22nd October 2021

As we come to the end of our first half term, Grange Academy have certainly continued to have a busy time.
Secondary pupils have been to an overnight residential trip and Primary pupils spent the day at Caldecotte. Both
these outing were a great deal of fun and enjoyed by staff and pupils alike. School Parliament representatives have
been elected and pupil have represented the school at various sporting activities. It was lovely to see so many
parents and carers at our Harvest Festival service on Tuesday and also talk with parents who attended parents
evening. It was heart-warming to hear so many positive comments and find out how proud parents are of their
children! We have an amazing staff team who regularly go above and beyond to arrange exciting activities that
inspire learning. A special thanks to each and every one of them for their continued dedication. We hope all
families have a good half term, please continue to test and keep healthy!

Secondary Caldecotte Visit
This week Palm class and a few
others went to Caldecotte Lakes for
two days and an overnight stay.
Everyone had a wonderful time, and
there were many ‘firsts’ all round. First
time staying away from home, first
time in a dormitory, first time up a
climbing wall, first time sailing,
paddle boarding, canoeing and first
time steering a speed boat! We even
had Mrs Morris come to sleep over,
she led us in games of musical chairs
and she brought squirty cream and
marshmallows for our hot chocolate!
Tammi: Last week at Caldecotte we
did the climbing wall, but I didn’t do
it because I got scared. Everyone
encouraged me to do it but I was still
too scared. I really like the sailing, I
thought it was fun. I liked the paddle
boarding because we played with
some plastic ducks. We threw them
in then we saved them. I loved the
barbeque; I had a hotdog and a
burger. We had a PJ party with Mrs
Morris and played musical chairs. I
won one round. We had a hot
chocolate with whipped cream and
marshmallows. I went to sleep
around midnight I couldn’t sleep
because my whole body was
shaking. I liked Caldecotte and I
would go again.
Alexis: When I saw the rock wall I
sprinted up like a spider. I climbed 2
times, the second time I went higher
and went all the way to the top.
Katie needed my help to do the
bedsheets. I was helping the
teachers by sweeping up after we
had lunch.
Malachi: I went to Caldecotte, I
liked it because it was like a hotel. I
went rock climbing; I went up high in
the top. I climbed up so high! I went

on a sailing boat. I I had a BBQ hot
dog and burger. The next day I did
canoeing I was sweeping the water
with the oars. I did paddle boarding,
I saw the weeds, I picked up the
weeds and dropped them down
with my oars. Then I did a hovercraft
I drove it; I drove so fast!
Quintin: Caldecotte was fun, on day
1 we did the climbing wall then
sailing boats, then we came back to
base for a BBQ, the food was
yummy. We went to bed there. Next
on day 2 we went canoeing, 2nd
paddle boarding and then on a
speedboat. It was fun to go faster!
Bradley: Last week we went to
Caldecotte for a night. It was hard
climbing the rock wall because I
kept losing my grip. I slept very good
that night, we slept in a dormitory.
After rock climbing, we went sailing. I
sailed with Quintin and Kirsty and
they crushed me! On Friday we did
paddle boarding and Ms Idris slid off.
Katie: I have been to Caldecotte
before, it was so much fun going
again. This time I went higher when I
climbed the rock wall, I was still a
little scared.
Daniel: We went to Caldecotte, I
was on the sailing boat with Malachi.
I pulled the string hard, and let go of
the string and it went into the yellow
buoy, it was good. The water is deep
so we wear life jackets to keep safe.
Tino: At Caldecotte I sailed boats
and went in the forest. I liked the
climbing wall; I was brave and went
higher every time. I liked the speed
boat it was funny when I drove it.
Maks: I was having too much fun to
miss home. I did some rock climbing,
I reached the top of the wall, it was
a challenge and scary too.
Kirsty: I was very happy to be chosen

because I
love
activities. I
enjoyed
climbing
because I
love high
rope
activities. I
got to the
top of the
10-metre
wall. I
didn’t look
down. I
liked sailing because we almost
tipped over!
Tamsin: I like when I went to
Caldecotte because it was great
fun. I like when I was on the top bunk
because it was amazing, but it was
very cold when I was sleeping. The
best bit was paddle boarding, rock
climbing and sleeping with my
friends.
Anna: Caldecotte was so much fun!
I got to sleep in a dorm with Kirsty,
Tammi and Tamsin. Tino kept trying
to push me in the water when we
went sailing. I got to drive a
speedboat on Friday.

Chocolate Competition
Last year some of our pupils entered a
chocolate competition to design their
own chocolate bar. Seven of the
finalists and the overall winner are from
Grange Academy! All finalists have won
a very special chocolate bar and the
winner gets to spend the day with a
chocolatier.

A huge congratulations to our finalists:
Naomi
Lucas
Ben
Harry M
Kyle
Alfie
Kaschan

And our winner Jake.

Willow
This week in Willow class we have been learning about the role of knights. We
completed some role play activities and found out about the skills a knight
needs to have and the process to become a knight.
Kaiden: A knight starts as a page they practice playing chess.
Ruby: Knights have to be strong and brave to fight in battles and protect the
castle.
Hannah: A knight starts as a page then a squire. You become a knight when
you are an adult.
Max: Knights have to wear armour, I pretended to put my armour on.
Summer: I liked doing the role play.
Jack: It is important to be brave and know how to play games.
Jordan: Knights are strong.
Robin: A knight has to protect the castle and battle for land. They are important and use a trebuchet.
Robert: Knights have to battle the enemy and use jousts.
Courtney: Knights are important in the castle. they are in charge of squires. I did role play outside and pretended
to be a knight learning how to joust.

Pine
In social skills this week Pine
class have been thinking
about how they enter a
classroom in a mannerly
fashion. They have been
demonstrating appropriate
ways to enter a classroom
without disturbing others. They
have also been
demonstrating how they move around the classroom in
an acceptable way.
Ewan: When you enter a classroom you must knock on
the door and wait for the teacher to say you can come
in. Then you say, “Excuse me, I have something to tell
you.” It is rude just to barge into a class and start talking
and interrupting the class.
Ashlee: In social skills we were learning how to walk
around the classroom sensibly. You should not fiddle
with things or stop and talk to other students who are

working when getting
resources because you
are distracting students
from learning.
Gabriel: You should take
the shortest route to
where you are going in
the classroom to get your
pencils because you are
wasting time when you should be working. I don’t like
people coming up to me when I am drawing because I
make mistakes.
Ben: When I am working I get disturbed when people
are walking around, they should be sitting down and
waiting for the teacher to tell them what to do.
Grigoriy: I don’t walk around the classroom because it’s
annoying to others when they are doing their own thing.
I like to sit by myself so nobody distracts me.
Allen: Students should be quiet when they are walking
around the classroom because they will interrupt their
class.

School Parliament
On Thursday 14th October Grange Academy had
their School Parliament voting day to elect their
form representative. The pupil chosen to represent
their form will attend regular meetings and bring
their ideas and suggestions to be discussed.
Congratulations to the following pupils who were
elected as their form representatives.

Cedar
Cedar
went to
Church
on
Tuesday
morning
to celebrate the Harvest festival. We took lots of food
donations with us that are going to be given to the local
food bank, to is one way we can help to support our
local community.

Ash
Acer
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Aneyk
Max
Ewan
Ruby
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Adam
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Bradley
Amy
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Lex

this makes me feel generous because the food goes to
the food bank.
Abiah: We celebrate Harvest to be thankful for what
we have, we donate the food to people who don’t
have as much as we do.
Dawid: I enjoyed going to the Church, we donated the
food to help the homeless people.
Bella: I know what it is like to be hungry, so it is nice to
help other people who don’t have much food or
money.
Logan: I think that the service was a good one. It great
Oumar: I go to church because my Dad is a Christian,
that we can help the poor.
but my Mum is a Muslim, so I am used to going to places Callum: We donated a lot of food for the homeless
of worship. I thought that the service was good and kind. people. I was given the job of taking pictures, I took
Ethan: I was given the job of taking pictures on the
some good ones of everyone at the church.
iPad, I took lots of pictures of people doing their
Kirsty: I enjoyed singing the songs because they made
readings, singing and the food donations.
me feel happy. We celebrate Harvest to say thank you
Rebecca: I really enjoyed the Church because I
to all the farmers and to give food to people who are
enjoyed the singing. I brought in lots of food donations,
less fortunate than us.

Elm
What a busy week to end this half term! We met a police lady who told us
about how the police keep us safe. We walked to church to celebrate
Harvest. Elm class were very proud of their classmates Chibunna and
Ashantey who spoke to the school about how we celebrated Harvest. Of
course, we have had a busy time in the classroom to; adding the finishing
touches to our castles and learning about people in the community that
help us.
Chibunna: I spoke to the whole school and the parents about how we
celebrate Harvest. We should look after each other and I like to worship
Jesus and I enjoyed being in church.
Adam: I enjoyed walking to the church and getting exercise in PE. We practiced dribbling tiny
balls. I’m looking forward to playing football for the school and going to Caldecotte.
Tristan: I liked meeting the police lady, she told us how we can become a police officer. She
told us that the police keep us safe. In RSE we learned about other people who help us like
doctors and teachers.
Oliver: I loved church it was awesome. We sang about vegetables and we are happy to have
them. I like singing broccoli and beans. We are thanking God for the vegetables.
Megan: I liked going to the church and signing Harvest songs. My friend was nervous, so I went
on stage with her to help her speak to the whole school. She is a good friend.
Ollie: I enjoyed finishing my castle. I added arrow slits, portcullis, and a drawbridge.
Samuel: love helping Megan with spray paint. We painted her castle.
Calvin: I enjoyed PE and dance with Miss Williams, I liked doing some great spinning.

Sycamore and Maple
This week Sycamore joined forces with Maple to
take part in some training to be Mental Health
Champions. Along with several other schools we
attended a virtual workshop to explore how to
keep healthy mentally.
Lex: We filled in a questionnaire to give us a mental
health champion score. It is important to have
good mental health to have a good lifestyle.
Chiara: A mental health champion helps people
who struggle with their mental health. In school a lot of kids can find this difficult.
Skye: We were on Zoom with Maple learning about mental health. We learned how
important physical activity is.
RJ: It is important to think positive thoughts, because it makes it easier to understand
other people.
April: I think we can now encourage people to eat more healthily and get more
exercise.
Kelsey: During the workshop I helped some of Maple class to write their answers down
and to spell certain words.
Josiah: I think Covid has put pressure on our mental health. We need to keep safe, and
talk about it.

Beech
In English we are reading ‘The Tempest’. We have been talking about
magic and writing about what would happen if we were magic for the
day. We have been making our own magic wands to inspire us to be
magical.
Keith: The day I was magical someone cast a spell on me and turned
me into a big green dragon. I lived in a huge castle. I lived in the
castle for two years and the people were scared of me. I have sharp
teeth and can blow fire from my mouth.
Rodney: The day I was magical I turned into a vampire. I drank the
potion and it made me feel evil. My fangs began to grow. I had red
eyes and my arch nemesis is wolves.
Reece: The day I was magical I went into my favourite anime game.
I helped the characters kill the enemies. I was able to do it all
because I was invisible.
Alfie: The day I was magical I turned into a tiger. I was white and
had wings like an eagle and I was as tall as a titan. I was able to smell

things that were very far away.
Ray: The day I was magical I turned into Darth Vader. I felt powerful with the force. I had a light sabre with a
black core.
Kalen: The day I was magical I took a potion and I felt sleepy. When I woke up I felt powerful and I was covered
in fur. I had turned into a husky dog.
John Paul: The day I was magical I took a magic potion to turn me into a superhero. My powers were going
invisible, climbing buildings, changing the weather and flying.
Qasim: The day I was magical I took a magic potion and it made me able to fly. I flew to Hogwarts and I saw
Harry Potter. Harry was a wizard who was teaching children magic. We saw Harry’s friend Ron Weasley and we
all flew away together.

Oak
On Tuesday, Oak Class were very excited to take their
first trip outside of school since COVID-19. We attended
the church for a Harvest celebration, singing 3 different
songs. We really enjoyed signing along to, ‘Cauliflowers
Fluffy’. We discussed how to be safe near the roads and
marvelled at how big the church was on the inside!
Some of our children took our food offerings up the front.
We enjoyed celebrating together.
Amelia: We sang ‘Cauliflowers Fluffy’ and harvest
shotgun and did some dancing.
Ashmit: I like the singing and dancing.
Cody: I liked going to church because it was good.

Dejon: We did singing.
Jeffrey: It was good, and
we donated food to the
church.
Noah: It was cool I got to
see my mummy.
Ryan: We sang songs
about vegetables and
dancing.
Toby: Harvest shotgun song was my favourite.
Ugne: We sat down on a chair in church and we looked
at the donations. We sang songs too.

Hazel
Hazel class had an amazing time this
week baking bread loaves, all that
hard work baking they came back
to form and ate the lot!

Kyle: I enjoyed food tech we made
platted bread it tasted good.
Sohaib: I enjoyed cooking we made
platted bread.
Allan: I liked making bread in Food
Alfie: I enjoyed cookery because I
Tech this week I made it into a long
made bread, it tasted sweet. I liked
plait.
the taste.
Kade: I made bread, I made a donut
Tamsin: I liked when we made bread bread and it tasted nice, I can put
it was good I liked to plait my bread. my hand through it.
It tasted really good.
Taylon: I made bread in Food Tech this week It tasted
Jasmine: In Food Tech this week I made bread but it
really good, I ate it straight away.
tastes really floury.
Kailey: I liked making bread in food tech we used flour,
Oskar: We made bread rolls in Food tech it wasn’t hard water, yeast oil, salt and sugar to make a big loaf.
to do, I made a very long plait.

Ash

Ash class have been loving our Attention Autism sessions this
term. Attention Autism aims to develop natural and spontaneous
communication through the use of visually based and highly
motivating activities. We have been working on the different
stages, going up to stage 3 (turn taking).
Carter: (Singing) along came Carter with a penny one day,
bought a currant bun and... SPLAT! (Stage 3, currant buns song
with shaving foam cakes. Students take it in turns to splat the cakes).
Lucy: The jiggly man toy is the best.
Olivia: More.
Aneyk: More rocket.
Hamza: More musical rain please.
Alex: (singing) 2 currant buns in the baker’s shop.

Walnut
We had a lovely end to the week
last week preparing for our
Harvest Festival. We learnt about
why Christians celebrate Harvest
and give thanks. We looked
around our own school for
harvest plants and vegetables. We found lots of things
that could be harvested especially in our vegetable
patch. We created a class acrostic poem for the word
Harvest that Amy read in church and practiced our
harvest songs.
Walnut’s Harvest Poem
Harvesting food.
Autumn is around.
Rhubarb, pumpkin, potatoes.
Visiting church to celebrate.
Every year it’s the same,
Special time
Thank you for our harvest.
Amy: I stood up in church to read the Walnut class
poem. I was very nervous, but I did it. Miss Cray and Mrs
Didlick said they were very proud of me.
Jake: The harvest festival was a little bit bad because I
did not like the songs because I do not like that type of
music. Harvest is good because farmers are harvesting
crops ready for winter so we have plenty to eat.
Baron: Giving food to the homeless people is a nice
thing to do. We took tinned food to the church.

Scarlett:
This morning we went on a trip to the church. I enjoyed it
because of the vegetable and cauliflower song, then
we went back to school.
Mya: The harvest festival is about giving food to the
homeless and to harvest lots of food for the winter.
Mayson: The harvest festival all right in the end though I
was dreading the singing. Harvest is good because we
can give the homeless people food and then they have
something to eat.
Kyle: The harvest vegetables were given for the
homeless people. It was fun. In school I found our own
harvest vegetables potatoes and green tomatoes.
Lucas: The harvest festival is good because we bring
food, fruit and vegetables and then sing songs. We went
to church to sing thanks for the harvest festival. The
vegetables are yum yum . We brought lots of fruit and
vegetables to church.
Saira: What I like about the harvest festival was when we
all walked as a class to the church and celebrated as a
whole school for the first time since Covid. I loved it when
we sang the ‘Shotgun’ song about vegetables being
yum, yum.
Harry: I went to the church to celebrate Harvest Festival.
It felt echoey because the church was huge. We got to
sing songs that relate to Harvest Festival. It was fun
because the songs were hilarious. When the organ was
playing, it felt classy because it was like I was in an old
cartoon. When I exited the church, I felt happy because
it was a wonderful experience.

Forest School
Forest School has had its ups and downs over the past week. The
weather has been changing, we've had thunderstorms, torrential
downpours, beautiful sunshine, rainbows and wind. The first 6 weeks
have been great and we look forward to seeing all of the classes
again in the spring. Letters for next term coming out Friday, please
sign and return ASAP.
Hazel: Hazel was a small group this week, but despite this they
helped out massively with moving woodland cutting from the
playground building site. As a treat we cooked bacon sandwiches for them. Forest School Star
of the week goes to Jasmine for working really hard and staying
positive throughout.
Ash: Ash had a lovely time exploring pumpkins and
toasting damper bread over the big fire. They all
enjoyed helping to make and mix the bread. Forest
School Star of the week goes to Olivia for her
imaginative pumpkin exploration.
Willow: It was sad to see Willow for the last time this
week. they really enjoyed our new story, 'the foggy,
foggy forest', followed by a big team effort to make
damper bread. Forest School Star of the week Ruby
for her independent skill and acting out the story.
Beech: Beech had a very interesting session, midway everyone having to run back to class because of thunder. After a
impromptu lesson about thunder and lightning we head back out to enjoy hot chocolate and bacon
sandwiches. Forest School Star of the week goes to Rodney for his determination to get the Kelly Kettle going.

New Build Update
As you can see from the pictures the play
equipment has now all been removed.
We have agreed on where it is going to
be put and hopefully that will happen
after half term.
The playground now looks unrecognisable
and progress is certainly being made. Mrs
Morris was very pleased to answer some
questions about the new build that pupils
have emailed to her. We are hopeful that
the project will be finished in July 2022.

Friends of Grange

Quote of the Week

Friends of Grange will be
holding a Christmas Fayre
on Saturday 27th November
from 12pm – 2pm. We are
looking for donations of
teddies, bric-a-brac and
books. If you have anything you would like to
donate, please send into school in a labelled
bag.
We are also looking for volunteers who would be able to help
set up, run a stall and tidy away after the event. If you are
able to help, please contact Natasha Cowell at
natasha.cowell@biltt.org .

Notices

Diary Dates
Half Term

25th—29th October 2021

Pupils Return to School after
Half Term

1st November 2021

Diwali Day

Friday 5th November 2021

Anti Bullying Week

w/c 15th November 2021

Road Safety Week

w/c 22nd November 2021

