family and friends. Please look after each other and come back 
happy and healthy in January.  We look forward to doing more amazing things with 

you and your children from the Pupils return to 
school on 4th January.  
Remember, we will remain in bubbles until the 10th 
January which will give us a chance to evaluate 
risk and decide on next steps when we return.  
 
Kind regards 
Angie Morris (Acting Head) 

16th December 2021 



Oak 

Walnut 
Last Friday we learned 
about Hanukkah the 
Jewish Festival of Lights. 
The students learned 
about the story of 
Hannukah and 
practiced writing their 
names in Hebrew. They 
played a game that 
Jewish children play 
called Dreidel and 
looked at what a 

synagogue is. This week we have decorated our class 
Christmas tree. The students worked in groups to create 
decorations linked to the terms learning journey in Maths, 
English and Topic. They created some wonderful hanging 
decorations from polydron shapes to spell books and 
broomsticks made from twigs and leaves for Macbeth 
and Saxon houses and Viking axes for topic! 
 
Jake:  Hannukah is the festival of lights. The festival is 
eight days long. They give each other presents to 
celebrate. The religion is called Judaism. 
Baron:  It was really fun today. I learned lots about 
Hannukah and enjoyed all of the activities we did 
especially the chocolate at the end. 
Scarlett:  We played a game which had different letters 
on it. You have to spin it and you might have to put a 
coin in the box or you might get some coins! I needed 
some help with making it. It was hard to fold it.  

Mya: We made dreidels. We 
wrote our names in Hebrew. 
Mya in Hebrew is ‘Memyoda’. 
They don’t use vowels in 
Hebrew. 
Mayson: I learnt that Jewish 
people speak Hebrew. I enjoyed 
colouring in my menorah. 
Kyle: I learnt it is hard to speak 
Hebrew. I wrote my name in 
Hebrew. I used ink and a quill. 
Jerusalem is a very old city.  
Lucas: I wrote with a quill and 
ink. I wrote my name in Hebrew. 
Jewish people pray at a 
synagogue. They read from a 
scroll.  
Amy: We made some scrolls. We wrote in Hebrew. My 
name in Hebrew is Amemyed. I liked using the quill to 
write with. I learnt that the festival is eight days. The oil 
was only supposed to last for one day it lasted for eight. 
A miracle candle! 
Tammi: I have learned lots. I learned that they play 
dreidel. They worship at a synagogue. My favourite bit 
was colouring my menorah.   
Harry: Today felt like Christmas because it was so calm 
and how the Jews did not think racism was good so the 
Macabees fought against the Romans. I made a dreidel 
the game was fun because you had to spin the dreidel 
and you had to do what it said. 

This week in Food Tech we learnt how to make eggy bread. The children 
really enjoyed practising their life skills, cracking and whisking eggs, as well 
as learning about safety in the kitchen. This week we have also enjoyed 
doing some Christmas crafts, getting our hands all messy in paint to make 
some Rudolph antlers. 
 
Amelia: It was super eggy! There was milk in it too. 
Dejon: First time. Yummy. 
Jeffrey: So we got some eggs, broke it, then put the egg on it then mixed it 
and flipped it. We put it on the stove then it turned into eggy bread! 
Noah: It was good. We made it using bread and egg. 
Ryan: So tasty. Two thumbs up. I was eating the eggy. I like egg bread it 
was delicious. An that was really good and that’s why it was so delicious on 
Wednesday. 
Steven:  Yes I liked it. It tasted so eggy. 
Toby: We did eggs with Mis Frith. 
Ugne: Good tasty, I love it. 

Pine 

Pine class have been learning about the Jewish festival of lights ‘Hanukkah’. 
 
Ashlee: Hanukkah is about a festival for the Jewish people and it is like the Diwali festival of lights. The Jewish people 
eat doughnuts and latkes, these are pan fried potato pancakes. The most important part of Hanukkah is lighting the 
Hanukkah candle. 
Grigory: In the Maccabean war the king of Syria attacked the Greeks and tried to destroy their temples but the 
Jews fought back and fixed their temples and lit their Menorah again.  
Ben: When we celebrated Hanukkah I sequenced the Hanukkah story and did the Hora dance. We had to get in a 
circle and dance to the music. You can watch our video on Evidence 
Me, it was the best! 
Daniela: Hanukkah is a celebration for the Jewish people and they 
light special candles on a holder called Menorah and they light a 
candle each day of the festival. We all did danced together. I have 
candles when I celebrate Christmas. Jesus was born at Christmas and 
when he was a man he told everyone to be kind to each other.  
Ewan: Hanukkah is about the festival of light and is celebrated by 
many Jewish people around the world. An evil king called Antiochus 
from Syria wanted everyone to believe in what he wanted to believe 
in and he went all over the world to fight people so that they would 
believe in his beliefs. 
Allen: At Hanukkah Jewish people do dancing where they hold hands 
and kick their legs out when they are in a circle and it makes them 
feel happy because they are celebrating the festival of lights. 
Gabriel: At the Hanukkah celebration Jews play dreidel game. They 
take turns to spin the dreidel and they win tokens and the overall 
winner wins chocolate. 



Acer 

Elm class have been making Dreidels on Hanukkah Day. 
 
Samuel: We made a dreidel, we spun the dreidel, we scored points. 
Adam: Hanukkah is the festival of light, the oil burned for 8 days. I liked 
making the menorah. 
James: I liked learning the dance on Hanukkah day. 
Chibunna: We learned about Hanukkah. Jewish people celebrate 
Hanukkah. They worship at a synagogue. 
Tristan: On Hanukkah day I showed determination when I made my 
menorah. I liked the dancing too. 
Calvin:  On Hanukkah day I like cutting and dancing and when 
Samuel blew out the candles on the menorah. 

Naomi: I liked learning the Hanukkah dance we had to work together. 
Megan:  I enjoyed everything about Hanukkah day. I loved the arts and crafts we did. I was 
good at fixing the dreidels together.  

Acer Class learnt about Hanukkah. We learnt about why Jewish people 
celebrate Hanukkah and how it is celebrated.  
  
Marcus:  We ate jam doughnuts. We also played the dreidel. We listened to 
Hanukkah music. Jewish people celebrate Hanukkah to remember the 
miracle of the oil.  
Lolu:  I saw nine candles. I ate jam doughnuts. I didn’t like the doughnut.  
Josh:  I blew the candles out on the menorah. I saw the lights.  
Aaron:  on Hanukkah day, Aaron ate jam doughnuts. Jewish people 
celebrate Hanukkah.  
Alfie:  We lit the candles on the menorah. We ate delicious doughnuts. They 

eat doughnuts cooked in oil to remind them of the miracle of the oil.  
Max: I lit a candle on the menorah. I played with the dreidel.  
Owyn: I played the dreidel game. I had to spin it. I played with Marcus.  
Harry: 

Elm 

Hazel 

Hazel class On Friday we learned about the Jewish festival of Hanukkah. 
 
Alfie: I enjoyed Hanukkah day, I learned in the story of Hanukkah they didn’t have enough oils 
for the menorah but there was a miracle and they stayed alight for 8 days 
Allan: We played the traditional game of dreidel. We made a dreidel to play with first. It was 
fun learning about Hanukkah. 
Kyle: I learned that Jewish people light 8 candles on the 
menorah each Hanukkah.  We had hot chocolate and 
marshmallows. 
Taylon: I enjoyed cooking the rainbow bread we had fun.   
Kade: We have been learning about Hanukkah it was fun.  I 

enjoyed playing the game with the dreidel. 
Tamsin: I made a story board about Hanukkah, it was very interesting learning about 
it.  I liked the hot chocolate, it was very tasty. We made rainbow bread too. It was 
amazing. 
Jasmine: We made a story board about Hanukkah, I learned that the good soldiers 
fought the bad King. 
Kailey: Today we learned about Hanukkah we read about it and then made a story 
board. We also made rainbow bread, it was fun. 
Oskar: I learned that there was an evil king, but the soldiers beat his army.  We had hot chocolate and 
marshmallows at the end of the day. 
 

This week in Willow class we have been making decorations for our Christmas tree. We have researched early 
Christmas tree ornaments from the Stuart period of history and the Victorian times. We  have tried to recreate them 
and had lots of fun making them. 
 
Jordan: I used dough to make a bear. 
Robert: I made a coat of arms. 
Max: I made an ornament with cherries on it. 
Hannah: I researched the decorations on the laptop. 
Kaiden: I made a candle, that’s how they light the tree. 
Summer: I made a key, it was good. 
Ruby and Courtney: We made angels using an old-fashioned book. 
Jack: I made a Christmas tree ornament as they used plants. 
Kaleem: I made an angel. 
Robin: I made a church window arch as Christmas was about churches in old 
times. 

Willow 



Beech 

On Friday, Beech class learnt all about Judaism and the celebration of Hannukah. 
 
Kalen:  We learned all about Judaism, the Torah and the 613 commandments 
called mitzvah.  Hannukah Day was fun because we got to learn a new way of 
writing.  We made a dreidel and played a game where we had to win what Jewish 
people call gelt. 
Kaschan:  I liked that we played a game with the dreidel that we made.  I won my 
game so I got some chocolate.  We did cutting and sticking and colouring in.  It 
was a really good day and good to learn about a different religion. 

Ray:  I really enjoyed Hannukah Day.  My favourite part was when we learnt all about the symbols in Hebrew writing 
and we wrote our own names. 
Bradley:  Hannukah Day was really good.  My head felt like it was going to 
explode with all the new things that I learnt.  We made a toy called a dreidel. 
John Paul:  It was one of the best days.  We practised our cutting and sticking 
skills by making candle menorahs. 
Ben:  I enjoyed it when we wrote our names in Hebrew writing.  The writing is 
written backwards with symbols and no vowels. 
Rodney:  I loved Hannukah Day because we coloured Menorahs in bright 
colours and we wrote our names in Hebrew writing. 
Keith:  Services in the synagogue are led by a religious leader called a rabbi, 
which means ‘teacher’ in Hebrew.  I liked doing the Hebrew writing.  A Jewish 
man will wear a cap called a kippah. 
Reece:  I really liked writing my name in Hebrew writing.  Jewish people worship 
God in a synagogue on Saturdays during the Shabbat. 

 

In Maple Class we celebrated Hanukkah Last Friday, this is a festival from the 
Jewish Calendar; the Festival of lights. We learned about the Rabbi and the 
service Jewish people have in the synagogue. 
During our day we listened to a story and completed some different Jewish 
activities; we made a menorah, a dreidel and enjoyed donuts in the afternoon. 
 
Jerome: We were making our own paper dreidel. They play games with it. 
Larissa: Make a menorah, Miss Jones used clay, there were 8 candles, as it lasted 
8 nights. 

Skye: We made a dreidel with card, it was a triangle at the top and a cube, it is used to play games, so if you 
landed on hay the player gets half the sweets. 
Riley: I made candle. It had 8 candles. We watched a video all about Hannukah. 
Kajetan: We had donut, they were good, we used a plate and candles for the 
lights. 
Alex: We wore bright colours, as it was the festival of lights, we celebrated Jew 
celebration. 
Ibrahim: Made some candles, 8 candles for 8 nights, it burned for 8 days, 
celebrating festival of lights. We made a menorah, half a paper plate, coloured 
bright colours. 
Tyrese: We made menorah, with paper plates and we coloured the plate, we put 
fire not real candles, and then we made a spinning thing (dreidel). 

 

Maple 

On our Hanukkah day, Sycamore were a small group due to several of the class 
being absent. We still managed to have a good day and took part in a range of 
fun and interesting activities. 
 
Skye: We were making bread and we used different colours to represent 
Joseph’s coat of many colours. We made it into four pieces and added food 
colouring then we rolled it out and made it into a plait. It turned out 
wonderfully. 
Lex: We made a dreidel and it would not glue together, so we had to Sellotape 
it. We used a pencil for the handle. There were Jewish symbols and after a few 

spins I understood what they all meant. 
RJ: I did some work experience in the kitchen. I did some washing up and I got the 
plates and cutlery ready for everyone’s lunch. I also went on Prodigy, I find it really 
good. 
April: We played a game that Jewish people play at Hanukkah. We made a 
dreidel which is a sort of spinning top. We played the game with chocolate coins. 
You had to spin the dreidel and you had to either take all of the chocolate, take 
half, have none or place another coin in the centre. It was really fun. 
Demaris: The bread was lovely. It was soft and melted in my mouth. I ate it with jam. 
The food colouring did not work well; it was in streaks and spots instead of a solid 
colour.     
 

 

Sycamore 



Cedar class have been learning about the Jewish faith and in particular the festival of 
Hannukah. We would like to share with you some interesting facts we found out. 
 
Chloe:  Games are played during Hannukah. A dreidel is a spinning top game. It has 
numbers on 4 sides. 
Oumar:  One of the foods eaten during Hannukah is potato pancakes. They are 
made from grated potato. 
Rebecca:  The story of Hannukah celebrates the tale of the Maccabees who 
defeated the Greek king Antiochus after three years of war. 
Kieran:  Hannukah is celebrated by Jewish people wherever they are. Hannukah is celebrated every year. 
Ethan:  Hannukah is from Sunday 28th November to Monday 6th December this year. Hannukah commemorates 
the rededication during the second century of the temple in Jerusalem. 

Cedar 

Hanukkah Day was on Friday; we had a great time with an off-timetable day doing 
all sorts of fun and interesting activities.  We learned how to write our names in 
Hebrew and how to make dreidels and play a game traditionally played during the 
festival. 
 
Malachi: On Hanukkah day we made a dreidel. I used scissors to cut. Then I put some 
tape on it. We were playing the dreidel, you have to spin it to see who loses or wins to 
get the coins. We did some Hebrew writing, I wrote some letters to write my name, I 
used ink. We made a menorah for the festival. 
Quintin: Hanukkah day was good, lesson 1 I was learning about Hanukkah. Next we 
made and played a game, dreidel. The game was fun. It was a Jewish Festival. 
Katie: On Hanukkah we played the game. We made a dreidel out of paper. You 

have to spin it to who wins the coins. 
Daniel:  On Hanukkah day, I played the game. It was fun cutting candle pictures for the 
menorah. We made a dreidel, fold the paper in half, put a hole for the stick, add tape in the 
right places, colour the stars- it was good. You have to spin the dreidel then you can put 
coins in or out of the pot.  
Alexis:  Hanukkah Day is a Festival Day, people light candles, people pray to God, who 
made the rules hundreds of years ago. There were 10 rules. We made a dreidel, it’s a game, 
we win lovely sweets. 
Tino:  On Friday we celebrated Hanukkah day. I wrote my name in Hebrew. We made a 
dreidel and played a game, it was fun. 
Maks: Hanukkah day is fun, we have to wear normal clothes, not uniform. We made a 
dreidel, it was like a spinning top. We played a game, I won some glass counters. We had a 
fun day. Hannukah is the festival of light. 
Karanveer: On Friday we celebrated Hanukkah day, we made a dreidel, did Hebrew writing 
and we used a feather pen and ink, I wrote my name. Hanukkah is called the Festival of 
Lights. 

Palm 

Christmas Tree Competition Winners 

In addition the above festivities, Grange has also been celebrating Christmas this week. There have been some 
marvelous lessons, where pupils have learned about the Christian celebration and had many opportunities to 
demonstrate their values. Well done to all classes for entering the Christmas Tree Competition.  It was truly wonderful 
to see how they tried to capture the thematic learning that they have covered this term, they produced some 
beautiful works of art! Every class got the opportunity to dress a  Christmas tree to their own class design.  The 
following classes were the overall winners: 
 

ASC—Pine Class Primary—Elm Secondary—Palm 



Autumn Term 2021 

Pine class have been awarded with a mufti day on Friday 7th January 2022 and 

each pupil will receive a reward point.  Well Done!! 

Jeffrey – Oak   
Robin – Willow  
Logan – Cedar  

Ugne – Oak 
Olivia – Ash  

Oumar – Cedar 
Toby – Oak 

Joshua – Acer  
Ethan - Cedar  

Ryan – Oak 
Ben – Pine  

Kirsty - Cedar 
Chibunna – Elm 

Ewan – Pine  
Scarlett – Walnut 

Ollie – Elm 
Gabriel – Pine  
Kyle – Walnut 

Oliver – Elm 
Allen – Pine  

Amy –  Walnut 
Tristan – Elm 

Daniel – Palm 
Tamsin – Hazel 
Alex – Maple 
Quintin – Palm 
Kailey – Hazel  
Ruby – Willow 

Tino – Palm 
Jack – Willow 
Alexis  Palm 
Max – Willow 
Ray - Beech 

Summer – Willow 
Kaschan –  Beech 

Pupils return to school on Tuesday 4th January 2022 


