5th November 2021

Grange Academy have continued with inspirational learning in the second half of the Autumn term. Happy Days
Charity supported Grange to enable us to facilitate both day trips and residential trips at the Caldecotte Outdoor
Centre. The weather was fantastic and pupils enjoyed many challenging and fun experiences. We are very grateful
for their support. Our pupils have also been researching the local area in Topic, making music using laptops and our
year 11’s have already started preparing for exams. It is going to be a busy term, but in true Grange style we will
work with any local Covid restrictions to give our pupils the best opportunities and diversity in their curriculum!

Primary Caldecotte Visit
Before half term students
in Primary (and some
secondary pupils) were
able to go on an
adventurous trip to
Caldecotte Lake. We
took part in four exciting
activities: paddle
boarding, sailing, the
wheely boat and bush
craft. It was a very busy
day! The students were split into 4 groups and the
groups rotated around the activities. Paddle boarding
involved the whole group (and some adults) climbing
onto a giant paddle board and paddling around the
lake. In sailing children were tasked with both steering
and controlling the sails. In bushcraft students faced the
challenge of building a shelter with only the materials
they were given – students showed some fantastic
teamwork in this activity. Finally, the wheely boat, a firm
favourite across the board, was a power boat and all
the students got a chance to steer it around the lake
(sometimes at top speed). All the students showed great
bravery, perseverance and took on each challenge
they were faced with. The student’s behaviour was
amazing, and all of the adults were very proud and
impressed with their groups.

the speed boat, it was the best day.
Robin: I was really good at sailing, I
saw a heron.
Adam: I like the power boat, that
was my favourite one! I felt like I was
a rich person.
Tristan: It was good, I enjoyed the
speedboat because it went very
fast!
Chibunna: I drove the speedboat
and I got very wet! I went sailing
and Keith was a little frightened,
so I was kind to him. I also sailed
the sailing boat. We kept on
bumping into other people’s sail
boats.
Megan: We went to go on a
boast and I drove it. I made two
people get wet and then we
did bush craft where we made
our own shelter. We had two
teams and we won because
our shelter was biggest. Then we
went paddle boarding.
Toby: (signed) white boat. So
cool!
Cody: My favourite one
was the white boat. Rich
Jerome: I liked to ride
and me are driving the
the boat coz it was really boat. We made waves!
fun and fast.
Ashmit: (signed) I like
Tyrese: I liked the speed white boat best.
boat coz it fast.
Steven: The white boat
Alex: I went sailing with
went so fast it was so
Miss Poulter. I made Miss awesome.
Poulter do all of the
Dejon: Boat! Drive on
steering and the sails!
water.
Aishah: It was soo fun. I Jeffrey: Caldecotte was
like going on a extreme
amazing. We went on a
boat because it was so
paddle board in the lake and on boats. We rolled down
fast. I did it because I’m the big hill. It was so awesome and the best day ever.

so brave! Milton Keynes.
Skye: I liked the fast boat because it’s really fast. I got
to drive it!
Kieran: The speedboat was my favourite. It was so fast!
Keith: (whilst on the speedboat, after feeling a little
afraid of the water) Miss Poulter, Mrs Horner that was…
Amazing! All my fears have gone!
Kaiden: I loved going on the
paddleboard, it was really funny
when we splashed Miss Jones.
Kaleem: I did the sailboat all on
my own.
Hannah: I liked going fast on the
speedboat. It was funny when we
screamed.
Ruby: I liked the sailboat and the
speed boat it was so much fun I
was like Moana.
Jack: I liked going really fast on
the boat.
Max: It was so funny when I did

Primary Pupils who Stayed in School
What a day we had in school whilst our friends were at Caldecott. We enjoyed being
with people from other classes seeing old friends and making new ones. We took part
in a fun PE lesson with Mr Kilcoyne, there were plenty of games to keep us fit! We
made jelly with Miss Poulter and in the classroom there was all manner of crafts, we
even made stain glass windows fit for a castle!
James: I liked making my stained glass window, there was lots to stick. We played fox
and chickens with Mr Kilcoyne, I can’t quite remember but I think I won. I also liked
playing with the castles and dragons. It was nice to have other people in our
classroom.
Samuel: I loved to play with the sparkly playdough!
Calvin: I liked playing with Samuel and Riley with the playdough.
Oliver: I liked going to PE- I like playing the chicken and fox game.

Walnut
We have had a nice first week back though some of the students (and
staff!) have found getting up early for school tiring. This week we have
completed our baseline assessments in math’s shape, space and
measure. I am sure the students will make great progress as they did in
Place Value. Our first lesson was about identifying properties of 3D shapes.
We did this using Knex and Polydrons. In topic we learnt about why the
Sikhs celebrate Diwali which is a different reason to the Hindu story we
learnt about last year. We are looking forward to the different and exciting
lessons we are going to do tomorrow on our off-timetable Diwali day. In
English the students have worked very hard. Mrs Morris and Miss Poulter
were so impressed with Walnut class when they visited one of our English
lessons last half term. This week the students are telling you what they have
learnt about the Macbeth story.
Amy: The most exciting thing in Macbeth is the story of what's happened in the death of king Duncan.
Jake: I like Macbeth because it has a gruesome storyline. The book is dramatic and insanely cool.
Baron: The most exciting thing in Macbeth is when he killed King Duncan so that he could
impress Lady Macbeth and become King. His wife is very selfish and really dangerous.
Scarlett: What l am enjoying about Macbeth is when we wrote a story about the escape.
My story was about climbing over the castle wall.
Mya: What I am enjoying about Macbeth is when they had the feast. I learnt about the
unusual foods they ate for example Peacock!
Mayson: I am enjoying Macbeth because I like how the story is so far.
Kyle: I am enjoying Macbeth because it is an old-fashioned story. It is helping me learn
about castles. Sometimes bad things can happen in castles! Like what happened to King
Duncan!
Lucas: What I am enjoying about Macbeth is the story about Lady Macbeth who planned
the murder of King Duncan. Macbeth was in lots of battles.
Tammi: The most exciting thing about Macbeth is the witches. They can predict the
future. My favorite characters are the witches because they are cool.
Harry: What I am enjoying about Macbeth is the drama because there are a lot of tense
and dramatic moments in the book. The book gives an effective aura to the person
reading the book because there are some graphic scenes in it. Parts of the book are

Pine
Pine class have been completing their maths assessments this week. They
have been reflecting on their achievements and looking at what they need to
focus on this half term to progress to their next steps in there learning.
Ewan: This week I did my maths assessment, and it was hard. I have made 7
points progress since September. I can count how many 10s in 500, complete
a part-whole diagram and I can place value numbers up to 10,000s. I feel I
have done good but I think I could of done better if I had read my questions
more carefully.
Daniela: When I did my maths test, I didn’t want to do it and I forgot my
commas in my high numbers and my numbers were wrong and I didn’t get all
my points. It is important to know where to put them in my big numbers when I
do place value then I will know what they are worth.
Ashlee: In my maths assessment this week I made 24 points progress since last
time and that is because I have been reading my questions carefully and I
have been putting numbers in the correct places. I have also improved on
my less than and more than sums and can count better.
Gabriel: My maths assessment was very hard for me, but I made 11 points
progress. I worked very hard on my sums, but I am going to work harder to
make better progress by the end of term.
Allen: When I did my maths assessment in September, I couldn’t do partwhole maths sums and I didn’t understand what greatest meant but now I
do, and I got them all right. This means I have learnt how to do them.
Ben: I made 5 points progress in my maths test this week and I feel happy. I
can match numbers to words, and I can count better.
Grigoriy: I did very well in my maths test, and I made 3 points progress. I want
to get more points this term and do even better.

Acer
In Topic, Acer class made the houses from the Three little pig story.
The houses were made of straw, sticks and bricks.
Lolu: I made a stick house. The stick house broke outside.
Owyn: The stick house is ruined because of the wind.
Aaron: I made a stick house with Owyn. It blew down outside.
Marcus: I made a brick house with Max. We took it outside to see if
the wind would blow it down. It did not blow down.
Max: I made the brick house with Lego. It didn’t go down in the
wind.
Josh: I made the straw house. I blew
it down in the wind.
Harry:

Cedar
In P.E. this week Cedar class have been working on their passing skills in
Football, they had to pass through passing arcs as well as trying to pass over
a long distance. They were taught to pass a short distance to use the “instep”
and when longer distances are required you use your “laces”.
Kirsty: I enjoyed improving my skills in P.E. and my passing got better.
Abiah: In P.E. we were working to improve our skills, at the end we got to play
a game with just the girls.
Rebecca: This term we are doing Football and fitness I really enjoy the
treadmill in the fitness suite, in football Mr Kilcoyne showed me how to pass a
ball.
Callum: I enjoyed the football match at the end as we worked as a team to
try and score a goal.
Logan: I was a good goalkeeper and Mr Kilcoyne praised me for the saves I
made. I liked being in goal.
Oumar: I enjoyed the match as I got to do some skills.
Kieran: I really enjoyed P.E. because we played a game and I got a lot of
the ball off the other team with some good tackling.
Dawid: We played a game after doing some practising and it was
enjoyable.
Chloe: I enjoyed playing Football in P.E., we improved our passing and
played a small game.

Ash

This week we started a new story in English called Welcome Home
Bear. Bear is bored and wants a new home but none of the homes he
looks at are suitable. The tree is too high, the desert is too hot and
underground is too dirty.
Alex: Cold snow and ice. Welcome home bear.
Hamza: Climbing high.
Carter: A hippo in mud.
Lucy: Bear climbed the tree but the tree was too high. He
was dizzy on the cliff.

Aneyk: Muddy.
Olivia: Olivia loved exploring the mud and other sensory items.

Sycamore
This week Sycamore have been thinking about the
qualifications they are working on.
Anna: In food tech we were learning about the healthy
food plate. The 2 biggest parts of the food plate should
be the fruit and vegetables and the carbohydrates.
There are some things that you shouldn’t have too
often. Some fish has omega 3 which is good for you.
Skye: In art we are working on self-portraits. We were
using dark lines and using different patterns. I think mine
is good.
Chiara: In ICT we are working towards a new
qualification. We were looking at spreadsheets and how
they can help you to add things up.
Kelsey: I have been working on Lexia. I have been
doing some extra work on word study.
April: We did tests in maths this week. I got 23, so I
passed. I am really proud because I am understanding

it better.
RJ: In English I am taking an exam to get a qualification
in level 1 Functional Skills. I will take the reading paper. I
feel a bit nervous about it. I have been
practicing in English all week.
Demaris: In my recent maths practice
paper I got 23, it was a big improvement
on my last one which was 7. I am very
proud.
Josiah: I’ve been enjoying science,
because I have been really focussed
and practising on the practical and
completing it in the time given.
Lex: This week I got a new book from the
library. It is a horror classic: ‘The Hounds
of the Baskervilles.’ I’ve just started it , it
seems ok so far.

Beech
In Music we have been creating our own tracks using Purple Mash on the laptops.
Keith: My piece of music has good flow. My track has lots of cool beats and sounds.
Reece: I added 24 more beats to my piece of music. All the beats are the same volume. It is loud.
Alfie: My piece of music is lots of electric guitars coming together to make one loud sound.
Ray: I added drums, claps and electric guitars on to my track. I think my track sounds perfect.
John Paul: My piece of music sounds like it would send you to sleep. It is slow and relaxing.
Ben: I have enjoyed listening to the other students tracks. It makes me want to dance.
Bradley: If you take one of the beats out, it changes the way the song sounds. My track sounds like a rap.
Kaschan: My piece of music has real rhythm. It’s got a bit of spice to it and makes you feel like dancing and
jumping.

Hazel
This week Hazel class have been thinking about what it would have
been like to live in Bedford during WWII. We read some accounts
of some schoolboys that were on their way to school in Queens
Park when a bomb dropped onto a sweet shop in Midland road.
Sohaib: I enjoyed looking at the stuff from WW2, there was masks,
helmets and lots more.
Alfie: I enjoyed topic lesson today because we are learning about
WW2. I went to the D-day story in Portsmouth during half term too.
Tamsin: I enjoyed looking at the equipment because it looked very
interesting. It was also fun to try them on.
Jasmine: I enjoyed learning about WW2 because I did not know
what some of the Germans did.
Allan: I liked looking at the WW2 artefacts. They were very
interesting.
Kade: I liked learning about WWII it was interesting because its
different from how the world is now. I think it’s better that there is

no war.
Kyle: I enjoyed dressing up in this week’s lesson. I wore a hat. we learned about WW2.
Taylon: I enjoyed todays lesson because we got to dress up. I enjoyed wearing the gas mask.
Kailey: Today’s lesson was about World War 2. I enjoyed learning about what it was like back in their day. I
enjoyed learning about it because we also looked at some stuff used in the WW2. I also enjoyed trying on the
hat.

Palm
This week in Life Skills we were thinking about how we look after guests in our
home, and what we would do for them. We practiced making drinks and
preparing snacks for a partner, pretending they were a guest, asking them
what they would like and making it for them.
Alexis: I was talking to Katie, she didn’t want anything to eat or drink so I
helped Katie make a coffee for me. I made toast for Ms Idris.
Malachi: I use the kettle to boil. I use the hot chocolate to put in the mug. I
asked Maks if he would like some toast and hot
chocolate and he said yes. I put some kettle water in
the mug. I pour some milk in the mug. I enjoy toast and hot chocolate.
Quintin: My partner was Bradley in Life Skills, I made a hot chocolate it was yummy. Bradley
and me had cake.
Bradley: In Life Skills we have been serving each other drinks. But I got confused and didn’t
heat up my hot chocolate. We asked each other, also we served each other and had a
bit of a giggle, my partner was Quintin.
Katie: My partner was Alexis, I made her coffee. I put in two spoons of sugar.
Daniel: I asked Tino if she wanted toast in the toaster. I cooked it longer. I got the plates for
the toast and got the butter in the fridge and did spreading. I gave Tino the toast, she was
very polite.
Tino: I worked with Daniel. I put the toast in the toaster but it burnt. I had toast and jam.
Maks: I asked Malachi what he wanted to eat and drink. I made him hot chocolate and
two toast.

Forest School
Welcome to all the new groups at Forest School. This
term will see Ash, Elm, Maple, Walnut and Cedar visiting
the sight. There will be lots of activities, from a mud slide
to scientific investigation. Please make sure your child is
in appropriate clothing (wellies and water proofs) as we
will be out in all weather, rain, wind or shine.
This week we have been investigating spiders. Maple
were super lucky to see the field covered in spiders'
webs, quite a magical moment. We have made spiders
and webs, used the Kelly Kettle to boil water and been
reminded of the FS boundaries.
Ash Forest School Star of the Week: Hamza
worked extremely hard and was very calm. He made a brilliant spider.
Maple Forest School Star of the Week: This week Kieran was very
helpful throughout the whole session; he listened well to instructions
and helped his peers when they were struggling.
Elm Forest School Star of the Week: Naomi remembered how to use
the flint and steel, demonstrating to her peers and assisting them
when they found it difficult.
Walnut Forest School Star of the Week: A lovely session with Walnut.
Harry got stuck straight into all the activities, helping teach new classmates how to use the flint and steel as well as
demonstrating the respect position.

New Build Update

As you can see from the photos below, the playground and surrounding area is becoming unrecognisable as the
new build is really making progress.

Friends of Grange

Thank you Happy Days

We are sorry to announce that
unfortunately due to rising cases
in the Bedford Area we have
had to make the decision to
cancel the Grange Academy
Christmas Fayre. We will be
planning Christmas themed
events for the pupils with more
information to follow.

Grange Academy would like
to say a massive thank you to
Happy Days for funding the
M&M Theatre Production visit
to Grange in October 2021
Happy Days is a charity that supports children
with learning disabilities to enable them to
access sport, art and music workshops.
See our newsletter on 15th October 2021 for
more details.

Diary Dates
Anti Bullying Week

w/c 15th November 2021

Road Safety Week

w/c 22nd November 2021

End of Term

Friday 17th December 2021

Pupils return to school

Tuesday 4th January 2021

Please speak to Mrs Julie Lyons who is our link advisor at Bedford college.

Other Notices

Keep Safe this
Weekend

