
Cedar  

Pupils and staff at Grange Academy have certainly had a busy week.   
This week’s newsletter reflects the wide range of learning from across the curriculum: maths, art, physical activity 

and food tech to name a few. 
In addition, the school embeds a range of life skills throughout the curriculum to give pupils the skills to go on to 

lead independent lives and achieve their own personal goals. 
 

19th March 2021 

This week Cedar were working as a team to prepare for Comic Relief. They were in 
the food technology room creating some delicious cakes to help raise money for 
Friday. 
 
Lex: I was making cupcakes. I had to follow the recipe and worked 
independently. 
Kelsey: We did it to raise money for Comic 
Relief. We made the cakes and we iced 
them too. 
Skye: Comic Relief is important to help 

children in need. Because of covid, many children are struggling this year. 
RJ: The cakes will be sold to raise money. I hope to bring in money to buy 
some. 
Josiah: Me and RJ got star baker for working hard. We worked as a team. 
Chiara: We were making cakes for charity, to help children who can’t afford 
things and covid is making it worse because everyone is at home. 
Demaris: Children also need help with their wellbeing. Because they can’t 
go out and see friends and family they have found it difficult. 
April:  I was working alone. I followed the recipe, but unfortunately they 
overflowed. Next time I will put less cake mixture in the cases. 

Pine class have been making teaching videos on how to 
promote good personal hygiene. 
 
Ewan: This week I made a video about how to wash our 
hands, clean our nails and wash our face. I made this 
video because it is important to have good hygiene to 
prevent germs and infections and it’s also one of my 
targets. 
Gabriel: When I made my video I was very nervous 
because I don’t like standing in front of groups of 
people and talking to them. I also don’t like my voice 

because it is deep and sounds like a man. But I did it and I was glad when it was over. I felt good when I 
watched the video back and was proud of myself. 
Isaiah: It is important to keep yourself clean and tidy so you don’t keep germs on you. If you stay dirty the germs 
will spread and go everywhere. When I wash my hands I use hand wash and count to 20. Sometimes I use my 
hand sanitiser on my desk. 
Irfanul: In life skills I was learning how to wash my face and hands properly and I 
made a video. I got all my instructions in the right order and when I finished I 
looked handsome. 
Ashlee: I felt a bit embarrassed when I made my video recording because I don’t 
like being recorded but my teachers said I was a very confident speaker. I think I 
gave fantastic instructions on how to wash your hands and face and clean your 
finger nails. I think the primary classes would be able to follow my video if they 
wanted to in their lesson and be clean too. 
Daniela: It is important to wash your face with soap because you will get spots 
and I don’t like spots. I wash my hands when I come to school, after I use the 
bathroom, before my lunch and after I have been outside. My teacher doesn’t 
have to ask me; I just do it! 
Jamie: My target 5 is to take pride in my appearance. I have been brushing my 
hair and checking my clothes every day when I come to school to make sure I 
look neat and tidy. Miss Salaun said I looked like John Travolta when I brushed all 
my hair back. It makes me feel proud when people make nice comments to me 
and I feel really good. 

Pine 



Beech  
In English we are reading the book ‘Ship of Ghosts’.  We have filled in a 
postcard correctly – writing in the shoes of the character.  We have 
written a newspaper appeal for a missing person.  We have studied a 
poem about the sea.  We have been using our ICT and research skills to 
create our own tourism websites that show all that Bedford has to offer.  
We have also completed some independent writing – planning a 
narrative and writing a narrative. 
 
Oumar:  I liked creating a website.  My website is all about restaurants 
and places to eat in Bedford.  I made a spider diagram to think of all the 
places there are in Bedford to eat and then I used Google to research 
three different types of places to eat. 
Kade:  My webpage is about places to eat in and around Bedford town 
centre.  I completed a brain storm of all the restaurants I could think of 
and then I chose four to write about.  I chose Toby Carvery because my 
mum works there and it is, ‘the home of the roast’.  
Grigoriy:  My independent writing is a story about an American 
submarine travelling from San Francisco.  The submarine is called Rhone.  
My story includes a raging storm and a giant iceberg.  We used a picture 
to get inspiration for our story. 
Tamsin:   We wrote about a poem called ‘Sea Fever’.  The poet loves the 
sea as he says he must go down to the again.  The poet likes windy days 
with white fluffy clouds as that is what he asks for in his poem.   
Allan:   We read a poem called ‘Sea Fever’ as we are reading a book 
called ‘Ship of Ghosts’ about a young boy called Mick.  In the poem the 
writer misses the sea and states all the reasons why he loves the sea.  I 
listed ideas from the poem, used a dictionary and added my own ideas. 
Logan:   We created a missing poster for a newspaper appeal.  I wrote 
about James Lane from the book who was Mick’s missing dad.  He was 
last seen in South China and had green eyes and blond hair.  He worked 

as a sailor.  My poster focused on the use of capital letters and nouns to start 
sentences. 
Kailey:  For independent writing I wrote a story about a boy called Jack – he 
was a young sailor and had a friend called Luna.  The story included a storm at 
sea where there was big waves and icebergs. 
Sohaib:  For my webpage I wrote all about places to shop in Bedford.  I chose 
The Harpur Centre, Silver Street and Kempston Retail Park.  I included all the 
opening times and contact information.  We added pictures to our webpages.  
We used Purple Mash to create the webpages. 
Chloe:  My webpage is all about markets in Bedford.  I used my computer to 
research the Fruit and Veg market, the clothes market and the Victorian 
Christmas Fair.  I added the times the market is open and what days it is there. I 
included the website address and contact phone number.  I used Purple Mash 
to create my webpage.  It included the weather for Bedford, tabs, pictures and 
a search bar.  

Maple have had a busy week this week! We have been 
looking at our new topic, place value in maths to prepare us 
for looking at money after Easter. We have all done some 
fantastic work and have been exploring some new resources 
to help us! In English, we have been looking at our new story, 
‘The Day the Crayons Quit’. We have been looking at the 
letters written by the crayons and exploring their emotions. 
Finally, in topic we have been looking at Easter. We have 
been designing and making Easter Egg boxes in DT and in 
food tech we are designing and creating our own Easter Eggs. 
In ICT we have started creating adverts for our Easter Eggs. We 
really enjoyed recreating The Last Supper in RE and retelling 
the Easter story. 

 
Keith: I have been splitting numbers in to tens, ones and hundreds.  
Saira: We learnt about the Easter story. We learnt that Jesus died at Easter by being put 
on the cross. They put him in a tomb covered by a big stone. 
Adam: I have used Numicon, base ten and bead strings. I liked used the bead strings because it’s much easier to 
see the numbers. 
Chibunna: I learnt about numbers to 10,000. I have been showing the numbers with the base ten and the number 
counters. I also learnt about some hard questions about how to make up the number (place value). I learnt about 

how Jesus was on the cross because Judas betrayed Jesus. Jesus knew that Judas 
betrayed him and died on the cross and then he came alive again on the third 
day. 
Alex: The story is about crayons and they feel sad because they get used. 
Jerome: The story is about crayons. My favorite is blue because I feel bad – he’s so 
small! 
Tyrese: I’ve learnt tens and ones. I used the bead strings to count in tens. 
Ollie: I learnt numbers to 10,000. I used Numicon and base ten. 
Kieran: I am looking at numbers to 1,000,000,000. Yesterday I was rounding. If it’s 
five or more you have to go up. 
Ibrahim: I used tens frames. I put on counters (for numbers to 20). 

Maple 



Hazel  

This week 
Hazel class 
have been 
learning 
about how to 
present 
yourself 
during a job 
interview. 
They worked 
in teams of 
three to 
research 

about a particular role, each team member had an 
important role to play.  The students created mock 
interviews taking turns to be interviewed in front of the 
class.  They did an amazing job. 
 
Abiah: I enjoyed our life skills lesson this week because I 
love working in teams and doing role play. 
Kieran: In life skills this week, we did a role play of an 
interview and we had to add some questions for the 
interview. We had to watch the other teams perform 
their interview. I really enjoyed this lesson because we 
had to work in teams. 
Bella: In life skills I was a questioner. I took part and was a 
good team player, but I was scared to do the role play in 
front of the class. 
Rebecca:  This week in our life skills lesson I was a bit 
nervous to talk about a hotel manager because I was 
the researcher. During our role play I was being 
interviewed to be a hotel manager. 
Ethan: In our life skills lesson this week we had to do an 
interview and a role play. I found it difficult because I 
have never done a mock interview before.  
Taylon: In life skills this week we had to do a role play to 

be interviewed. 
Anna: This week I really enjoyed our life skills lesson. Doing 
my role play was exciting as me and Rebecca did a 
mock interview. We both spoke really clearly. The roles 
were a researcher, a note taker and a questioner. We 
had to do teamwork. We also had to ask questions. It 
was really hard, but I enjoyed doing the interview. 
Dawid:  This week in life skills I joined in with some role 
play. I enjoyed the part where we had to act like we 
were being interviewed for a job. 
Callum: In the interview I found it difficult as I was unsure 
what I was doing as it was my first time doing a mock 
interview. We had to have good communication skills 
and we worked as teams, to research what job we was 
going to use. I found it difficult because I came back 
from my music lesson, but I thought my interview went 
okay.  
Kirsty: In our life skills lesson this week I enjoyed watching 
Anna and Rebecca’s interview. They did really well 
because they spoke 
loud and had a 
clear voice. I also 
enjoyed watching 
Mrs Hewitt and Mrs 
Idris’ interview, both 
teachers had an 
amazing tone of 
voice. When Callum 
and Ethan did theirs, 
it was very good too. 
In life skills I learnt 
that when you have 
an interview it is 
good to not talk 
towards the floor to 
speak clearly. 

Acer class made Easter biscuits in food 
tech this week. We practiced weighing 
ingredients, mixing, rolling out and making 
shapes. We used different icing and 
decorations to decorate our biscuits. 
 
Lolu: I decorated Easter biscuits. Brown 
and green and eyes.  
Oliver: I tried to make Easter egg biscuits 
and I did good. I didn’t want icing on my 
biscuits. My Mum was happy and said they 
tasted good! 
Josh: I measured the sugar. I put it in the 
bowl. I used a rolling pin to roll it out.  
Allen: We decided to make biscuits. We 

used eggs, flour, sugar and butter to make them. I used icing and 
decorations to decorate my biscuits. They tasted OK.  
Max: I rolled it out using a rolling pin. I cut out 5 egg shapes.  
Marcus: I made 4 biscuits. They were shaped like eggs and I decorated them with sprinkles, icing 
and buttons. The biscuits tasted really great! 
Ben: I decorated my Easter biscuits with the blue icing pen. I made a zigzag pattern and a swirly 
pattern. 
Harry:  

Acer 

This week Ash class went on a magic train 
ride based on the story from Bare Foot Books. 
We had to show our tickets to get on the train 
and once we set off we saw many amazing 
things!  
 
Carter: I go to the land of cakes. I see a 
chocolate egg. Yummy! 
Hamza: I go to space on a magic train. I see 
stars. I float in space.  
Aneyk: A magic train on the tracks.  
Alex: Magic train underwater. I see treasure.  
Lucy: The magic train goes to Fairy Land. The 
fairies have magic wands.  
Olivia: Train.  

Ash 



Willow 

Sycamore  

Sycamore have been 
learning how to successfully 
sew a running stitch to create 
a bookmark, here’s how we 
got on…. 
 
Tommy:  Over the last week 
we have been learning and 
improving our sewing skills. 
We have been doing a 
running stitch. I quite enjoyed 
it, the class were quiet and I 
found it a really enjoyable 
experience. 
James:  In the lesson life skills 
we were sewing on 
bookmarks with great detail. 

We were practicing using a thread and needle in life 
skills. I did a boarder around my initials ‘JC’ with my 
army rank stripes next to it.  
Armaan:   In life skills we were sewing a bookmark, the 
room was nice and quiet. I learnt how to do a running 
stitch. I enjoyed the lesson because it was quiet and I 
was able to get on with a lot of work. I wanted to make 
a picture so Mrs Porter drew an eye and I sewed to fill it 
in following the pattern and it came out really well! 
Ben:  We were doing sewing and we learnt how to sew 

a running stitch and we 
practiced it. I made a 
bookmark, I changed the 
colour and chose my own 
design. I feel proud of my 
bookmark. I am very happy 
with my final bookmark. 
Darren–Lee:  We were learning 
in life skills how to do running 
stitching. I wasn’t happy with 
my first design because the 
fabric broke, I used that design 
as a practice and started 
again, I am still working on my 
new one. I have dome sewing 
before in my old school for a 
year, so I knew how to do the 
running stitch. I enjoyed the activity because the lesson 
was peaceful and everyone was enjoying what they 
were doing. 
Jaiden:   I couldn’t do the sewing and I didn’t enjoy it so 
I researched pictures for my diamond art work. I was 
amazed by the incredible images done by air brushing. 
Jessica:   In life skills we learnt how to sew a bookmark, 
carefully we took our time, I used  red, black and fluffy 
colours. I really enjoyed it, the lesson was really relaxing.  

This week we have continued to learn about Florence Nightingale in 
topic. In maths we have been learning place value 10s, 100s and 
1000s. In English we have learnt how to do acrostic poetry using the 
word Gruffalo. In PE we did netball high 5s and played in actual 
positions which was tricky to begin with, but we got it in the end and 
had a great game. A lovely week and the class have been working 
hard. 
 
Naomi: This week I have enjoyed dance because I enjoyed the 
routine and music. I liked doing it with the whole class. 
Ben:  I enjoyed netball because I liked playing goal shooter. 
Baron:  I liked netball because I enjoyed working with my team. 
James:  This week I have enjoyed netball because I played with my 
friends and passing. 
Harry: I have enjoyed ICT because I got to find jokes on some 
websites. Me and Ashantey put them on Word. We had to put 10 
jokes on Word. It was funny and hilarious. My favorite joke was the 

interrupting cow one because the cow was interrupting my joke!  
Kaschan:  I have enjoyed playing netball and I have been playing football at breaktime and lunch time. I am 
good at it. And I have also enjoyed snack time yesterday. We had toast and muffins it was delicious! 
Kyle: I have enjoyed playing netball because, it is good and fun to 
play. It is good exercise I had fun doing it. 
Lucas:  This week I enjoyed netball. I passed a netball to my team. I 
was on the red team. I like PE, I shot the netball in the hoop. I 
enjoyed the dance yesterday because I liked the music. 
Jake:   I enjoyed netball in PE my team won. I was on the blue 
team. Me and Baron were working together with Ben, Kyle and 
Harry.  
Ashantey:  This week I enjoyed making jokes on the laptops. I even 
made my own and half of the class thought it was funny. I looked 
some up with Harry. 

Elm 

In willow class we have been learning about the continents of the 
world and we have been on virtual holidays to the places we 
want to visit. 
 
Kaiden: There are 7 continents in the world and they all have 
other countries in them. 
Tristan: Asia is the biggest continent, I like learning about our 
world it is fun and I can see new places. 
Hannah: I like the continents song it is funny and I remember it. 
Courtney: I liked the continents matching game it was fun. 
Ruby: There are 7 continents and they are land with the ocean 
separating them. 
Robin: It is fun to go on Google Earth and see the big continents. 
Jordan: I sing the continent song. 
Max: I learn lots about continents in class. I’m writing about going 
to Africa in English and I saw it in topic. 
Kajetan: Asia is big and Africa is big too. 



Palm 

Walnut  

Oak 

Walnut have started a new topic in Maths this week. They are learning 
about money, they have been using White Rose online resources and 
have bought items from the class shop. They are also following this on 
in their PSE work at the moment and studying financial risk and saving. 
 
Kyle: I’m not that confident with money so it’s handy we are learning 
about it. It’s important to understand money so you don’t get short-
changed in shops. 
Jasmine: I find it difficult to count the different coins because I don’t 
use money out of school. I need lots of practice to get used to it. 
Amy: In PSE we are learning about financial risk. We played a game 
where we had to make money by investing and selling. The other 
team were doing better than us because they invested more and got 
higher numbers on the dice. I enjoyed the game especially when I 

rolled a high number and my investment was £27. The first game we lost everything though. 
Sanah: In maths we were counting different coins to see how much they 
were worth. In the class shop we had to pay the amount of the item we 
chose, it was more difficult when we started to figure out the change. 
Mayson: I am unsure about money because I don’t ever use it out of 
school. 
Alexis: I am quite good with money because I know what the different 
coins are worth. 
Quintin: I understand that each coin is worth a different amount. I can 
make up an amount using different coins. 
Mya: We were using coins and putting them in groups so we could buy 
something from the class shop, we had to make sure we had the right 
amount of money. 
Oskar: In PSE we were playing a game we were adding up the money we 
had gained. We had to roll a dice and that would tell us how our 
investment had gone. It was a good game.  

Andy Goldsworthy Art Project—Palm class have been inspired 
by the Artist Andy Goldsworthy to create a rainbow around a 
tree.  They have collected pebbles from around the school 
prepared the ground, painted the pebbles and once 
completed they have varnished them to protect them from 
the elements.   They placed them around the tree to create a 
wonderful colourful rainbow design. 
Please come along and have a look, I think it’s marvellous but 
then I am biased as I am their 
teacher. 
Well done Palm class. 
 
Katie:  I helped our art project by 
painting some of the pebbles. 
Tino:  I dug out around the tree with 
Parvir, to make sure we could lay 
the pebbles on. 
Bradley:  I helped Miss Gallagher 
with the varnishing to help protect 

the stones. 
Parvir: I dug the ground with Tino, we tried to get rid of all the grass so it was just mud. 
Karenveer:  I helped paint the stones and got to write my name on one as a memory. 
Daniel: I was tasked with painting the stones, I had to make purple out of red and 
black, it was difficult and I had to ask for help. 
Alex: I have painted the pebbles for our project, I have used blue, red and green. 
Malachi: I found painting the stones relaxing. 

This week in Oak we have been 
very busy with our learning jobs. 
The children have enjoyed 
phonics, maths and of course 
further exploring our key text 
‘Handa’s Surprise’. We did a 
video retelling of the book and 
each played a different animal 
from the story.  
 
Ashmit: I do good hard work. It’s 
a book. 
Aishah: We did ‘Handa’s 
Surprise’ and for phonics it’s 3 
letters, 1 sound – igh! It’s kind of 
like light. I make the sound. 
Amelia: I wrote a sequence for 
the video. It was all about 

‘Handa’s Surprise’ – I made the title. It made a story. 
Alfie: We just had mother’s day and we wrote a card for 

our mums. We also scared Miss 
Frith a bunch of times. We got 
a book called ‘Handa’s 
Surprise.’ I was an elephant 
and my line was “ripe, red, 
mango.” 
Cody: We did ‘c’ like in my 
name, Cody! 
Dejon: Video ‘Handa’s 
Surprise’. I watch. 
Jeffrey: It was just recoding. We 
are telling ‘Handa’s Surprise’. I 
like the orange. 
Ryan: I love tic tac toe! I make 
the swing it’s a hugest one. We 
do carpet time. 
Steven: We do letters, ‘c’ we 
make it. I wrote ‘cat’. 
Toby: I liked maths – we did 1,2,3. We write. In bag 2 
spoons, 3 cups, 1 plate. 



UNICEF: Rights Respecting 
Schools Gold School 
Article of the Week 

Sign of the Week 

Grange Academy learn a British Sign 
Language sign weekly  Please 
practice this with your children. 

You will find this information on our 
website  www.grange.beds.sch.uk 
You will find this information on the school website. 

Each week there will be a new link for the sign and a 
image and video on who to sign it. 

                  The sign for week w/c 22nd March 2021:   Living Room 
https://bslsignbank.ucl.ac.uk/dictionary/words/room-2.html  

Instructions:  indexes pointing down move out, back, then in , to 
indicate outline of room  

Please talk to your children about 
the articles each week. 

Article 29  
Your education should help you use and 

develop your talents and abilities. It should 
also help you learn to live peacefully, 

protect the environment and respect other 
people.  

Each week a pupil at Grange Academy 
will give us their thoughts and comments 

on the Article of the Week. 
Alfie (Oak) 

When I play I join other people in.  If 
someone is hurt I take them to a teacher.  

My teachers help me to be kind. 

Grange Diary Dates 

Easter Holidays 29th March—9th April 2021 
Staff Training Day—Monday 12th April 2021 

Pupils return to school—Tuesday 13th April 2021 

Grange Values 

All staff and pupils celebrate the Grange Values of Belong, Believe and Achieve. Each fortnight the whole school 
will focus on one of the values under these headings. This term we will be exploring all of the values that help us to 
feel that we Believe in the school community. 
 
The value for w/c 22nd March 2021 is teamwork  
 
We have worked as a team to make a compass on the field, so that we could use 
a wind sock to find out which way the wind was blowing for our science lesson. 
Palm class. 
 
Rebecca, Kirsty and Anna needed to be using great teamwork skills to produce 
this picture.      
Elm class played their first ever High 5's netball match with positions this week so all 
had to work as part of a team. They did an amazing job.  Mrs Hewitt 
 
Naomi and James worked as a great team to complete a wordsearch together.  
Jake: Having a team leader in the team really helps the team to work better.  Mrs Didlick 

Kindness Award – Kaschan for helping another student with their maths work and 
showing patience 
Star of the Week – James B for focus in assessments and excellent behaviour  
Star of the Week – Naomi for working hard in every task all week 
Star of the Week – Kieran for settling back to school so well! He is working hard and 
has even gone out to play for the first time ever! 
Star of the Week – Kaleem for coming back to school so well and making an 
amazing effort with his handwriting 
Star of the Week – Jeffrey for working so hard in English and trying hard with his 
writing 

Primary Celebrations 

Food Tech Challenge 

Mrs Porter has set you a challenge. 
To make cup cakes with a  red nose day theme. 
Please send in your photographs either through Evidence Me or email Mrs Porter at 
sarah.porter@biltt.org 
The winner will win a prize and a Star Baker postcard home.  Good Luck  

Other Information 
Easter BASH Activities 

Easter Holidays Activities that are open to ages 
5+ to Children in Care, Care Leavers, children 

and young people on a Child Protection or 
Child in Need Plan, children and young people 
supported by our Adoption Team and Kids who 

Share (the birth children of foster carers).  
For further information visit our website 

www.grange.beds.sch.uk, News, Letters, Spring 
2020/2021, Support 


