12th November 2021

Grange Pupils certainly know how to celebrate in style. What a great day staff and pupils had on Friday 5th
November celebrating Diwali Day. Pupils experienced a wide range of activities from food tasting, dancing and
drums, making Diya pots and fireworks in Science!
In other news Primary had a very exciting visit from the Fire Service last week and on Thursday of this week pupils
and staff marked a one minute silence on Remembrance Day to mark all those who have fallen.

Grange Academy Celebrates Diwali
Acer Class

Acer Class explored Diwali
using our senses.
Josh: I tasted some food. I
liked the naan bread and the
poppadom's. I don’t like rice
and curry.
Max: I liked the food. I really
liked the poppadom's and the bread. I made a lantern
with Miss Noble.
Marcus: I liked the Diwali story. I liked tasting the food. I
didn’t like the poppadom's, but I liked the curry and rice.
Owyn: I liked doing dance with the ribbons. I liked
tasting the rice. I don’t like curry.
Lolu: I liked going to Miss Noble’s class. We made
lanterns. I used glue and made patterns with glitter.
Alfie: I loved seeing fireworks. They
were colourful and creative. I didn’t like
tasting Indian food.
Aaron: We went to Pine class with Miss
Noble. We made lanterns and I did a
wordsearch.
Harry

Ash Class

Ash class celebrated Diwali with lots of colour and glitter
(and mess!) We made firework party poppers and made
firework pictures and lanterns.
Lucy: I love Diwali day! It’s a
festival. I liked making fireworks.
Carter: Fireworks. Bang.
Aneyk: Fireworks in the sky.
Alex: I want fireworks.
Olivia: Olivia enjoyed making sure
staff tasted all the yummy Diwali
food!
Hamza: Firework. Light.

Beech Class

Beech Class celebrated Diwali
Day with food tasting, playing hockey in PE, making
fireworks in Science, decorating Diya pots and doing
dance and drumming.
Ray: My favourite part of Diwali was making the massive
flame in the Science lab. We used lots of different
chemicals to change the flames into different colours.
John Paul: My favourite part of Diwali was making the
bright colours in Science and I liked doing the big
explosion. I liked it when Mrs Hewitt made a sparkler
using iron filings. In the food tasting the samosa was the
best because it had a lot of flavour and was really spicy.
I tried all the different Diwali foods.
Reece: Science was
amazing at Diwali. I liked it
when I made a big flame.
In the food tasting my
favourite was the samosa
because it was a little bit
spicy. It makes your mouth
warm but it tastes good.
Kashchan: Science was
wicked! We made lots of
different coloured flames

like fireworks. We made a big fire
explosion using gas, washing up
liquid and fire. In food tasting the
dates were my favourite food to
try. They melt in your mouth and
taste really sweet. I like the texture
of the dates.
Rodney: I loved the big explosion
that we made in Science. I am
happy that we got to make our
own coloured fireworks using
chemicals and the Bunsen burner.
In food tasting I liked the
vegetable samosa because it had
good flavour. I didn’t enjoy the
dried fruits or the halwa.
Kalen: Science for Diwali was exciting, heart racing and
lots of fun. We made a big flame that went up to the
ceiling. In food tasting I really enjoyed the samosa.
When you tasted it there was a little bit of spice and
flavour. I liked the halwa – it tasted like Weetabix.
Keith: Science was the best part of Diwali day. I liked the
colour changing flames and when Mrs Hewitt made a
sparkler using iron filings. In food tasting I tried the Halwa
but I didn’t like it. It was so sweet.
Ben: We made different colour flames using chemicals.
The big explosion we made was great, epic and brilliant.
In food tasting the raisins were really nice. I liked the
dates but not the samosa.

Cedar Class

Kirsty: Diwali meant that I
could wear bright colours, I
got to have no structured
lessons and make some cool
pictures in ICT.
Rebecca: The best thing was
that I got to wear bright
colours and design clay pots
with Diwali patterns.
Callum: On Diwali day I
enjoyed ICT where I got to make pixel pictures on the
computer.
Logan: I got to create a fantastic pattern and transfer it
to a clay pot in Art.
Oumar: We celebrated Diwali by wearing bright colours.
Kieran: I really enjoyed Diwali because we got to wear
non uniform with
bright colours.
Dawid: In ICT we
used the
computers to
colour different
Chloe: I liked
Diwali because I
decorated clay
pots in Art, also I
got to wear
bright colours.
Ethan: The best part of the day was that I got to wear
bright colours instead of my school uniform.
Bella: I enjoyed doing the 8 bit drawing on the lap top
with Mrs R.

Walnut Class

We have been enjoying learning
about the properties of shape
practically using polydrons, 2D and
3D shapes and Geoboards in
math's. In English we have
practiced Tudor insults, ‘Thou art a
reeky, onion-eyed tickle-brain!’
and have begun a role play about
Macbeth meeting with the witches.
Topic focused on Remembrance in
preparation for our 2-minute silence
and in art the students have looked
at mechanisms for pop up books.
Diwali day last Friday was wonderful. The students learnt
all about the Sikh version of the worldwide celebration in
fun and practical ways. We had food tasting, dance and
drumming, painting Diya's and an amazing science
firework lesson!
Amy: I loved the samosa but I didn’t really like the dates.
I thought the gas bubble flames were decent!
Jake: In food tasting I did not like halwa but I liked
everything else all day long.
Baron: I enjoyed the food tasting and liked all of it
except the cranberry. I really liked the sparks and when
Miss looked like she was on fire when the gas bubbles lit.
Scarlett: It had lots of fun things. I loved doing the Diwali
dancing and making flower shapes with my hands. I
enjoyed hockey. The flames in science had different
colours. It looked like Miss’ hands were on fire!
Mya: I liked the samosa the best as it was vegetable
and quite spicy. I liked painting my Diya it was blue and
colourful.
Mayson: I liked all the food tasting especially the
apricots. I loved the huge flames in Science.
Kyle: I loved the colours of the fireworks in Science and
the bubbles that went up in flames! I liked the drumming
because the drum was colourful and it made a good
beat.
Lucas: The food tasting was good I liked the samosa the
best. I enjoyed science making a flame that was nearly
as high as the ceiling!
Tammi: Tasting the raisins was the best bit. I loved making
the colourful flames in Science.
Harry: I didn’t like the taste of some of the foods. They
were disgusting in my opinion. I enjoyed the Science
firework lessons because they were explosive and
amazing.

even though he doesn’t like new
foods. I am very proud of him for
trying all of it!). Dance – It was
alright, not my thing. Science, it
was good when we did the big
flame.
Bradley: Clay pots – I enjoyed
painting and making the designs,
it was very relaxing. Food tasting –
I enjoyed tasting a lot of the foods
from around the world. The raisins
were my favourite and next time I
want to try more things. Dance – I
enjoyed practicing all the
movement for Indian dancing.
Doing all the different animals on the drums was
amazing! Science – it was like a magical Science lesson.
Katie: Clay pots – The painting was really fun, it was the
best, we did patterns. Food tasting – The samosa was the
best, I was brave and tried everything. Dance – I liked
the drums best, using our fingers like cobras. Science – In
science I loved all of it, the sparkly bits and the different
coloured flames.
Daniel: Clay pots – I put some dots on my pot, I painted
them. Food tasting – I taste the raisin I liked it. I taste the
spicy pie it was really nice. (Note from Mrs Gallagher –
like Quintin, Daniel really doesn’t like to try new foods, so
this was a real achievement for him!) Dance – the drums
it was fun. Science – doing fireworks was good putting
the gas in the water and making big fire.
Tino: Clay pots – I painted it with dots, I liked doing it.
Food tasting – I liked the pastry off the samosa, I picked it
all off. Dance – drumming was good because I loved it!
Science – I liked the fireworks.
Maks: Clay pots – I liked doing it. Food tasting - I liked the
samosa best. Dance – I liked the dancing, Mrs Gallagher
said I was very good at it.

Pine Class

This week we celebrated Diwali
the five-day festival of lights
celebrated by Hindus, Sikhs and
Jains across the world.
Ewan: It was Diwali today and
we did so many things. First, we
did a taste test trying out Indian
food and then we made
lanterns. In the afternoon we did
firework scratch art and
dancing.
Palm Class
Grigory: On Diwali day I created a firework picture using
This week on Friday we had an off-timetable day to
scratch art and I made a lantern. I enjoyed making
celebrate Diwali, we had great fun doing all sorts of
different Diwali themed activities. Ms Idris bought in some them. Diwali is about the festival of lights. We went and
tried food from India in Acer class.
clay pots kindly donated by Cha Sha Café in Luton and
we decorated them like diyas to put candles in. Ms Idris Gabriel: Diwali is the festival of lights. I made a Diwali
lantern with glitter and I tried new foods in Acer class by
also made some lovely samosas and halwa for us to
taste in the food tasting session. In dance we practiced a candlelight.
Daniela: I made a firework display with scratch art and it
Bollywood dance and drumming Indian style. In our
looks just like wallpaper. I made a pretty yellow lantern
Science session we tested burning different substances
with stars and moons and I tried lots of different Indian
to produce different colours like fireworks, Mrs Hewitt
food in Acer class.
finished off with a grand finale of a huge woosh of fire!
Allen: On Diwali day I made a lantern because it is The
Alexis: Clay pot decorating – I make the pot, make
Festival of Light. We all went to Acer class to try new
colourful patterns. I took it home, my mum said it’s nice.
foods.
Food tasting - I liked samosas, have lots of spices in.
Ashlee: On Diwali day I tried different foods like, chicken
Dance - dancing is a bit tricky, drumming was fun.
curry, onion bhaji, yellow rice and garlic bread. Chicken
Science – I liked the big woosh flame!
curry was my favourite. I did dancing and I made a
Malachi: Clay Pot decorating – I painted the pot, I put
dots on it. I put white and purple gems on it too. My mum lovely lantern.
Ben: On Diwali Day I made a lantern and a firework
liked it. Food tasting – I liked the raisins, they came from
picture. I went to my old class and tried different Indian
the tree like the grapes, I tried all of it. Dance – I done
foods. I had a good day!
the drum and done monkey
sounds, and I made the sounds Hazel Class
because I liked it. I tapped on it Alfie: Diwali is a five-day celebration, family's visit each
and made the loud sounds.
other and celebrate
Quintin: Clay pot decorating – I together
did a zigzag design and then
They clean their houses for
coloured inside the lines, then I a fresh new start in life,
put red gems on it. Food
reuse clothes and
tasting – I liked the halwa
jewelry and make
because it was sweet, it had a coconut powder art.
strong taste. (Note from Mrs
Allan: Diwali is often
Gallagher – Quintin was very
spent with friends and
brave and tried everything
family. They give gifts to

people and they spend
all day cleaning. Sikhism
and Hinduism celebrate
Diwali because of their
beliefs. It is a day of light
and fun.
Jasmine: This week I have
learnt about Diwali. It is
all about celebrate light
and lost firework. They
clean their houses because their friends come to visit to
celebrate Diwali. They put rangoli on the front door and
keep it open to bring good luck in. I like how they made
rangoli.
Kade: I liked learning about Diwali because it has so
many lights and fireworks. They have a story about
Rama and Sita. Sita gets kidnapped by a demon and
Rama then gets a monkey king to search for her. When
then he finds Sita he then gets a monkey army and
Rama and they battle for 10 days. Rama shoots the
demon with an arrow he got from gods, the demon dies
and they get Sita back.
Kailey: Today I learnt about Diwali. Diwali is
when people celebrate the story of light. They
celebrate by giving gifts to their family and they also
leave the door open to bring in good luck for
their family. In ICT I made a piece of Pixel Art by
copying a picture from the internet.
Kyle: Diwali is celebrated in Sikhism. They give presents
to each other and celebrate with their families.
Oskar: Diwali is the festival of light. People clean their
whole house because they
have lots of visitors. People go
to the shop and buy new
clothes to wear for Diwali.
They also have fireworks – I feel
happy when I see the fireworks
and all their bright colours. In
ICT I made a piece of Pixel Art
by copying a picture from the
internet.
Sohaib: I have learnt about
Diwali. I listened to the story
Rama and Sita in my English
lesson. It is about a nice man
called Rama who is in love
with a beautiful girl called
Sita. They had been banished to live in the forest with his
brother Lakshman. Because the stepmother wanted her
son to be the King she got a demon to disguise himself
as a deer, then to an poor old beggar and kidnap Sita.
In the end Rama rescues her. I know the moral of this
story is that good can overcome evil and light can drive
away darkness.
Tamsin: I like learning about Diwali,
the story of Rama and Sita in English
was very good. Diwali has different
celebrations and different activities,
they making pictures using different
coloured rice.
Taylon: This week I learnt
about Diwali. Diwali is all about
celebration of light. It is celebrated
over 5 days. To get ready
for Diwali they get new clothes and
jewelry. They clean their house
because they have guests round. I
liked how they make their rangoli and put it at the front
door.

Sycamore Class

Lex: On Diwali I painted a tea lamp with flower patterns
and dots. On Diwali some people make light. Some
types of Diwali food are aloo bonda, murukku and
more. Diwali is a separation of the triumph of good over
evil.
Anna: Today, I learned about Diwali. Hindus and Sikhs
are the main religions who celebrate Diwali. Diwali
celebrates the new year and is celebrate by Hindus and
Sikhs all over the world. It is sometimes called the ‘festival
of light’ because of the oil lamps that people use to light
their homes. It is a time when families and friends come
together to celebrate. Diwali usually takes place at the

end of October or the start of
November.
April: Today has been Diwali. It
has been very fun today
because I learned about how
they celebrate Diwali. Hindus,
Sikhs and Jains celebrate Diwali
by eating loads of delicious
food and they put henna on
their hands as a way to show
femininity and beauty and signify good luck and
happiness. They keep the door open to welcome
people into their home. They also wear brand new
clothes and jewelry. Also brothers and sisters pray to
show their love to each other.
Chiara: Today in my English lesson I have learnt all
about Diwali and what it's all about. Me and my friends
sat together and we all had a chat about it and we all
wrote the information that we
wanted to learn about. We also
watched a video about it and why
it's an important celebration that
they do every year in November.
We also had a pot and we painted
them with lots of different colours. It
was really fun and I had a lot of fun
doing it. I took it home and my
parents loved it and we have it as a display in our living
room we'll might put flowers in it or a candle since they
are used as a candle.
On Friday I've had my English exam, it wasn't so hard
as I thought but I was very nervous and there were some
questions that I really struggled with. I just sat there day
dreaming for 5 minutes straight thinking of how I should
answer the question because I wasn't sure if it would be
right and I don't want to fail. I just hope that when I get
my results I have passed and I feel proud of myself
because I want to have a job when I'm older.
Demaris: I learnt about Diwali it is called the festival of
light. Also I learnt how they clean their house. They eat
loads of food with friends and family.
Harri: Today I learned about the Diwali festival about
how they celebrate, for example
they were fancy clothing and jewels,
and they open the doors for a day
and they connect with other people,
to share their feelings towards others.
Josiah: We learnt about Diwali and
how people celebrate it and
how Hindus, Jains, Sikhs,
and Newer Buddhists; its a new year
for them.
They celebrate with fireworks and
food. One type of food is curry
and samosas
Kelsey: Diwali is all about dressing up nice and making
a Diwali pattern called Rangoli.
For Diwali they paint henna on their hands for weddings,
festivals and celebrations.
People get food ready for the third day and They leave
their door open for people to walk in.
RJ: I played Prodigy for my maths. I went on IXL for the
year two work. I played the rest of Prodigy. I also did an
exam for my Functional Skills English because I want to
pass for my qualification. We learnt a lot about fireworks.
I worked hard on a pottery. I painted around it. It is an
art work.
Skye: We have learnt about Diwali and what I means
and how they celebrate Diwali. They have family and
friends to come round for food. They also celebrate with
cleaning their homes first before people come round.

Primary Diwali and Fire Service Visit
To celebrate the Hindu festival of light,
Primary enjoyed an exciting day filled
with Diwali activities. In Maple class,
Miss Poulter taught us how to make
fireworks using a simple chemical
reaction using bicarbonate of soda
and vinegar; in Willow class, Miss Jones
helped us bake and taste traditional
Diwali treats; in Elm class, Mrs Pacey
showed us how to make Diya lamps
using clay pots and tealights; in Oak
class, Miss Sheehan showed us how to create rangoli
patterns using lots of different mediums and materials. To
finish off our fabulous day, we all came together and
enjoyed a dance party in the Primary activity area with
glow sticks. We also got to enjoy the food we made.
We were also lucky to be visited by the Bedfordshire Fire
and Rescue Service. All the Primary classes got to explore
the fire engine, learn about fire safety and how to keep
ourselves safe. Some lucky children even got to use the
big hoses!

Willow Class

Jack: I liked when the firemen
sprayed out the water.
Robin: I liked the fire engine, it
reminded me of Marshall from paw
patrol putting out the fire. I even got
to spray the hose.
Hannah: I didn’t like the loud siren
but I liked learning about the fire
engine.
Courtney: They told us to test our fire
alarms.
Ruby: I thought the firefighter’s
uniform was really cool.
Jordan: The firefighters put out fires
and rescue children.
Max: They save people and cats.
Kaleem: I liked the ladder it was tall.
Robert: I liked the sound it was making.
Kaiden: I liked when he told us how he rescues people
who get their heads stuck in poles.

Adam: I like the sirens
because they’re nice and
loud!
Ollie: The sound of the fire
engine was loud and brilliant.
There was a lot equipment.

Oak Class

Amelia: There were firefighter
and a fire engine. It was my first time seeing it!
Ashmit: Fire engine. 3 ladders!
Cody: I saw Aishah spray water and
saw a rainbow.
Dejon: Saw rainbow. Water. Fire
engine.
Jeffrey: I sprayed the hose with the
firefighter.
Noah: I loved it they put on the hose
and made a rainbow.
Ryan: They are in the door. I saw the
big cutters.
Steven: They showed us the fire hose and water.
Toby: They put the ‘nee nor’ on – there were 3
(firefighters).
Ugne: We saw firefighters and saw hose with water.
Made rainbow!

Maple Class

Aishah: It’s so cool! Willow, Elm Oak
and Maple making fake fireworks.
Elm making paintings with the pots. In
Willow samosas. In Oak I did patterns
and then disco.
Alfie: I liked holding the tools. They
were super heavy.
Riley: The tools were heavy. I saw the
ladder it was tall.
Kajetan: Make dance. Gem on
head. I king!
Ibrahim: There was a big red truck
and it has lots of equipment like a
ladder and even some car tools to
break through the cars. The siren is so loud and the siren
is very bright.
Elm Class
Kieran: The firefighters use water to put out fires.
Oliver: I liked the water spray, it made rainbow.
Larissa: We
Tristan: We had a disco and a party to celebrate Diwali, made
the festival of light.
fireworks. Mine
Megan: We made lanterns called
didn’t
Diva lamps. We painted clay pots. explode!
James: I sprayed with the hose, the Alex: The
water and sun made a rainbow.
firefighters
Naomi: When the fire engine came showed us
the siren was so loud it made me
around the fire
jump.
truck. I saw the
Chibunna: The firefighter told us
hoses. They
they saved people from fire and
were cool.
that we should check our smoke
Jerome: We
alarms.
made fireworks, they like blowed up. We had a disco it
Samuel: The firefighter had a hose was fun!
and a big red fire engine.
Tyrese: We had a disco. The best bit was dancing.
Calvin: I like the Diwali disco, they
Skye: They have a big truck. They showed us the heavy
have fireworks. We made samosas. tools and the hose.

Remembrance Day
Pupils and staff took part in a minutes silence at 11 am on Thursday to
remember all those who have fallen.
Hazel class have been thinking about those that gave their lives in the
war, and during our history lessons learned about what it might have
been like for a school age child in the war.
Alfie : I enjoyed making poppies for Remembrance
Day. We wrote a message on our poppies about WW2.
Kyle: I enjoyed making poppies for Remembrance Day.
Kade: We made poppies for Remembrance Day. We also wrote a message on our poppies.
Tamsin: I liked making the poppies for Remembrance Day because it was fun and creative.
Jasmine: For Remembrance Day we remember all those who died in the war.
Kailey: Today we learned about WW2. I learned that on Remembrance Day we remember
those that help to fight in the war. We also made poppies for Remembrance Day.
Sohaib: On Remembrance Day we remember those who died in the war. I know that when we
wear poppies it is a sign of respect and support.

Forest School
Our focus at Forest School this week has been Bonfire Night for some classes
and ladybird discovery for others. The classes have learnt to build a fire using
the tee-pee method, then they made Guys to place on the flames once the
fire was established. We made toffee apples, quartering a apple, toasting it
over the flames, dipping it in sugar and toasting it again until caramelised.
Cedar: last week Cedar started to clear some of the trees from the building
site. They used a range of tools including loopers and saws safely,
remembering their 'blood bubbles'. Forest School 'Star of the Week' goes to
Kirsty as she was so careful with the tools, remembering how to move safely and remembering
her blood bubble.
Ash: Ash class went on a mini beast hunt, they had to find lots of
different creatures around the forest school site. The made damper
bread, squashing it onto the whittled sticks. Forest School 'Star of the
Week' Aneyk for trying the standing swing independently.
Maple: We started our session with a story called, 'Not a Stick', Maple
class helped act the story out and began thinking about what else a
stick could be used for, such as walking stick or paintbrush. They
completed some firework art pieces before seeing what reaction was
caused by throwing flour onto the fire. Forest School 'Star of the Week'
for Aishah for her amazing skills at getting the Kelly Kettle going and
being fully engrossed in all activities.
Elm: Elm class worked in pairs to make a Guy, they did some great decoration and enjoyed
sharing with their peers before putting them on the fire. Forest School 'Star of the Week' goes to
Adam for exploring all areas and really getting into the spirit of Forest School.
Walnut: As a team Walnut worked well to chop and prepare the apples ready for toasting over
the fire. Those that were in Elm last year did a great job at recalling the activities and why we put
a Guy on the fire. Forest School 'Star of the Week' is Mya who had a great session, volunteering
with all aspects of setting up and remembering all her safety rules.

New Build Update

Friends of Grange

Quote of the Week

Please find below the activities that the Friends of Grange
have organised for this half term.
‘Elfridges’ – Christmas gift shop for pupils to purchase gifts
for their family. Please see letter on Evidence Me for more
details.
Christmas tree festival – each class will be asked to decorate a tree around a
theme. This year’s theme will be ‘Christmas through the ages’. Classes will be
asked to decorate their trees ready for our in-school Christmas fayre on Friday
10th December. We will set up stalls in the hall for pupils to look at the trees
and have a go on some games, buy bric-a-brac etc. A letter will follow.
Christmas raffle – tickets have been sent home to families. Raffle will be drawn
on 27th November 2021. If you would like more tickets, please contact the
school office.
Mufti day – mufti day will take place on Friday 10th December. We are asking
for a £1.00 donation. All money raised will go to Friends of Grange.
We hope that these events will spread some Christmas cheer to all
our pupils.
If you are interested in joining Friends of Grange, contact Natasha
Cowell, Chair of Friends of Grange, on natasha.cowell@biltt.org
for more information.

Diary Dates
Anti-Bullying Week

w/c 15th November 2021

Road Safety Week

w/c 22nd November 2021

Mufti Day £1 donation

Friday 10th December 2021

End of Term

Friday 17th December 2021

Pupils return to school

Tuesday 4th January 2021

Other Notices

