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Dear Parents/Carers, 

We hope that you had a relaxed and enjoyable Summer Break 

and that you are looking forward to all that 2021-2022 has to 

offer.  

Please see attached an overview for the learning that will be 

taking place in Sycamore class this upcoming term and some 

important dates for your diary. Hopefully our year will be less 

disrupted, and we will be able to do all the planned activities. 

However, we will as always notify you if things change.  

Our theme for the term is Bedford Through the Ages and will be 

personalised to meet your child’s needs, as informed by pupils’ 

EHC plans. Furthermore, this overview includes some ideas 

about how you can support your child’s learning at home 

alongside their daily reading and weekly homework tasks.  

I look forward to the exciting term ahead, and to supporting 

your child to meet their fullest potential.  

If you would like to discuss anything, please do not hesitate to 

get in contact.  

Kindest regards, 

P Coles 

Form Tutor   
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Key Dates 
 

September  

8 Wed  Pupil return    

13 Mon  Roald Dahl Day – All Form Tutors  

17 Fri Jean for Genes Day  

24 Fri McMillian Coffee Morning/ Parent Survey  

October 

1 Fri  Start of Black History Month  

5 Tues National Teachers Day  

8 Fri                 He 8 Fri  Yellow Day/ Mental Health Awareness Week 

18 Mon  Harvest Festival Week 

19 Tues  Parents Evening  

25 Mon HALF TERM  

November 

1 Mon Pupil return 

5 Fri  Diwali off timetable 

11 Thur Remembrance Day  

15 Mon Anti-Bullying week  

22 Mon Road Safety Week 

December  

3 Fri  Hanukah Day Off timetable  

10 Fri Primary/ASC performance   

15 Wed Christmas Lunch/ Christmas Jumper Day  

16 Thur  Christingle Church Service 

17 Fri Last day of Term 
 

This list is not exhaustive - other things may be arranged 

throughout the term. 

 

Halsey Road, Kempston, Bedfordshire, MK42 8AU 
 

Telephone:  01234 407100 

Email:  grange@biltt.org 

Website:  www.grange.beds.sch.uk 
 

Acting Head of School:  Angela Morris 
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English: This term in English, 

pupils will be revising Narrative, 

Creative and Recount texts. 

They will be preparing for their 

Functional Skills Level 1 or GCSE 

English. The Functional Skills 

examination will take place in 

November; however, the GCSE 

will be taken in the Summer 

term. 

All pupils will be working on past 

papers and examination skills in 

both reading and writing. 

You can support your child at 

home by encouraging them to 

access Lexia online, which is a 

platform that supports key 

English skills and knowledge. 

 

 

Maths: This term in Maths, pupils will be focussing on place value, shapes, and measure.  We will be working with numbers to 100 and beyond. 

We will be reading and writing  numbers to at least 100 in numerals and in words, recognising the place value of each digit in a two digit 

number (tens, ones and identifying, representing and estimating numbers using different resources including number blocks, counters and 

number lines. You can help you child by encouraging them to do the TT Rock Stars challenge, Prodigy work, recognising different shapes and 

using a scale or tape measure to practice measuring at home.  

Horticulture: This term pupils will harvest 

the vegetables they sowed as seeds 

during the summer term. They will remove 

all weeds, prepare the beds for planting, 

close raised beds for the winter, turn over, 

rake in leaf mould/ manure and cover. 

They will maintain planted areas, trimming 

hedges and shrubs. They will continue to 

work on ABC units at entry level 3 or 1, on 

the practical elements of Horticulture. 
 

Life-Skills:  We will be focussing 

on independent living and how 

our community help us. We will 

also look at personal 

organisational skills and 

developing positive working 

relationships. 

 

Work Related Learning:  This term, 

pupils will be looking at college 

and other post 16 placements 

that are available in the area. In 

addition, students will explore 

possible career choices and the 

qualifications necessary. 

 

PE/Dance: This term pupils will be doing a 

mixture of fitness and an Entry Level 

subject Sport. In fitness we will be looking 

to improve their stamina and in Dance/ 

Enrichment they will look at certain 

dances and the aspects needed in those 

style of dances to achieve an Entry Level. 

 

ICT: Pupils will learn to understand the risks 

that exist when using the internet; know how 

to safeguard self and others when working; 

take precautions to maintain data security 

and follow legal constraints, guidelines and 

procedures applicable when working online. 

Art/ DT:  This term Sycamore will 

be studying Cubism as part of 

their GCSE coursework.  They will 

be introduced to key drawing 

skills using tone and texture to 

create form. They will develop 

skills in the creative use of shape 

and colour and paint in mixed 

media. They will also develop a 

contextual understanding of the 

movement. Pupils will be 

encouraged to use their own 

preferred style of working and 

visual language to create their 

artwork. 

Students will also be looking at Health and 

safety at school and work, they will be 

focussing on their EHCP targets and 

completing PSE units. They will also be looking 

at personal wellbeing.  

Science:  This term KS4 students will review 

the reactions of acids and alkalis in our 

everyday lives from carbonic acid in rain 

to citric acid in fruit.  They will learn that 

chemical reactions can happen at 

different speeds some very slowly such as 

rusting and some very fast like fireworks.  

The final section of the unit they will be 

learning about the Earth’s atmosphere, 

how it has changed over time and how 

human activity is affecting the 

atmosphere.   

Food Technology:  Pupils will 

be working through 2 AQA unit 

awards. The focus of these are: 

food hygiene, food storage 

and safety. Pupils will be 

recapping basic cooking skills, 

and for some, continuation of 

mastery of some more 

complex skills. Pupils will be 

evaluating their dishes in a 

variety of ways, including, self, 

peer and sensory. Where 

possible, recipes will be linked 

to the secondary topic. Pupils 

will be encouraged to try new 

things and to experiment with 

their cooking. 

 
Music: Pupils will focus on the 

use of technology to produce 

and edit music. They will also 

work on performance skills in 

front of an audience.  

Topic: This term in topic, pupils will be 

exploring Bedford through the Ages. They will 

be looking at the development of the town 

throughout history. They will also focus on the 

importance of The Great Ouse and how rivers 

change. In addition, they will be looking at 

Sikhism and the customs, practices, and food 

in this religion.  

 

Grange Academy Secondary Provision 

Bedford Through the Ages 

Overview for Sycamore Class 


