
Willow 

What a busy week.  Work has now started on the new build which is very exciting.  Pupils are attending horse riding 
after a very long absence.  Other classes have been looking at our local history, supporting staff with jobs and  
many more important life skills.  Our staff news is that Nikki Horner from Maple class, will be running the London 

Marathon on Sunday.  Full details of her story is on the back page. 
 

1st October 2021 

Ash 

Ash class went horse riding for the first time since lockdown 
and were very excited about it. We love going for a walk and 
a trot. Thank you to all the volunteers that make it possible.  
 
Lucy: I love horse riding. I went on Maisy the horse. I told her to 
walk on. I wanted to trot.  
Carter: Riding on the horse. It’s fun.  
Alex: I want rocking horse.  
Hamza: Horse.  
Olivia: Olivia was surprised when the horse snorted! 

 
Cedar saves the day! We 
were asked to step in to 
help the kitchen staff to 
set up the tables and 
chairs in the hall, we 
accepted the challenge, 
here is how we got on. 
 
Oumar: Me and Ethan 

saved the day by helping to put the table and chairs 
together in the hall. 
Callum:  We saved the day by putting out the chairs and 
tables, it was hard work and now we realise what Mr 
Eden must do every day. 
Chloe:  Today we saved the day by sorting the tables 
and chairs, anyone that wants to volunteer, please go to 
Mr Eden. 
Logan:  I helped to set some chairs and table in the hall, 
we did it to help the lady in the kitchen because we are 
short staffed. 
Kirsty:  I have saved the day! I was very independent 
with helping the kitchen assistant in the dinner hall, 
whoever helps Mr Eden will get extra treats, anyone can 

help, so 
don’t be 
shy, give 
it a try! I 
enjoyed 
helping 
because I 
have 
never 
done it 
before. 
Rebecca:  I didn’t do the lunch hall but I wanted to say 
that my class did a great job. 
Bella:  I normally help Mr Eden put the tables and chairs 
away at the end of every lunchtime, so I knew what to 
do to help out today. 
Ethan:  I helped put the tables and chairs up for lunch, 
we were asked to do this to help Mr Eden, I did a good 
job and was quick at setting out the tables. 
Kieran:   I helped to put the tables out and I put the 
beakers on the table with the jugs of water. 
Abiah:   We put the tables and chairs out for lunch 
today. I’m used to doing this because sometimes I help 
Mr Eden at the end of lunchtime, we get a treat. 

Cedar 

This week in topic we have 
continued to learn about 
castles and in our geography 
lesson we started to learn 
about maps. We used a map 
of our school to go on a 
treasure hunt. Then we made 
our own routes to follow with 
our partners.   
 
Kaiden: We used a map to 
look around school. It was fun 
using the map to follow a 
route.   

Summer: I found the duck first, it was like a treasure hunt.  
Robin: Me and Miss Jones went and hid a duck on our 
route. It was very funny as willow did not know.  
Courtney: We had  a race to find all the points and 

follow the route, it was really 
fun. Maps help you when 
you’re lost.  
Ruby: The last point was the 
sensory garden, I didn’t get to 
that one because I started to 
plan my own route.  
Max: I was really good at 
following the map, I made my 
route hard for people.  
Robert: I was really fast when I 
followed the map. I’m good 
at map reading like a pirate.  
Jack:  My group won, we 
found the end point first and 
got all the tags.  
Jordan: I am good at reading 
maps.   



Hazel and Unicef Rights Respecting Schools Article of the Week 

Pine 

This week it was Hazel class assembly. We looked at Article 2. Hazel 
class identified that all children have these rights, no matter who they 
are or where they live. We looked at some famous people to understand 
what they all had in common, which was being Refugee. We talked 
about what it would be like to be a refugee and how some had become 
really successful.  These are the thoughts we read out in assembly. 
 
Jasmine:  A refugee is someone who had to leave their country because 
of war or they were in danger. 
Kailey: These successful famous people moved away from danger when 
they were children.  

Tamsin: Rita Ora came to the UK when she was 1 year old, her mum and dad had to leave everything behind when 
war broke out in their country. 
Oskar:  Michael Marks came to the UK to be safe from Poland – he was the co-founder of Marks and Spencer. I 
came to the UK from Poland too. 
Kyle:  Mo Farrah had to come here from a different country because of 
war. He came from Africa when he was 8. He has a gold medal from 
the Olympics. 
Taylon:  Steve Jobs was the child of a refugee from Syria. 
Kade: Its really important to recognise the achievements of these 
people but also understand what they have left behind in their home 
countries. 
Sohaib: These children have recently fled the Taliban in Afghanistan. 
Refugees come from other places to. 
Allan They need our help to keep them safe. 
Alfie:  Maybe one of them will invent something we will all use, or 
become famous for doing good things. 

Pine class have been studying past and present Kempston in their topic 
lessons this week. They have been looking at the changes overtime using 
paper maps and electronic maps. The students are buzzing with enthusiasm 
and curious to learn more about what their local area was like in the past. 
 
Ewan: We have been looking at old maps dated back to 1888 and I have 
found out that some buildings have changed a lot. For example. On the old 
map Austin Cannons is just a field but now there is St John’s School which is 
part of BILTT but further down the road there is a school called Bedford Road 
School and that is still there today but it has been extended and is a lot 
bigger now. 
Gabriel: I have found out that there used to be a church on St John’s 

Avenue, but it is not there anymore. There are house’s all along that road 
now. 
Ben: I could see Grange Academy on the modern map but it’s not on the 
old map, it’s just a big field. 
Grigoriy: I found a building called Kempston Works on the old map of 
Kempston on Woburn Road but it is gone now and there are houses there.  
Ashlee: On the old Kempston map there is a Saxon burial ground, but now 
Sainsbury’s is on that land. I think it’s interesting digging up old burial grounds 
because you can find out about people from the past. 
Allen: When I was looking at the old map’s I saw the drill ground where the 
military from Kempston Barracks used to practice, but there are houses in 
that area now. 

This week we have continued to think about the value of 
respect. Our assembly was about refugees and how 
people can come through difficult things in their lives 
and still be successful against all odds. We thought this 
week about how we would like to be treated if we were 
in their shoes. In topic this week we used what we have 
learnt about timelines to create a timeline of our own 
lives. It was lovely to hear students talk about their lives 
so far and show us some photos.   
 
Amy: If I was a refugee, I would feel scared and lost. 
Jake:  If I was a refugee, I would feel sad, terrified and 
scared because you would be leaving your country. 
Baron:  If I was a refugee, I would feel scared, worried 
and angry because I have been made to leave my 
home. 
Scarlett:  I would be scared to leave my home and I 
would not want to leave it. I would miss my TV, bedroom 
and the internet. 
Harry:   If I was a refugee, I would be moved to another 
country maybe because of wars. I would feel sad 
because I was forced to move to another country. I 
would like to be treated nicely because everyone 
deserves the same respect. 
Mya:   If I was a refugee, I would be worried and 

confused 
because I 
am leaving 
my country. 
Mayson:   If I 
was a 
refugee, I 
would like to 
be treated 
kindly. I 
would like to 
be given 
somewhere 
safe to stay 
and things 
that I need 
like a toothbrush. 
Kyle:   If I was a refugee, I would want to have a normal 
life. I would like a home and to be able to use the 
internet! 
Lucas:  If I was a refugee and had to leave my home, I 
would feel worried and very sad. 
Saira:   If I was a refugee, I would like to be treated the 
way other people are treated. I would miss my country 
and feel lost.   

Walnut 



Sycamore 

Acer 

In food tech, Acer class made hot chocolate. 
We followed instructions to make the hot 
chocolate.  
 
Lolu: I put marshmallows in the cup.  
Owyn: I put five spoons of hot chocolate 
powder in the cup.  
Aaron: I put powder in the cup. Then I 
poured in hot water. I stirred the hot 
chocolate.  
Marcus: I put the powder and a bit of milk 
into the cup. I put lots of marshmallows on 

top of the hot chocolate. It was marshmallow overload! 
Max: I put hot water in the cup. I stirred it. It tasted good! 
Josh: I used a lot of powder in the cup. I poured hot into the powder. 
Alfie: I don’t like hot chocolate so I put it I the sink.    
Harry: 

Our mysterious egg has finally hatched! We now have a beautiful baby dragon in our 
class. We couldn't believe all the mischief he had caused in our classroom after he 
had hatched; he turned over all the tables and chairs and had thrown his nest 
everywhere. We were so excited to welcome him into our class. 
Ugne: Dragon (did a little bit) cracked and the egg was white. He (was) on the table 
and done a big mess! Doug is so fluffy and cute. His wings are nice. 
Ryan: We (are) learning (about) dragons, how to (be) brave. He came from egg, 
he’s messy in Oak!  
Dejon: A dragon! Doug. An egg. Cheeky dragon. 
Cody: He hatched out of the egg by himself. He wrote a note. He is a crazy dragon! 
He just doesn’t need an excuse to get crazier.  
Ashmit: Egg and eyes. It’s Doug the dragon! I like it. 
Toby: I like hug Doug. Hatch. Egg colour blue and yellow and he (is) cute. Love Doug. 
Steven: Doug was born out of the egg and also, he was a little baby in the egg. He is 
a golden dragon. He is a dragon who knows how to party. 
Noah: He is cool. His name is Doug, and he came from an egg. He done all kinds of 
mischief all around the classroom! Silly Doug. 
Jeffrey: He is a very cute dragon. He can fly but only when we’re not in the classroom 

– our dragon likes to do cheeky stuff.  

Oak 

Sycamore were exploring chemical 
reactions in Science this week. They 
worked in pairs to identify reactions 
between metals and hydrochloric acid. 
Anna:   The squeaky pop test made me 
jump because it sounded like an air-
horn. 
Skye:   We put hydrochloric acid onto 
magnesium, and it fizzed. 
Chiara:   We put a flame in the test-
tube with a splint and it made it pop. 

Kelsey:   Science was fun because I made April’s ear burst with the noise from the experiment. 
April:  To be safe we tied our hair back, put goggles on and put our chairs to one side. 
RJ:   The pop made me jump because it was unexpected. 

We have had a very 
busy week in Elm class 
this week! From jam tarts 
to map skills, from Fox 
and Chicken games to 
describing story settings 
with ambitious 
adjectives, we have 
thoroughly enjoyed 
ourselves.  

 
Chibunna:   This week I enjoyed English, we used speech 
marks and wrote a conversation between George and 
his Dad. 
Adam:   This week I have liked English, we described a 
setting. I wrote, ‘The moon was shining on George and 
the Dragon’. I enjoyed food tech, we made jam tarts. In 
Maths I have been counting in 1000s. 
Ollie:   I liked Maths this week, representing numbers to 
100,000. In Geography we used a map, it was fun to find 
a route around the field. 

Naomi:   I liked PE, I dribbled the ball well. I have been 
asked to play football for the school! 
Oliver:  I liked wearing my PE kit, I liked the game Fox 
and Chickens. 
Megan:  This week I have enjoyed doing art and I have 
also enjoyed P.E. I like P.E because we get to exercise 
and I keep healthy. 
Tristan:  I love Maths, I used place value counters to 
make numbers to 100,000. 
Calvin:  My favourite thing 
was PE. I liked doing 
running. I liked doing 
catch with Chibunna. 
Samuel:   I like making jam 
tarts. I think they’ll taste 
good! 
James:  I liked the game 
Fox and Chickens. I was 
the last one left in. I was 
the winner! 

Elm 



Palm 

Maple 

Beech 

Every Wednesday 
afternoon Beech 
class goes to Forest 
School to enjoy lots 
of outdoor activities.   
 
Ben:  At Forest 
School I like playing 
on the swing in the 
tree and I like it 
when we have hot 
chocolate. 

Kaschan:  At Forest School this week I made a butter 
knife from a wooden stick.  I used a sharp knife to 
scrape the wood and shaped it into a butter knife. 
John-Paul:   I really liked making fire at Forest School.  
We used cotton wool and a flint and steel to light the 
fire.  We made toffee apples and they tasted yummy. 
Keith:  I really liked playing on the swing at Forest School 
and I like the hot chocolate.  We always wash up our 
cups when we have finished. 
Rodney:  I like playing with sticks at Forest School.  I 
helped make the fire using cotton wool and a flint and 
steel.  We have hot chocolate which is really delicious. 
Reece:  At Forest School I liked making a butter knife.  I 
had to carve a wooden stick into a butter knife using a 
sharp knife.  I had to wear gloves to protect my hands. 
Alfie:  My favourite activity at Forest School was making 
a butter knife.  Miss Poll showed us all how to make a 
knife made out of a stick.   

Ray:  I liked helping the 
teachers set up the 
fire.  We used small 
sticks, dried grass and 
leaves.  I made a fire 
under the Kelly kettle 
to heat the water to 
make hot chocolate. 
Kalen:  My favourite 
thing at Forest School 
was feeding the Kelly 
Kettle fire with sticks to keep it going.  We made toffee 
apples and hot chocolate and it was really tasty.  I lit 
the fire using flint and steel.   We have a new swing at 
Forest School. 
Bradley:  At Forest School I really enjoyed the hot 
chocolate.  I am looking forward to making a butter 
knife.  I really enjoy going to Forest School.  
Mrs Poll and Miss Williams: Beech love Forest School and 
it was great to be able to get some tools out and light 
the fire with them all. The session started with a look at 
some of the new things we had such as the two-foot 
swing and reminding the group how to move around 
forest school. Once up and running some pupils help 
build and light the fire to toast marshmallows, whilst 
other took turns in starting to whittle their butter knife, 
remembering their ‘blood bubble’.  

This week our class dragon 
Kevin made some poor 
choices. We came back from 
lunch to see a huge mess on 
the table. We were very 
shocked and disappointed in 
Kevin. However, Miss Poulter 
reminded us that Kevin is only 
young and, just like when we 
were young, baby dragons 
need teaching how to 
behave. We read a book all 
about teaching our dragons 
to follow instructions and 
wrote some instructions for 
Kevin. We hope he is able to 
follow our class rules of being 

ready, respectful and safe from now on! 
Tyrese: I felt shocked (when I saw the mess) because 
the dragon made the mess. I wrote be safe. 

Skye: I used speech 
marks and full stops 
in my English writing. 
We use speech 
marks when 
someone is talking. 
Kieran: I put Kevin 
back on his nest and said, ‘Stay put solider!’ 
Kajetan: You’re bad Kevin! 
Ibrahim: I battled the Titan (in Prodigy) with Kieran and 
Alex. And we lost and won and lost and won. We lost 
four times. The maths questions are tricky! 
Riley: Bad Kevin because he made the mess. He needs 
to clear it up. That’s it! 
Alex: We won against the Titan (on Prodigy). We have 
to do Maths questions. They are tricky. 
Alfie: The dragon has to be super good all the time so 
he can have a treat. Dragons like dragon food. 
Larissa: The dragon made a mess. I said don’t do that. 
The stuff will break. 

Palm class have been 
learning about kitchen 
safety, safe and unsafe 
practices. They then 
used kitchen 
appliances like a 
toaster to make toast 
and a kettle to make a 
hot drink. For some it 
was the first time they 
had used kitchen 
appliances, everyone 

was very careful and proud of their achievements. Now 
the students will be able to make their own snack. 
Katie: I made toast, using a toaster. I spread butter on it. 
I gave the toast to Ms Idris. 
Tammi: I used a toaster but it was different to the one I 
got at my amazing home. I used a knife to spread the 
butter and jam on the toast. I had a bit of help using this 
toaster but then I was independent. We have to be 
careful when you use the toaster because you might 
burn your fingers. If you put metal on metal then you 
could start a fire. When you use a toaster you always 
have to be careful what you put in the toaster. 
Alexis: Today in lesson I was using appliances. I made a 
toast in a toaster. Carefully as a toaster can be hot and 

burn your hands. 
Malachi:  I fill the kettle and turn it on for boiling. I put 
some hot chocolate in the mug, I put hot water in the 
mug, I mixed it. At home I make my own hot chocolate 
then I put the milk into the mug and get it mix. I enjoyed 
the hot chocolate. I washed my mug and dried it. 
Quintin: I don’t use the kettle at home. My mum and 
dad and sister use the kettle, not me. I felt proud of 
myself using a kettle and making hot chocolate. 
Bradley:  In Life Skills this week we have learned how to 
make toast and a cup of tea. I made tea for the 
teachers. I make tea for my family sometimes. 
Daniel:  I used the 
kettle, boiled the 
water, I put tea bags 
in the mug, add 
sugar, poured hot 
water, milk, stir with a 
spoon. I enjoyed my 
tea, I let it cool 
down. Sometimes I 
make tea for mum 
and dad.  
Maks: I made my 
toast at school, not 
home. 



Diary Dates 

Forest School 

Hello Yellow Day Friday 8th October 2021 

Harvest Festival Week w/c 18th October 2021 

Parents’ Evening Tuesday 19th October 2021 

Half Term 25th—29th October 2021 

Pupils Return to School after Half Term 1st November 2021 

Quote of the Week 

Staff News 

New Build News 

Whizz Kidz are a charity working hard to transform the lives of disabled 
children across the UK, supporting them to become confident and 
independent young adults. I am therefore running The London Mara-
thon to raise funds for these children. I want to help to provide them 
with the equipment that they need to put them on a more equal foot-
ing so that they can get on in life and fulfil their potential. All money 
that I raise will be donated to Whizz kidz. To find out more about this 
charity look up: https://www.whizz-kidz.org.uk  
 
If you would like to help me support this worthy cause please click on this link:  
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/NikkiHorner 

Update from the new build.  Work has now 
commenced we have had a bore drill on site 
this week preparing the site.  The play 
equipment is going to be moved in the next 
few weeks and relocated to another area.   

Another week full 
of wonderful 
Forest School 
sessions, as the 
year is getting 
closer to winter, 
we have had to 
start donning our 
winter coats and 
building some 

shelters up at FS. We have continued with our class topic 
themes and had with lots of activities linking to these. 
Some of the activities included; fire lighting, shield 
making, whittling a medieval butter knife (remembering 
our blood bubble), swinging (our new foot swing is really 
hard), digging and toffee apple cooking. Primary 
students have made shields using items found in nature, 
whereas secondary have been using tools to build new 
tables from pallets for everyone to use. 
 
Hazel: On Friday Hazel enjoyed starting with a game of 
1,2,3 followed by ninja stick. It was a fairly chilled session, 
with the fire lite they cooked toffee apples and had 
warming hot chocolates. Some students help take apart 
a pallet, carefully using hammers to pull nails out, before 
repositioning the wood so that there were no gaps and 
hammering back in place.  Forest School Star of the 
Week goes to two pupils this week, both of whom 
listened carefully to instructions and continued to offer 
help throughout the session, well done Kade and Taylon. 
Ash: Ash love being out and about. This week we had 
the little fire going and pupils were given the choice of 
nachos or toasting marshmallows. Using whittles sticks 
they carefully turned the marshmallows so as not to burn 
the, when getting too hot, blowing them before eating. 
The mud exploration was fun, with some making cup 
cakes, whilst others mashed and stirred in water. Forest 
School Star of the Week this week goes to Hamza for 

gaining confidence around the fire, 
using a flint and steel to light the fire 
as well as telling others it was, ‘hot’. 
Willow: Tuesday was a great session 
out with Willow. They all really 
enjoyed our new story called, ‘Not a 
Stick’. We acted out parts such as a 
marching band, a weightlifter and a 
knight with a sword. Pupils used their 
imagination to think of what else we 
could use a stick for, such as javelin 
and jumping. They also enjoyed making shields and 
using wattle and daub to making stick castles. Forest 
School Star of the week this week goes to Summer. She 
had great imaginative ideas for how a stick could be 
used, she demonstrated how it could be a lead for a 
dog. 
Forest School Star of the week was Kaylen for working 
hard with Miss Williams, lighting the Kelly Kettle with a flint 
and steel then continually feeding it until the water 
boiled. 
Oak: What a lovely week 
back with Oak class up at 
Forest School. Today we 
listened to our, ‘Not a Stick’ 
story acting out all the parts, 
we really enjoyed being in 
the marching band and 
slaying the dragon. As part of 
our Turrets and Tiaras topic 
we made shields and 
Medieval butter knives. Forest 
School Star of the Week goes 
to Ugne for her great listening 
skills, willingness to join in with 
all activities and great fire 
lighting skills. 

Hello Yellow Day 

Grange Academy are recognising and celebrating World Mental Health Awareness day on Friday 8th October 
2021.  We are asking staff and pupils to do their best to incorporate yellow into their outfits on our mufti day. We 
ask for a donation of £1 to contribute to Young Minds to support mental health in children and adults.  This years 
theme is, ‘A little yellow goes a long way’ meaning even the smallest adjustment to our mental health plan can 

make big impacts. 

https://www.whizz-kidz.org.uk
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/NikkiHorner

