
Pine 

Another busy week at Grange.  There has been lots of outdoor activities where pupils have enjoyed the good 
weather we have been having.  Pupils have been enjoying Forest School and our year 11 students enjoyed 2 days 
at Caldecott Outdoor Centre as part of their NCS programme. The typing competition is heating up, thank you to 
Friends of Grange for the fantastic donation for the prizes.  As you will see from our celebrations page, lots of our 

pupils have impressed the staff this week with by showing a range of the Grange Values. 

Year 11 News 

18th June 2021 

Pine class returned to 
Forest School this week 
and enjoyed every 
minute of it, making fires, 
completing obstacle 
races and creating 
hammer art. 
 
Ewan: It was great 
returning to Forest School 
this week because I love 
working outside. I made 

a fire using dried grass, puffed-up cotton buds and flint 
and steel. First, I put the dried grass in to the grate, then I 
put the cotton buds on top to help spread the fire. I 
rubbed the flint and steel together to make a spark and 
the fire was lit. 
Daniela: I made hot chocolate on the fire and 
marshmallows and they were yummy! I made a print 
using a rag and a flower. I folded the rag in half and put 
the flower inside and then I hit it with a hammer, this is 
called hammer art. 
Ashlee: I went on the new swing at Forest School, it was 
hung from a tree with rope and it had a branch for the 

seat. It felt weird sitting on it having 
my feet off the ground. It was 
uncomfortable but it was also great 
fun. 
Gabriel: At Forest School we had 
an obstacle race. We ran around 
the football posts, under the net 
and across the steppingstones. We 
had to move the woodchips and 
put them under a tree, then we 
balanced on logs and lastly, we ran 
carrying water and we were not 
allowed to spill any. I loved this 
activity and want to do it again! 
Jamie: This week is NCS I went to 
Caldecott and I climbed the 
climbing wall, and I went paddle 
boarding and I fell in the water! I 
have been having a great time. 
Irfanul: I had great fun at 
Caldecott, I climbed the wall just a 
little bit and I went paddle 
boarding. Miss said I did very well. 

Year 11s have been 
taking part in the NCS 
programme. For the last 
2 days we have been at 
Caldecott outdoor 
centre taking part in lots 
of exciting activities. 
 
Tommy:  For the next few 
weeks, the YR 11s will be 
taking part on a NCS 
course. The first 2 days 
we spent at Caldecott. 
There were plenty of 
challenges, but I soon 
realised that I suffer with 
vertigo after climbing 
halfway up the wall, 

even so it was all great fun. 
Irfanul:  I have enjoyed both days, especially climbing 
and some of the paddle boarding because I was 

worried about falling in the lake. 
Jamie:   I fell in when I was on the 
paddle boards, only because 
someone else tipped over the 
boat. I was absolutely soaking but 
I still enjoyed it and went back in 
again. 
Armaan:   There were 2 people 
on the NCS course called Simon 
and Angela, they were friendly 
and looked after us. 
Jessica: We did rock climbing; I 
went right to the top of the wall 3 
times. When I did the leap of faith 
the top board was wobbly, and my knees were shaking! 
I would love to do it again and hopefully Mrs Porter can 
come to. 
James:  I had the best time of my life at Caldecott, we 
did rock climbing and paddle boarding which was my 
favourite part. We had to build a raft and luckily it did 
not sink. 

BILTT Schools Join Together for RE Lesson 
This week, lots of our Grange classes felt very lucky because they got to join in a really fun virtual RE lesson about 
Nelson Mandela along with pupils from Greys Primary and St John’s too. Joe Gibson led a fun, hands on story where 
we learned lot and got to practise some signs (prison, unjust/bad, vote and Mandela) too.   
Mrs Cowell: Acer Class loved it! Allen remembered facts about Nelson Mandela from his work he did with Mrs 
Heritage over a year ago. They were very excited to see children from Greys and St Johns. We are looking forward 
to the next one! 
Miss Sheehan: It was so fun to see everybody and Joe made it really fun. Dejon loved the sign for prison because 
it’s a bit like, ‘Wakanda Forever!’ 
Mrs Didlick: We had lots of fun joining in and enjoyed seeing people from our other schools. We had a boogie to 
the music. 

 



Acer 

Acer Class have been learning all about life cycles. We have 
looked at the life cycle of a butterfly and a frog.  
 
Ben: I watched a Maddie programme about a life cycle of a 
butterfly. I saw the butterfly eggs on a leaf and the eggs are 
bumpy and lumpy.  
Lolu: Caterpillar changed into a butterfly. Caterpillar does not 
fly. 
Max: The eggs went onto the leaf. A caterpillar came out of 
the egg. The caterpillar was eating the leaves.  
Oliver:  Frog eggs are called frogspawn. They turn into tadpoles. When it 
grows up it turns into a froglet. They have a tail that shakes. When it is very 
grown up it turns into a frog. 
Josh: Caterpillar comes from an egg. It turns into a butterfly. 
Allen: We learnt about the life cycle of the butterfly. The mother lays eggs on 
a plant and they hatch as a very hungry caterpillar. They eat leaves until the 
skin peels off. They turn into a cocoon. It then turns into a butterfly.  
Harry:  

This week in Elm we 
have been working on 
multiplication and 
division in maths 
thinking about what 
equal and not equal 
means. In English we 
have continued work 
on poetry looking at 
simile, metaphor and 
onomatopoeia. In topic 
we created some 
amazing nature art. 

Students were able to choose their own image which 
they photographed on the iPad to work from. Students 
decided which medium they wanted to use for 
example paint, collage or coloured pen. We had very 
individual results. In PE we have continued our work on 
sprinting thinking about the best way to start in a race. 
 
Ben:  I am looking forward to making Father's Day gifts 
as it is a great time of the year. I am making a 
chocolate bar with toffee in it. I am going to make 
packaging on the computer. 
Baron:   I liked my colouring because I used green, 
yellow, black and red. They are all colours that stand 
out.  
Kaschan:   My painting was of a tree. I chose it 

because it is big and high. I used green, brown and 
blue paint. I blended the colours together.  
Kyle:   I painted a tree. I drew it in pencil then I painted 
it using blue and green.  
Jake:  I made a sculpture from Play Doh of poppies. It 
was quite difficult as it kept falling over.   
Ashantey:   I painted a beautiful flower using shades of 
pink and green. I had a little help to get started then I 
was able to finish it myself. I did a great job.   
Naomi:   I enjoyed painting this week. I painted a flower 
it had to dry outside then I added leaves and a 
flowerpot. 
Lucas:  I have really enjoyed maths. I used cubes to 
make groups. 
Harry:  In English I have been writing poetry.  I used 
simile, metaphor and onomatopoeia for example, ‘The 
shining moon had holes like cheese.’   
Alfie:   I have enjoyed 
PE. I am good at 
sprinting. I am fast. 
James:   I painted a 
flower and it was big. 
It was red. The flower 
is called a poppy. I 
used oil pastels for 
the red petals and 
green paint on the 
outside. 

Elm 

Walnut class have been working very hard in their English lessons. They have been 
concentrating on similes and adjectives to improve their writing whilst studying, ‘The 
Iron Man.’ Oskar was nominated for an honourable mention due to his amazing 
descriptions! 
Oskar: I think the Iron Man was happy after he fell off the cliff because he was 
running from people who were going to destroy him, so he had to jump. When we 
wrote similes, I said, ‘his head was as big as a Polish plane.’ 
Alexis: I think the Iron Man is unhappy because he has no one. I wrote his ears are 
as big as a hippo. 
Amy: We described the front cover of the book. I wrote, ‘it gives me the impression 
of a dark and spooky vibe.’ For one of my similes I wrote that his eyes glow like a 
bright cherry. 
Kyle: I had to use adjectives to describe how someone would feel if they saw the 
Iron Man in pieces on the beach. I wrote that they would feel confused and 
petrified. Confused because they saw his body fall apart. 
Quintin: I described the Iron Man as gigantic, grey, metal and noisy. I wrote that his 
ears are as big as a metal tray. 

Mayson: I wrote that his head was as big as a classroom and the sea was as dark as space. 
Mya: I said the Iron Man was as tall as a skyscraper. I made my similes longer by adding adjectives. I wrote that 
his arms are big as a ginormous tree trunk. 
Sanah: I practiced using similes, I wrote that the boy was as loud as a screaming animal and the carpet was as 
soft as kitten fur. I used describing words for how the Iron Man feels, I wrote he was scared, surprised, worried, 
terrified and scared. 
Jasmine: I know what a blurb is now, it is the writing on the back of the book that tells us what it is about. I wrote 
that his arms are as long as a huge field. 

Walnut 



Beech 

On Monday, Beech 
class started their 
Forest School 
sessions.  They all 
really enjoyed 
themselves and got 
involved in all the 
activities. 
 
Oumar:  This week we 

started Forest School.  My favourite activity was the 
assault course.  I enjoyed making marshmallows and 
hot chocolate.  I am looking forward to making a lot of 
food and drink on the fire. 
Kade:  I climbed a tree.  I enjoyed this because I could 
look down at everyone.  I made a fire and toasted 
marshmallows. 
Grigoriy:  This week we restarted Forest School.  I did 
hammering to make patterns using a hammer and 
petals on a white piece of fabric.  My favourite activity 
was the assault course because I beat Sohaib. I really 
enjoyed the hot chocolate. 
Tamsin:  This week we restarted Forest School.  I toasted 
marshmallows and I did lots of activities including 
jumping over assault courses.  My favourite activity was 
crawling under the army net because you go in and 
out of it and it was so cool.  I enjoyed eating 
marshmallows because they were really tasty.  I am 
looking forward to doing more activities and doing 
much more fun and exciting things. 
Allan:  At Forest School this week my favourite activity 
was climbing because I like climbing trees and it was 
lots of fun.  I enjoyed cutting some of the tree to 

shorten it.  Forest School was fun. 
Logan:   My favourite activity at Forest School was 
making the fire because we roasted marshmallows 
which were delicious.  I am looking forward to making 
nachos next week. 
Kailey:  This week we went back to Forest School.  It 
was a lot of fun when I completed the assault course 
challenge.  When the fire was ready I made hot 
chocolate and roasted marshmallows.  I also helped 
my friends when they asked me too, Forest School was 
really fun and the thing I liked doing the best was 
digging.  I did some hammer art and it ended up 
looking really good. 
Sohaib:  At Forest School I enjoyed climbing the tree.  
My favourite activity was eating the marshmallows we 
toasted on the fire and raking the woodchip and 
leaves.  Raking was good and eating the 
marshmallows was delicious.  Climbing was fun. 
Chloe:  My favourite 
activity at Forest 
School was toasting 
marshmallows 
because they were 
delicious.  I enjoyed 
making the patterns 
with the hammer 
and the flowers on 
the fabric.  I got 
some flowers out of 
the bag and put it 
on the white fabric, 
folded it over and 
bashed it with the hammer so it left a pattern on the 

Cedar 
Cedar have now had their first dance lesson! 
It was hard work, but they worked as a team and showed real 
determination to learn. 
 
Skye: in dance we did stretches first to warm up, then we did some 
simple moves then they got more complicated. I really enjoyed it. 
April: we were doing different types of stretches to warm up different 
muscles. My legs ached when I got home, but I thought the lesson was 
cool. 
Demaris: It was interesting to learn new dance moves. I practiced with 
RJ until we got it right. 
Josiah: I don’t like dance because I 
find it embarrassing. The class did 

well to keep going on a hot day. 
Kelsey: Dance is fun and also tiring. We were doing some hip-hop steps. The 
music was good too. We said the names of the steps as we did it to help. 
Chiara: at the start I found it a bit hard, so I gave up. Then I tried again with 
Kelsey and we both got the routine. I’m glad I kept going, I’d really like to do 
dance again now. 
RJ: I find dancing entertaining. The lesson was fun. Working with a partner was 
good, and I loved the music. I found it easy I’d like to learn more steps next 
time. 
Lex: I was taking photos during the dance lesson. I mainly took pictures when 
the pattern of the dance paused to stop taking blurred pictures. I think the did 
really well. 

On Thursday we had an exciting morning of junk 
modelling, using our design skills to make instruments 
out of old packaging and recyclables. We created all 
sorts of musical instruments like guitars, shakers, and 
drums. We joined St John’s and Greys for an exciting call 

and response story about Nelson Mandela. Oak class 
loved every moment. 
 
Aishah: I made a flute. Mandela, Mandela Microsoft 
teams.  
Dejon: You shake it. It him. 
Ashmit: (signed) music. 
Cody: A guitar! Like this one and a small one like 
Amelia’s. 
Toby: Guitar. Dela! A man. 
Jeffrey: I made a guitar. We learned about a president 
of South Africa. 
Steven: I make musical Minecraft shield. We listen to a 
story about Nelson Mandela. 
Amelia: I make a shaker and guitar. We saw St John’s 
and Joe sang a song. Mandela, Mandela!  

Oak 



In maths this week we have started our new topic of multiplication 
and division. In science we have been looking at seed dispersal 
and the different ways plants spread their seeds. In PE, we were 
practising our skills for sports week next week and finally we have 
been getting ready for Father’s day by making some cards! 
 
Here are our thoughts of the week: 
 
Chibunna: I’ve been doing sports. I was throwing some javelins 

and I got the furthest. I went to my after-school club with Jeffrey and my dance squad troop. I did boxing with 
Jeffrey. Jeffrey was holding the pads and I was doing the punching.  
Saira: I liked bouncing over the obstacle on the mat. Some plants spread their seeds in water, explosions and 
wind. 
Adam: We made Father’s Day cards. The cards had a shirt and a tie. In PE I was good at the jumping and javelin. I 
came first in the lap of the field! 
Tyrese: I came back to school yesterday and we making a card. I make card for my dad. 
Ollie: Making Father’s Day cards was fun because I like making things. 
Ibrahim: In PE we did jumping, the lap and threw the javelins. My favourite was the running because I like running. 
Alex: I liked the penalty shootout. I’m looking forward to sports week! 
Kieran: We saw a sea cucumber explode! It looked a little like it was going to the toilet! I liked throwing the javelin. 
Keith: I like the Father’s Day card because I made it all myself. I think my dad’s going to love it because he’s going 
to be impressed with me! 
Skye: Today we made instruments from cardboard, bottles and foam. I made a guitar from foam and elastic 
bands. I’m looking forward to playing it. (On our zoom lesson later.) 

Maple 

This week Hazel class have been working hard on their key skills.  They have been 
improving their ability to tell the time.   They started a new Art topic of Optical Art.  They 
produced some amazing pictures in just the first lesson while practicing the technique.  
In ICT they are learning to touch type. 
 
Bella:  I liked doing the typing challenge in ICT, I think it will help me in the future. 
Abiah:  I enjoyed doing art this week because we did OP art. Op art is making an 
optical illusion. I made an Op art picture of my hand. 
Callum:  I really enjoyed English this week, it was fun. We wrote about what it would be 
like to live on a remote island with no water and food, we had to say how we would 
survive. 
Kirsty:  I liked learning about radiation in science this week, I found it very interesting. 
Radiation can kill you if it gets inside you.  But radiation is all around us and most of it is 
harmless. 
Taylon:  I enjoyed making rock cakes this week. 
Dawid:  In ICT we were doing touch typing, we had to put 
our fingers in the right position. It will help me type faster in 
the future. 

Ethan:  I liked our ICT lesson this week. It was fun when we were learning touch typing. 
We learned how to use the keyboard the right way. 
Kieran:  I liked ICT this week  because we learned how to touch type. We used Purple 
Mash.  I scored 292 which beat my score from before. 
Anna:  I enjoyed doing Art because we did Optical Art, I drew round my hand and 
repeated the pattern, I realised it looked like Spiderman’s glove.  I found it very 
calming. I drew stripes in the background. 
Rebecca:  This week I enjoyed English because we are reading Kensuke’s Kingdom. This 
part of the story is about Michael and his dog Stella who got stranded on an island. 
They basically have to hunt for food and water. 

Hazel 

Palm class have this week donned their SAS gear and have 
been living in the wild during Forest School. 
They have been toasting marshmallows, dipped their feet in 
the water, making mudpies and have been playing on the 
swing. 
Some got to light the fire and climb trees. 
3 of our students are at NCS and yesterday they did a 
treasure hunt. 
 
Malachi:  I had a go on the swing. 
Bradley:  I got to light the fire for our hot chocolate and 
marshmallows. 
Katie: I was allowed to have a go at climbing the spider web. 
Daniel: I got to look through the binoculars I managed to see 

a helicopter. 
Tino: I splashed Miss Williams lots of times, I used my feet to splash her. 
Karanveer: I had a go at climbing a tree it was great fun. 

Palm 



This week Ash class teamed up with Oak to do a carousel of attention autism, sunshine circle and write dance. 
Everyone had a great time. There was lots communication and fun sensory experiences.  
Lucy: I sang I hear thunder in bucket.  
Carter: Carter jumps in the circle.  
Olivia: Olivia enjoyed making circles in write dance. 
Alex: I want foam please.   

 

 

Ash 

Forest School 

This week has been a very hot one up at Forest School,  with it 
colling just a little on Thursday. All groups this week took part in 
our obstacle course, made up of a range of natural materials. 
The classes had to go under, over and around different features 
including the 'stepping stones of doom' and the 'mystic 
woodchip mountain'. The week finished with Palm class making 
a refreshing nettle tea. 

 

Pine:  Pine had a fabulous week doing the obstacle course, they 
cheered each other on and worked together when they were 
struggling. They enjoyed toasting marshmallows over the fire. 
Pine class all seemed to love the new spiders web and swing, 
spending most of the session in these two areas.  

Beech:  As with everything in beech the obstacle course became a bit of a competition, with each seeing whether 
they could beat the person that went before them. They chilled out at the end of the session toasting 
marshmallows. 

Palm:  Palm have had two sessions this week. During their second session they made nettle tea. The tea turned out 
to be a bigger hit then expected with the whole class giving it a try. 

Willow 

This week in willow class we have 
been learning about Ocean Week. 
It has been really interesting to 
learn about the different sea 
creatures and how we can protect 
them.  
 
Robert: In the ocean there are lots 
of cool sharks. they get poorly 
because of plastic.  
Tristan: In the ocean there are 
sharks and fish. There are whales 
and dolphins. We need to stop 
fishing so much. 

Robin: I liked learning about the ocean and watching 
the mini documentary. People put too much rubbish in 
the ocean. 

Jordan: The ocean is good. 
Nemo. 
Kajetan: No more plastic. 
Hannah: Killer whales and 
dolphins live in the ocean. They 
are cool. 
Courtney: We have to look 
after the ocean it is important 
for us to live. 
Kaleem: We shouldn't use 
bottles anymore the plastic on 
cans is bad. 
Ruby: I like the dolphins and 
killer whales like Miss Jones. The 
sharks have big teeth. We can't 
put chemicals in the sea. 



Primary Celebrations 

Grange Values 

ASC Celebrations 

Willow Class: Ruby for working so hard on her poetry and being clear and 
confident when performing to the class. Robin for having such a good week and 
a fabulous attitude to work. 
Oak Class: Ryan for his mature and grown up attitude to moving around the 
school and transport. He has been trying hard with all his learning and has 
improved his management of big feelings. 
Maple Class: Adam for his improved attitude to working and trying things 
independently. 

Elm Class: Kyle for his independent work in maths. He also asked if he could join in a game with his friends and 
loved being part of the group. 

Secondary  Celebrations 

ICT Star of the Week 

ICT Star of the week goes to all of Walnut Class for completing all of the 
typing challenges independently during form time.  Harri (Cedar Class) 
receives an honourable mention for working hard during a remote 
lesson and coping admirably with the challenges that arose as a result 
of some technical issues! 

All staff and pupils celebrate the Grange Values of Belong, Believe 
and Achieve. Each fortnight the whole school will focus on one of 
the values under these headings. This term we will be exploring all of 
the values that help us to feel that we Believe in the school 
community. 
 
The Grange Value for w/c 14h June 2021 is Challenge.   
 
Next week’s Grange Value is: Challenge 
 
Alfie (Elm Class) has challenged himself to complete as many simile 
sentences as possible in English this week. Mrs Didlick  
 
All of year 11 for taking part in the NCS programme , lots of new 
challenges ! Mrs Porter 

 
Hamza (Ash) has managed to stay in the classroom with his peers this week. This is something that he had been 
finding challenging to do. Well done, Hamza. Miss Harper 
 
Acer Class have all work towards the challenge of learning the songs for the Music day on Monday. We have 
done lots of reading and practicing the new songs.  Mrs Cowell 

Acer Class: Ben F for using adjectives independently in his topic work. 
Pine Class: Irfanul and Jamie for taking part in the NCS activities this week. 
Ash Class:  Lucy for facing her fears and coping with noises she doesn’t like. 
Well done Lucy, we are really proud of you.  

Hazel Class: Callum for showing perseverance and a good attitude in maths; 
going from, ‘I cant..’ to ‘WAHOO!’ when he completed all his work independently 
on Friday! 

Palm Class: Parvir and Tino for being the first to make the clock hands on the big clock on the school field. 
Beech Class: Chloe for always working hard, trying her best and consistently being a good friend, who 
encourages others to be their best too. 
Sycamore Class: Jess for working, ‘like a trojan’ to get all of her English exam work done, and to a good standard! 
Cedar Class: Josiah for working so hard on his exam pieces, showing a good attitude and concentrating 
consistently. 
Walnut Class: Mya for a more positive, can-do attitude in English, making great progress in independence and 
reading and writing. 



UNICEF: Rights Respecting Schools Gold 
School 

Article of the Week 
Sign of the Week 

Grange Academy learn a British Sign 
Language sign weekly  Please practice 

this with your children. 
 

You will find this information on our website  
www.grange.beds.sch.uk 

 

You will find this information on the school website. Each 
week there will be a new link for the sign and a image and 

video on who to sign it. 
 

                  The sign for week w/c 21st June 2021:  fence 
Flat hands held up together in front of chest, palms facing 
chest, fingers slightly apart, thumbs tucked in, pull hands 

apart. 
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/fence 

Please talk to your children about the 
articles each week. 

Article 35 

No one is allowed to kidnap or sell you.  

Each week a pupil at Grange Academy will give 
us their thoughts and comments on the Article of 

the Week. 

Josiah (Cedar) 

Some children in the world are poor, and live on 
the streets.  They could be in danger of 

kidnapping. 

CHARITY ABSEIL 
Grange Academy would  like to tell you all something really exciting, Mrs Catherine 
Assink (Acting Executive Principal and Interim Chief Education Officer of BILTT), Mrs 
Shannon Poulter (Maple Class Teacher) and myself, Mrs Nikki Horner (Maple Class LSA) 
are going to be abseiling down 418ft to fundraise towards the cost of a new and 
exciting primary area playground at Grange Academy. 
 
We will all be abseiling down the National Lift Tower, in Northampton. It is the tallest 
stand alone abseil tower in the world! This is happening on 3rd July 2021 at 15:00hrs, 
everyone is welcome to come and watch. We will be receiving photos and also, if 
permission is granted, a drone will video the abseils too. It's something none of us has 
done before, and will probably never do again!  

  
I have a fear of heights, so this is something I have always wanted to overcome, but never been brave enough to 
do, but by doing this and raising funds for Grange Academy is something we will be very proud of. 
 
Please donate to our Go Fund Me page below, also please share the link and our story with all your friends and 
family. 
 
gf.me/u/y8n4w4 

Grange Academy Top Typist Leader Board 

Classes across the school have been participating in the ICT 
Summer Challenge during their lessons.  This week’s leader board 
– over the entire school and all tasks – is: 
I have been very impressed by all students and their level of 
accuracy.  Most of them achieved over 75% accuracy!  Keep up 
the good work and I am excited to see who is at the top of next 
week’s leader board! 
Friends of Grange are very kindly donating the prizes for the 
typing challenge and these will be awarded at the end of term to the top three overall 
‘Typists’ and the ‘Most Improved Typist.’  The prizes will be: 
 
 

 
First Prize    £25 Game/Amazon voucher 
Second Prize   £15 Game/Amazon voucher 
Third Prize   £10 Game/Amazon voucher 
Most Improved Typist  £10 Game/Amazon voucher 
 

Diary Dates 

End of Term Thursday  22nd July 2021 

Pupils return to school Wednesday  8th September 2021 


