11th June 2021

What a busy first week back after half term. Year 10s and 11s have a full timetable of exams for the next few weeks.
Pupils have been enjoying activities outside in the lovely weather whilst incorporating their maths, life skills and PE
lessons. Year 11 are looking forward to their NCS programme for the next two weeks. A great start to the 2nd half of
the summer term.

Cedar

Cedar have had a big week! On Tuesday they sat their
English Functional Skills exam; on Wednesday they sat
an Entry Level maths assessment; on Friday they are
taking a science assessment and in-between they
have been completing their PSE coursework for a Entry
level 3 or level 1 award. They all deserve a relaxing
weekend.
Skye: I found the English exam hard, but I finished it all and I think I got enough questions right.
Josiah: I felt I knew what to do in the exam. We’d done practice papers we learned different techniques to
answer the questions.
Lex: this week I had to add more information onto my PSE coursework, so I can get a level 1 qualification. I’m glad
it’s all done!
Demaris: the maths paper was alright because I did not find it that hard. I used what I had learned in class to
answer the difficult questions.
RJ: I felt confident because I felt like I could pass. I had learned everything, and I was focussed in the exam.
April: the maths was quite easy; it was about statistics. I was able to have a go at all of the questions. I completed
it all in the time given.
Kelsey: In the English exam, I did find it hard because I was a bit nervous but in the practice papers I did pass.
Chiara: I think the maths was the hardest, I can find it confusing. We did do a lot of practice, so I felt ready.

Elm
This week in Elm we
have started our new
maths topic of
multiplication and
division. In topic we
monitored and
measured our plants
that we planted last
half term and gave
them a good water as
it had been so sunny
and dry over the half term week. We finished our
tadpole diaries as our tadpoles have now grown into
frogs and been put back in the wild. In PE we are
beginning our preparations for Sports Day doing
athletics and rounders.
Ben: I loved doing sprinting and can’t wait to play
rounders. I really loved getting active.
Baron: I got to go and see Miss Breare as I did some
excellent work in topic. I made a great picture showing
what a plant needs and I finished my star card as I
listened to the teachers and followed instructions.
Kaschan: I used a ruler to measure the plants in cm. I
found it easy. The tallest plant was 20cm. The smallest
was 6cm.

Kyle: I liked running because I was able to run fast and
came 3rd in a race.
Jake: In maths I was speeding through my first
assessment. I found adding easy but reading the
questions was trickier.
Ashantey: I enjoyed PE because I learned techniques to
run.
Lucas: I am glad I am back at school and not in
isolation. I like being at school because we do lots of
work and I like playing with my friends.
Harry: In English we have done alliteration I was able to
think of lots of words
with alliteration.
Alliteration is when
the words sound the
same.
Alfie: I loved PE
because it was
about running and I
like it because we
have such a good
teacher explaining it
to us. I like anything
sporty.

Sycamore

Sycamore will be off timetable for the
next 2 weeks; they are taking part in
the NCS scheme.

Ben: I don’t look forward to doing the
climbing, but I do want to go rafting,
that sounds wicked! I hope the
weather is good for our campfire.
Darren-Lee: I am looking forward to
Jaiden: I think I am looking forward to
Caldecott because we are going to be doing things on the lake. I have heard
building a raft. I am not worried if I get that raft building is good fun.
soaked because it will be a sunny day.
Tommy: After doing so many assessments in class, it will
Armaan: I’m excited to be doing the activities on the
be a nice change of scenery. I also think it will be nice
water. My uncle taught me how to swim, so I will not be to get some fresh air away from Bedford after a year of
scared of the water. I really enjoyed paddle boarding
COVID restrictions.
when I did it before.
James: When I was in the Boys’ Brigade we did assault
Jessica: I have done the ‘leap of faith’ before, it is great courses and camping. It will be good fun to do what is
fun! But it is a bit scary. All the activities sound brilliant.
planned for our adventure at Caldecott.

Acer

In PE, Acer class played hockey. We used a hockey
stick to move the ball around some cones and tried
to score a goal against Mr Mills.
Lolu: I hit the ball with a hockey stick.
Allen: It was the best warm up! We tried to hit the
ball into the goal against Mr Mills. I didn’t get it in.
Oliver: In PE, my tooth fell out and I said, ‘I got it!’ I
played hockey and I am very good. I walked up and
down hitting the ball with a hockey stick.
Josh: I was hitting the ball in the goal.
Max: I moved my ball with the hockey stick. I went in and out of the cones.

Walnut
Walnut have spent this week in Food Tech thinking about the key skills they have used
this term. They have made a variety of dishes and become more independent.
Quintin: I can weigh accurately because I weighed flour when I made cakes.
Mayson: I can use a knife safely. I used the bridge hold when I made Asian chicken
salad. I like making sweet things best though.
Alexis: When I use the oven, I use an oven glove to stop getting burnt. I used an oven
glove when I made pizza in the hot oven.
Kyle: When I made Welsh rarebit I was careful on the hob. I kept the handles of the pans
away from the edge like we are meant to.
Mya: I was careful and looked at what I was doing when I used the cheese grater. I used
it when I was making pizza.
Jasmine: I learnt how to knead dough. We were making pizza and I used the bottom of
my palm. My pizza was tasty and sweet because of the pineapple.
Sanah: I can demonstrate how to rub in. I rubbed in flour and butter together when I
made shortbread. My shortbread was too salty.
Amy: I used the claw grip when I was cutting my ingredients up for the chicken salad.
Oskar: The favourite thing I have made so far is shortbread. I followed the recipe and it tasted like a pillow.

Pine
Pine class have been learning
about ‘Animal Welfare Needs’
and the responsibility we all
have to make sure animals are
cared for carefully and their
needs are met.

Gabriel: Animals need to live in the right environment so
they will be happy. If you had a snake it should be kept
in a tank for snakes. If you had a dog, you must take it
for walks and give it exercise. If you have a bird, you
must let it out of its cage in the house, but you must
always remember to close your doors and windows.
Irfanul: I don’t have a pet but if I did, I would have a
Ewan: You need to keep your hamster because they are tiny, and it will stay in the
pet healthy and feed it the
cage. It will have a wheel for exercise, and it will eat
Jamie’s pet
right food. Speak to your vet
hamster dry food and vegetables.
or research the internet to find Jamie: I have a parrotlet (Pocket Parrot) and he comes
parrotlet
out how much you should
from South America. They travel in flocks of up to a
feed your pet. If you over feed hundred birds. He likes all kinds of
your pet it will get sick. My dogs must not have
seeds, fruit and vegetables. My
chocolate, onions, tomatoes, raisins and flower bulbs or parrotlet chirps all the time and I love
they will get sick and must go to vet to get checked on him.
and they might have to have their stomach pumped. It Ashlee: This term I have been
cost a lot of money to go to the vets so people should
learning about animal welfare
be responsible citizens and take care of their pets.
because it is important to look after
Daniela: Your pet needs lots of things to keep it happy.
all animals. People like animals
My cat likes sleeping on my bed and she wants me to
because they can be part of your
love her. Sometimes she scratches me because she is
family and they help you become a
tired and does not want me to play with her, so I leave
responsible person. Some people
her alone. If she is sad, she will meow, so I pet her. I give have pets because they are lonely,
her food and water. You must not give cats and dogs
and the pet gives them love back.
chocolate because they will get sick.

Willow

This week in Willow class we have been using the
seek app and the RHS flower guide to identify
flowers in and around our school. We have been
out hunting for flowers and used our identification
guide to make sketches of flowers we found.
Jordan: I liked hunting for flowers.
Kaiden: I used the seek app to take pictures of
the flowers and then find out what type of flower
it is.
Courtney: I used the book and did a sketch of my favourite flower the sunflower.
Hannah: I liked using the ipad and sketch pad to draw flowers. I found a rose.
Tristan: I found poppies on the app. They are my mum’s favourite.
Kaleem: I liked looking for flowers.
Robin: I could find lots of different flowers, Miss Jones helped me to draw my favourite pink one.
Ruby: It was funny because the flowers have two names. One is Latin and is an old name.
Kajetan: I found a blue flower.

Beech
Before half term, Beech class were all in isolation and were
home learning. Some of the students have enjoyed cooking at
home. We had a Zoom meeting every day and all of the
students had a very mature attitude to working at home.
Kade: My favourite activity was food tech because I got to
make shortbread biscuits by myself.
Tamsin: Before half term we did online Zoom meetings every
day during home learning. My favourite activity was Prodigy
Maths and making shortbread biscuits in Food Tech. I did well
in RSE – we talked about discrimination. I also did well at
Prodigy Maths and Purple Mash.
Allan: Before half term we did school work during home
learning. It was fun working from home. My favourite activity was doing Food Tech with my mum. I made lots
of shortbread biscuits. I did well at TT Rockstars.
Kailey: Before half term we did Life Skills at home. It was challenging to work from home but I liked it. I did some
TT Rockstars which was fun. I did some English work at home – it was cool because it had lots of interesting facts.
My favourite subject was art because when I was at home I did lots of drawing. I even made up a song.
Chloe: Before half term we did TT Rockstars and Purple Mash during home learning. My favourite activity at
home was Lexia. I did well in RSE. We talked about discrimination with Mrs Blair.
Grigoriy: Before half term we did home learning. I made shortbread biscuits in Food Tech. My favourite activity
was TT Rockstars. I did well at Prodigy Maths.
Oumar: Before half term we did home learning. My favourite activity was the daily Zoom meeetings. I enjoyed
TT Rockstars and RSE.
Sohaib: I did well at Prodigy Maths. My favourite activity was Prodigy because we get to explore other worlds
and use Maths. I also did Lexia and Purple Mash.

Maple
In English over the last few weeks
we have been looking at nature
poems. We have been
performing, reading and
describing different things from
nature. This week we have
specifically focused on a poem
called ‘The Secret Song’ and
looking at writing questions and
answers. In food tech this week
we have been looking at the
seeds we eat. We explored
different fruits, vegetables and
plants that produce seeds that we can eat. We got to
describe them and try them. Finally we returned to
school this week to discover our window beans have
sprouted which we were very excited about!
Chibunna: Today we looked at English animals. We
asked questions to each other about where they live,
what they eat and what they do. One of us wore an
animal ask and answered the questions.
Adam: Today we done the masks. I was a spider and a
snail. Spiders live in a web.

Kieran: I found seeds in ALL the
fruit and veg but I didn’t like the
taste.
Saira: In English, I worked with
Chibunna to perform the poem. I
read the answers and Chibunna
read the questions. I had to think
about the rhythm and your voice
and make sure it’s a little loud.
Alex: My favourite fruit was
grapes. They have seeds inside.
Skye: I tasted all the fruits and
the seeds. I really liked the flax
seed, I dipped the other fruit in! It
was smooth.
Jerome: I tasted the sunflower seeds, they come from a
sunflower. (Jerome was shocked that these seeds came
from a flower.)
Keith: The best part was being the fox and the bunny. I
like it when Ibrahim put on the mask like Scrooge
McDuck. I asked him: how do you fly and why do you
waddle?
Ibrahim: I was shocked that my bean had grown a stem
and roots!

Hazel
This term Hazel class will be
focussing on more practical
tasks for Life Skills. They
learnt to sew buttons onto
bunting, although some
students had sewn before,
sewing buttons was a new
skill for all. Initially they
found it tricky but then were
keen to carry on sewing – even into lunchtime! The
students chose buttons to sew on to bunting in the
shape of their initial.
This week they also started athletics in PE, their first
lesson focussed on starting positions for track racing.
The students were keen to participate and show they
had mastered the starting position.
Bella: Today I enjoyed sewing, except for the part
when I kept struggling and pricking myself but then
Abiah helped me.
Abiah: I enjoyed doing the bunting because we got to
sew our initials on it with thread and buttons.
Callum: I liked doing sewing because I was good at it
and my one looks very good. It was quite easy when
you get the hang of it.

Kirsty: I enjoyed running in PE
because I got to race the whole
class. I like doing athletics
because I am good at running. I
am loving PE this term, I have
learnt about starting positions in
running.
Taylon: I liked PE because we
got to race. We learnt the
starting position.
Dawid: Today in life skills we learnt how to sew buttons, I
liked it because I was good at it.
Ethan: I found it hard doing the sewing, but then I
managed to do it. I liked PE too we did running I
learned how to start a race.
Kieran: I really enjoyed sewing buttons in the shape of
my first initial on the bunting, I found it hard at first
especially when I pricked my finger with the needle.
Anna: I enjoyed doing sewing. I used thread to sew the
buttons on the bunting. It was hard however I managed
to do it in the end. I was worried about doing sewing it
but then I got over it and did really well.
Rebecca: Today I really enjoyed sewing because first I
failed at it but then Mrs Idris showed me again and at
the end I finally got it.

Ash
Ash class have been looking at alliteration in English. We have found words
that have the same first letter and same sound. We found alliteration words
in the story The 3 little pigs.
Lucy: The big bad wolf had terrifying teeth.
Carter: A wobbly, wooden house.
Alex: P for pig and P for pink.
Aneyk: The big bad wolf.
Olivia: Olivia matched words together that started with the same letter.

Palm
Palm class have this week had fun playing rounders in P.E.
We have started are new sport this week rounders and we have been practising our
catching skills, to be a good fielder we need to be able to catch.
We started in pairs close together, remembering hands, feet, meet, greet to catch a ball.
Then once we were confident at close quarters we moved further and further away so that
we had to put power into our throwing.
We also had a little go at batting and bowling, skills we will develop over the next few
weeks building up to a game.
We learnt to throw with confidence and
accuracy.
Malachi: I had a practise at batting and
managed to hit the ball.
Bradley: I like rounders, I was very good at hitting the ball.
Parvir: We took turns in bowling, batting and fielding, I managed to hit it
very far.
Daniel: I enjoyed having a go at batting, I hit the ball and worked with
Bradley and Patryk.
Tino: I tried my best to catch the ball and I managed to catch the ball 5
times.
Alex: I found it hard to catch the ball but I kept going and caught it
eventually.

Oak
After an exciting assembly
on Monday, Oak class
were raring and ready to
go for learning about
oceans and ocean life.
We revisited some of our
old favourite books like
Commotion in the Ocean
where we picked out
rhyming words. We
practiced our descriptive
writing taking inspiration
from ocean and beach
scenes. In maths we
became fearless pirates
and used our money skills
to identify and count
coins. In food tech, we
created sea creatures out
of fruit! It was very fun and
tasty. For our grand finale, we brought a little slice of the
beach to Grange by splashing in our paddling pools.

Toby: (signed) swimming. Writing.
Cody: Me Alex, Lucy and Aneyk were outside with the
paddling pool and the Ash teacher too it was so fun.
Amelia is in the little paddling pool!
Aishah: No beach only pool! Willow sees a pool or ash. I
made a fruit boat.
Ashmit: I play with Amelia. I making.
Fruit.
Noah: I love octopus and paddling
pool!
Ryan: We talking about jumping and
swimming, water. Big waves like sea. It
looks like a crab tail and some one
eyes he has a spikey in the back. I use
orange.
Amelia: It’s definitely got to be the
food boat. For mine I used
strawberries grapes and raspberries.
Dejon: Food! Fish with grapes.
Jeffrey: I like getting wet going in the
paddling pool. I made a fruit shark.

PE News
This Summer term some of our students are taking part in
the School Marathon Challenge completing 140 laps of
the running track (when visible) which is the equivalent to
26.219miles.
They will receive a certificate and a medal on completion.
So if you see students doing laps of the running track please show some encouragement and cheer them on.

ICT STAR OF THE WEEK
This week the ICT Star of the Week goes to Lex in Cedar for always helping fellow
members of the class when they are having trouble. An honourable mention also
goes to Daniel in Palm class for being the most accurate typist across the whole
school! Well done to you both and keep up the excellent work!

Primary Celebrations
Primary Stars of the Week:
Elm Class: Lucas and Harry settling back to school routine so well following their week
of remote learning.
Maple Class: ALL OF MAPLE CLASS! They all joined in remote learning so well, working
hard and being respectful too. A special mention for Kieran who went into a different
class for the week, but still worked hard and tried his best with all tasks.
Oak Class: Jeffrey for working hard all week and producing los of lovely art work.
Willow Class: Jordan for making good choices and trying to help others.

Secondary Celebrations

Secondary Honourable Mentions:
Walnut Class: Oskar for offering his opinions and ideas confidently and clearly during English lessons.
Hazel Class: Kirsty for being amazing during her week of remote learning, despite being the only one
in the class at home. She accessed every lesson via Zoom and joined in with some wonderful contributions and
has completed lots of work independently.
Palm Class: THE WHOLE CLASS for being brilliantly amazing, kind, considerate and hardworking for the whole
week – it was too hard for Mr Kilcoyne to pick just one person!
Cedar Class: April for accessing Zoom Lessons every day and making our new class member Harri feel welcome
at every opportunity.
Sycamore Class: Tommy for being present for all sessions via Zoom during the week of remote learning. He even
accessed extra 1:1 sessions and has been working extremely hard.
Beech Class: THE WHOLE CLASS for having such a mature attitude to remote learning; Mr Holmes said he felt like
he could have been teaching university students with their amazing attitude. We are so proud of you all!

Remote Learning Stars
Ruby: for completing all of her work pack, Purple Mash tasks and returning to school
with a big smile.
Harri: for overcoming camera and mic issues during remote ICT with Mrs Rowley and
using his screenshare to type responses on the notepad programme (genius troubleshooting!)
Amy W: for trying every day to access the teams meetings and completing her English
work really well.
Naomi and Kyle for joining the class Zoom lesson on Friday morning. They did well with their English limericks. They
worked out and guessed the missing words in the example. They also worked independently on their column addition using what they had learned that week.
Tommy, Ben W and James C: for working hard at home and keeping in touch with Mrs Porter.
Allan: completing work set, persevering with problems with Teams and baking some amazing shortbread for food
tech.
Harry M for some brilliant English poetry in our class Zooms and for sending video evidence of his dance for our
Meadowsong project song of the deep, dark earth. Super Star!
Oumar: completing work set, contributing really well during our live lessons and persevering with problems on
Teams.
April made a very good effort with her PowerPoint last week based on Van Gogh. It needs some editing, however
she worked well in her remote lesson. She has also

Bedford Borough launches a Summer of
SEND this June, July and August

PE News
Grange Academy have
been awarded the this
Certificate in recognition of
our ongoing engagement
in the School Games and
for completing our School
Games Mark Framework for
2020/21, which could result
in a bronze, silver or gold
award.

This summer, Bedford is hosting a ‘Summer of SEND’ and
partners, children and young people involved in the
projects have made a video to encourage everyone to
get involved.
The programme of Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities (SEND) events has been devised by Bedford
Borough Council, The Parent Carer Forum and BLMK CCG
and had originally been intended to launch last summer.
Click on the link here to see the full article. You may see
some familiar faces!!
Bedford Borough launches a Summer of SEND this June,
July and August - Bedford Independent

Grange Values
All staff and pupils celebrate the Grange Values of Belong, Believe and Achieve. Each fortnight the whole school
will focus on one of the values under these headings. This term we will be exploring all of the values that help us to
feel that we Believe in the school community.
The Grange Value for w/c 7th June 2021 is Responsibility.
Next week’s Grange Value is: Challenge
Harry (Elm): Harry took responsibility for another student when helping him with his maths. Mrs Didlick
Alexis (Walnut): Alexis took responsibility for helping around the classroom without being asked. She took down
all the chairs from the desks ready for the start of the day. Mrs Mielke
Chloe (Beech): She has been really responsible in helping make sure other members of the class are happy and
having fun. Mr Holmes
Pine Class: Pine class have been learning about animal welfare and they have taken responsibility for looking
after their pets this week. Mrs Noble
Armaan (Sycamore). Has been helping others with exam prep without being asked to and being clear and
supportive in his support. Miss Breare
Skye (Maple): Skye saw another child was upset about missing out on equipment and then offered her space so
they wouldn't be sad. Miss Breare

Who will be Top Typist at Grange Academy!
This week sees the launch of the ICT
Summer Term Competition. Classes
across the school will be completing a
weekly typing challenge. As a starter for
their lessons, I will be setting them a task
that involves typing and using the correct hand positions.
There will then be a school leader board
placed in the newsletter with our weekly
Top Typist being awarded. In the last
week of the Summer term a Final Leader
board will be published with prizes for
top class, top typist and most improved.
Good Luck and Happy Typing!

Forest School

CHARITY ABSEIL

It's been lovely to be back up in the
Forest School area this week. We
have only had two sessions, one
with Cedarmore and the other
Palm, both of which have been very
chilled, and
student led. As
always with
Forest School we
try to keep our
area as
sustainable and
environmentally friendly as possible, part
of this is using donated resources. If you
are doing any tree trimming over the next
few weeks, we would be very grateful for
any long (1-3 m) branches that can be
used for Den building and wood
chippings. Unfortunately, we are not able
accept Conifer style trees as they are truly
very sticky! Thank you to everyone who
helped us last time we needed contributions.

Grange Academy
would like to tell you all
something really
exciting, Mrs Catherine
Assink (Acting Executive
Principal and Interim
Chief Education Officer of BILTT), Mrs
Shannon Poulter (Maple Class Teacher) and
myself, Mrs Nikki Horner (Maple Class LSA)
are going to be abseiling down 418ft to
fundraise towards the cost of a new and
exciting primary area playground at
Grange Academy.
We will all be abseiling down the National
Lift Tower, in Northampton. It is the tallest
stand alone abseil tower in the world! This is
happening on 3rd July 2021 at 15:00hrs,
everyone is welcome to come and watch.
We will be receiving photos and also, if
permission is granted, a drone will video the
abseils too. It's something none of us has
done before, and will probably never do
again!
I have a fear of heights, so this is something I
have always wanted to overcome, but
never been brave enough to do, but by
doing this and raising funds for Grange
Academy is something we will be very
proud of.
Please donate to our Go Fund Me page
below, also please share the link and our
story with all your friends and family.
gf.me/u/y8n4w4

Sign of the Week
Grange Academy learn a British Sign
Language sign weekly Please
practice this with your children.
You will find this information on our website
www.grange.beds.sch.uk
You will find this information on the school website. Each
week there will be a new link for the sign and a image and
video on who to sign it.
The sign for week w/c 14th June 2021: grass
left forearm held in front of body, right hand moves side to
side behind arm, fingers fluttering.
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/grass

UNICEF: Rights Respecting Schools Gold
School
Article of the Week
Please talk to your children about the
articles each week.
Article 11
You have the right to be protected from kidnapping.
Each week a pupil at Grange Academy will give
us their thoughts and comments on the Article of
the Week.
Allan (Beech)
Everyone should be safe in their environment.
Don’t talk to strangers or put yourself at risk.

