
Welcome back to the second half of the Spring term.  We are looking forward to seeing all pupils back to school 
on the 8th March 2021.  Grange pupils at school and at home have been communicating with each other through 

their online sessions.  This week pupils have been enjoying the mild weather whilst getting some exercise. Our 
year 11s have been thinking about their future once they leave Grange. 

 

26th February 2021 

Cedar and Sycamore News 

Caedamore have been learning lots of new skills in their work related 
learning, we are starting to think about our futures. 
Jessica (at home): In work-related learning we did part of a CV that 
will help us with our jobs when we get older. A CV helps because the 
interviewer can see what skills you have learnt and what marks you 
got for your GCSEs. 
April: I think we have been looking at this because some of us are 
soon going to be looking for jobs. 
Lex: I think it will help us understand how to apply for a job. 
James: This week we wrote application letters—this is important for our future so we are ready 
to get a job. 

Ben: We also researched apprenticeships. We found out what qualifications we could 
get and how much we could earn. I would rather go to college, although you don’t 
earn money you would learn a lot to help get a job after. 
Tommy: I learnt how to fill in college application forms properly. I have now been 
offered a college interview so I am looking forward to the lesson on interviews! 
Jaiden: I want to go to college to be either a fitness instructor or a car mechanic. I have 
a college prospectus at home; it tells me what qualifications I can gain. It is good 
because it tells you what the course is like. 
Demaris: I like work-related learning because it gives me more ideas about my future. I 
have started to find out about all of the different colleges I could go to after Grange. I 
would maybe like to be a bricklayer. 
RJ: I would like to do a job that is sporty. I found a college course at Bedford College. I like to learn. 

Pine class have had a busy week this week using their observation 
skills in many different ways. 
Ewan: Our Camponotus Nicobarensis ants are on the move this 
week and the queen has moved into her nest. She is now ready to 
start building her colony and have more baby ants. I have learnt 
that when ants put their heads together they are communicating 
with each other. 
Gabriel: In our art lesson this week we were learning how to do life 
drawings. Mr Gray dressed up as a Greek God. I found it hard 
drawing a real person because I like drawing cartoon images. I 
think I need to practice drawing real people because I will get 
better. 
Jamie: I came back to school this week and I was very excited 
because I was getting bored at home. It was nice to see my friends 

and to see what they have been learning at school. I have observed birds going on the bird feeders that my 
friends have made in their topic lesson and I would like to make one now. 

Daniela: I drew Mr Gray in my art lesson this week. He was dressed 
up as a Greek God and it was hard drawing a real person. Mr Gray 
tried to keep still but it was hurting his back he got pins and needles 
in his feet. Drawing the face and body was hard but after my third 
attempt I got much better. 
Ashlee: This week when I was observing my bug hotel I found a 
woodlouse and a small minibeast that was jumping everywhere. I 
have changed the area where I normally keep it because I want to 
see if a spider will enter my hotel. It is very important to look after 
our minibeasts because they help our environment by collecting 
pollen from flowers and we can grow food. 

Pine Class News 

Pine Class loved seeing the bluetit hanging on the feeder 



Ash Class News 

In RSE we have been looking at emotions. 
Today we looked at the story The colour 
monster. The colour monster is all mixed up 
so he puts each colour/emotion in a jar to 
look at. We tried this too.  
Olivia: Red 
Carter: I want the yellow jar.  
Aneyk: Green. Calm.  
Hamza: Monster happy. Yellow.  
Lucy: The colour monster puts colours in jars. The girl helped him. 
Now he feels loved.   

Walnut class made some scrummy cakes in Food Tech this week, they 
also started learning a new sport in P.E. 
Mya: We made chocolate cupcakes in Food 
tech, I did it really carefully and put a piece 
of chocolate in the middle to make it 
creamy – THEN I burnt them! 
Kyle: We played tennis this week, I like it. I 
enjoy matches - I’m good at hitting the ball. I 
need to practice controlling the ball a bit 
more. 
Oskar: We made cupcakes, mine burnt a bit. 
I left mine in too long. They were soft though. 
Jasmine: We played tennis with a partner, I 
was with Sanah. I need to practice hitting the 
ball back to someone when they have hit to 

me. It’s called a serve. 
Amy: My cakes weren’t burnt. I checked on them regularly. They tasted very 
chocolatey. We used dark chocolate - it’s healthier for you.  
Sanah: I liked my chocolate cakes. They tasted bitter though because we used dark 
chocolate. We used icing sugar and water for the icing, I poured it all over my cakes. 
Quintin: Has been helping out with cooking at home, he is becoming a pasta chef! 
   

Walnut Class News 

Beech News 

This week in PE we have started to learn about skills and tactics in Football.  
Our first drill was dribbling.  The pupils have also thought about their 
favourite teams and players. 
Oumar:  In PE I learnt how to dribble the ball using the laces part of my 
trainers.  I enjoyed playing football with my friends.  My favourite players 
are Marcus Rashford and Bruno Fernandez.  My favourite teams are 
Manchester United and Aston Villa.  When I am older I would like to 
become a professional football. 
Kade:  I dribbled the ball using the laces part of my foot.  I kept my head 
up to see where I was going with the ball. 
Grigoriy:  In PE we were playing football.  I learnt how to dribble the ball.  
My favourite team is the red team.  To dribble the ball properly you need 
to keep the ball near the laces part 

of your shoe. 
Tamsin:   In PE we played football.  Some of us put blue bibs on and some of 
us didn’t.  The people wearing blue bibs were ‘ghosts’ and had to try and 
stop the players with the ball.  I learnt that you dribble the ball with the top 
of your shoe where the laces are. 
Allan:   In PE we have learnt how to dribble the ball and it was lots of fun.  I 
enjoyed playing football with my friends.  I now know how to use the laces 
part of my trainers to dribble the ball.  I don’t have a favourite team or 
player – I think they are all good. 
Logan:   In PE we learnt about dribbling.  During football training I learnt I 
had no shoelaces – only Velcro.  I used that part of my foot to dribble the 
ball.  I enjoyed being a ‘ghost’ and tackling people kicking the ball.  My 
favourite ‘player’ is the ball because without him there would be no game!! 

Sarah Poll 2020 Sport and Physical Activity Hero Winner 
Sarah Poll, our very own Forest School teacher, who completed a 16 hour swim 
across the English Channel in July last year with rain, wind and ‘lumpy’ 
conditions,  
has been awarded 2020 Sport and Physical Activity Heroes award by Bedford 
Borough.  Sarah is also officially the world’s 10th best ice water swimmer.  
Congratulations Sarah on such great achievements – you are very inspirational 
and we are all very proud of you and grateful for all the wonderful work you are 
doing at Grange. 

Staff News 



Palm Class News 

In Palm class we have welcomed back two 
of our friends, Daniel and Alex it is great to 
have them back at school and the pupils 
have been catching up on what they have 
been getting up to during lockdown. 
Palm class have also welcomed a new 
member to their class and that is Malachi, 
we have got to know things about him 
during the week. 
In Art we have been learning about an artist 
called Andy Goldsworthy, we have found 
out that he makes all his art pieces out of 
natural, using Organic or Geometric forms. 
Palm class are now trying to replicate some 

of the designs that Andy created, hopefully in a few weeks the whole school will be able to see one of our 
creations. 
Katie:  We are painting pebbles we have found to form a rainbow around a tree. 
Tino:  Me Katie and Alex are making a rainbow using pebbles. 
Bradley:  Andy uses things he finds in nature and displays them outside. 
Parvir: I am creating a swirl pattern using small stones, like Andy Goldsworthy has done. 
Karenveer:  He uses bright colours to form a pattern, we saw a circle pattern he had created out of ice. 
Daniel: The work is not there forever so Andy takes pictures to remember. 

This week we are celebrating a belated pancake week. Oak class 
have designed their pancakes and together we did some online 
shopping to find ingredients. We used our maths skills compare price, 
weight and size. We used communication boards to help with our 
sentences and spelling too.  
Aishah: Yum! Because at Thursday pancake day. At Friday we lick with 
ice creams with pancakes. Strawberries, chocolate and many more. 
Amelia: I’m going to have a gluten pancake. I will have strawberries 
and ice cream; it will be so yummy. 
Dejon: Chocolate on pancake. Tasty and excited. 
Jeffrey: I like chocolate and sugar on my pancakes. 
Noah: I want sugar and chocolate on my pancake. So yummy. 
Ryan: I want pancake with egg, flour, milk and chocolate. I want tasty 
Toby: Make pancake with egg, flour, milk. I want chocolate please. 
During creative time, Oak Class tie-dyed their new tepee. We love 

using it in our reading corner. 

Oak Class News 

Parent comment: 
“What a lovely cosy space! I can see why Amelia is so excited to come to school each day.  
Thank you for providing such an awesome space for her and her friends to learn.”  

Acer Class News 

In English, Acer Class have been learning how to write a letter. We have labelled parts of a letter, written a letter 
to a friend or family member and written a letter from a Hal.  
Oliver: In a letter I need to write dear, a message and say goodbye. I wrote a letter to my Mum. I told her what I 
have been learning at school.  
Josh: A letter needs an envelope. I write a message and an address.  

Harry:  
Lolu: Letter to Daddy. Write letter to Santa at Christmas. 
Allen: You write a letter to a person and tell them your message. I pretended to write as Hal to NASA about his trip 
into space. 
Max: I wrote to Josh S. I told him about the level crossing and the fast train I saw.   
 

 



Primary News 

We had a lovely start to the term with our Primary Zoom 
Assembly; it was lovely to see all the classes and our 
remote learners all together! We learnt about Pancake 
Day around the world, which gave us some inspiration for 
the Grange Pancake Challenge. Then we shared our 
celebration certificates: 
 
School Learner of the Week: Chibunna for always trying 
his best. He’s also become much more reflective on his 
own work.  
Home/School Learner of the Week: Ollie and Kieran got a 
joint award because they showed amazing teamwork 
and lovely playing together over zoom. They had played 
half an hour of Uno and showed wonderful turn taking 

and had a lot of fun.  
Phonics Home Learner Award: Harry because he sent in some wonderful work via Evidence Me and Miss Poulter 
was blown away by it! 
Phonics School Learner Award: Adam as he tries hard and works well every session. 
Oak School Star of the Week: (and we got a good drum roll for this) Toby. He is being kind friend and improving at 
managing his emotions. Oak Home Learning Star of the Week: (another giant drumroll please) Alfie! He’s been 
making a big effort at home with learning tasks. We were all really proud to hear this. Jake typed a message 
saying “well done!” 
School Learner of the Week: Jordan got a certificate for working so hard in maths. He completed some time 
challenges independently. 
School Learner of the Week: Ruby got the English award because she completed some independent writing. She 
even added adjectives on her own without an adult asking her to! 
School Learner of the Week: Robin got the Reading award because he’s been doing his probes and reading at 
home and sending videos to show his amazing progress! Well done. 
Home Learner of the Week: Robert got the remote learning award because he’s always wanting to show what 
he’s done and has great enthusiasm to join in with everything. 
Home Learning Arts and Crafts Award -  Naomi for her amazing candle making!  
Home Learning eLearning Award -  Ashantey for completing some Purple Mash Tasks 
Home Learning English Award -  Harry for some wonderful poetry work (comprehension, interpretation and then 
creating his own) 
Home Learning Spelling Award -  Jake for consistently getting 100% in his spelling tests, showing lots of resilience 
and effort with new tricky words. 
Home Learning Staying Active Award -  Kaschan for playing football outside with his brothers, showing lots of 
patience. 
Home Learning Cooking Award -  Lucas for creating a 2 course meal, practising his important life skills like 
chopping and using heat safely. It looked delicious! 
 
Miss Breare has been impressed with the range of skills and learning happening at home and school this week. 
Both remote learners and school learners were set the Pancake Challenge and you can see some of the results 
below! 
Harry has been working hard on his reading skills and uploaded 7(!) videos of himself reading his new book The 
Demon Dentist by David Walliams. He reads with fluency and expression and Miss B said she could listen to the 
whole audiobook if Harry was reading it! The book lead to an interesting discussion in our Zoom Call about who 
likes the dentist (most of the boys didn’t but the girls did!).  
Jake has been making us giggle during Zoom Calls with his various props and toys. He showed us the hilarious noise 
this rubber chicken here makes! 
Lucas has taken on the Grange Pancake Challenge and made some delicious looking treats. We were very proud 
of his independence! 
Naomi has also taken on the Grange Pancake Challenge and made some tasty Pancakes. She added our 
favourite thing: Nutella! Nanny also sent pictures of Naomi washing up; such a key life skill too. 

 



This week Hazel class 
really enjoyed cooking 
very chocolatey 
chocolate cupcakes.  
They measured their 
ingredients by using 
their maths skills. They 
overcame problems 
with the ingredients 
using their problem 

solving skills too.  This week we also explored different 
sources of energy in science. We built wind turbines and 
learned about the different types of energy transfers. 
Abiah: I enjoyed baking cupcakes this week because, it 
was fun and a little confusing to do as we had to try 
grating the chocolate but it wouldn’t work. Instead we 
problem solved and melted the chocolate which was 
much easier. 
Kieran: I am very pleased I have completed my silver 
literacy workshop book at home this week 
Bella: This week we made chocolate cupcakes and it 
was enjoyable to make. I cannot wait till I get home to 
taste my cupcakes. I think they will be tasty. 
Rebecca: My favourite lesson this week was cooking 
because we were baking chocolate cupcakes and a 
mini cake. I was baking my cupcakes to give to my 
dad.  Cooking this week was really fun and exciting. 
Ethan: I liked when we made cupcakes this week. When 
I was measuring out my ingredients to make my 
cupcakes, I had to use maths skills to do this. 
Taylon: I enjoyed doing cooking this week because we 

had to use the 
electric whisk to mix 
the mixture together. 
We made chocolate 
cupcakes. 
Anna: I enjoyed 
science this week as 
I built a wind turbine. 
I enjoyed doing 
cooking this week as 
well. I made some 
chocolate cupcakes. Also this week I decided to 
change my instrument that I play in music as I wanted 
to try something new.  I now play the violin instead of 
drumming. 
Dawid:  I enjoyed doing cooking this week because we 
made chocolate cupcakes.  We had to use skills like 
measuring and mixing to make the cupcakes. 
Callum: I enjoyed doing cooking this week because it 
was fun. We worked well as a team in our cooking 
lesson. We had to measure and mix all the ingredients 
together. 
Kirsty: I enjoyed doing science this week because I was 
able to explore an energy source called solar energy. I 
also enjoyed building a wind turbine. At first we did not 
get enough wind power to produce electricity, but it 
was fun as we got it to work in the end. I also enjoyed 
doing art this week because I created an amazing Pop 
Art picture.  I have also made a lot of progress this week 
in drumming.  

Hazel News 

This week in willow class we have been learning about collecting data 
in the form of a tally chart. We have practiced as a class and then 
thought of our own questions to ask our friends. We have had lots of fun 
finding out new information about our friends and teachers.  
 
Robin: I wanted to find out everyone’s video game. They help you to 
write down the answers and it is quick. 
Tristan: A tally chart tells you how many. You cross off the fifth tally, they 
are groups of 5. 
Kaiden:  I wanted to find out Willows favourite movies. More people 
liked Harry Potter. 
Courtney: A tally chart tells uses lines. You count them to find the answer. 
Ruby: We found out our favourite sport, mine was football. 

Hannah: We say “what is your favourite thing?” You have to put your hand up or answer the question so I can put 
a tally. 
Jordan: I made a tally chart with Miss Jones. 
Kajetan: I have to cross the 5. (Kajetan found this difficult at first but he has worked really hard to remember this 
fact!) 

Willow News 

This week we 
have been 
learning about 
First Aid in topic 
lessons to link 
with our theme 
of medicine. The 
class did role 
plays of different 
first aid situations 

to learn about what they should do. In math's the class 
have been focusing on problem solving and have been 
able to practically apply using tally charts by finding out 
the favourite toppings of students in school and at home 
via Team's meeting. In topic with Mrs. Horner the class 
learnt how to, then enjoyed making pancakes. Netball 
this week has focused on movement skills and footwork. 
Mrs. Didlick was proud with all of the class when they 
managed to get the difficult skill of footwork correct 
even when catching the netball. We also had our first 
dance lesson this week with Miss Williams. Ollie surprised 
all of us this week and made Mrs. Didlick frightened in 
show and tell with the shed skin of his 4-foot pet snake! 
Review of our first aid role plays. 
 
Baron, Tyrese and Keith: We learnt that we need to 

make the person feel better. We now know how to help 
someone in a first aid emergency. We enjoyed role play. 
Tyrese liked using our phone to call the ambulance in 
the role play. 
Saira, Alex and Ben: I thought it was funny when Alex 
screamed pretending to be injured. I learnt that listening 
carefully is important in an emergency. I liked being the 
hero and helping the patient. I was bossy to the patient. 
Adam, Skye and Ollie: We learnt how to help someone 
if they are injured. I learnt to slap someone on the back 
5 times if they are choking. Everyone was interested in 
the snakeskin and asked me lots of questions. 
Kyle, Chibunna and Kaschan: It was nice to save the 
person. I learnt that you might have to bandage 
people. If you have broken a bone you have to call 999. 
I learnt how to make people better. I liked being able to 
use the 
information 
we were 
given to 
help me. I 
did well with 
my first aid 
leaflet.
(Chibunna) 
 

Elm and Maple News 



Sign of the Week 

Grange Values 

At Grange Academy all staff and pupils celebrate the main  
Grange Values of Belong, Believe and Achieve. Each 
fortnight the whole school will focus on one of the values 
under these headings. This term we will be exploring all of the 
values that help us to feel that we Believe in the school 
community. 

The value for w/c 1st March 2021 is Optimism 

I am optimistic about the year 11 students transitioning to 
college. They have been working so hard and have been 
thinking about what they want to do when they leave 
Grange. I think that they have developed their 
independence skills and will do well in whatever courses they 
have chosen to take. Mrs Morris 

Yesterday when we were outside, Ben (Acer Class) picked 2 
daisies, he said “Look Miss Atkinson, daisies, that means spring 
is coming and it will be our turn to do Forest school again.  
Mrs Atkinson 
In a Let’s Talk session with Demaris, he spoke openly about 
how he is feeling much better about his life and how talking 
has helped him to see things in different ways. Mrs Blair 

 

 

Grange Academy have introduced a British Sign Language sign of the week.  Please 
practice this with your children. 

You will find this information on our website  www.grange.beds.sch.uk 
You will find this information on the school website. Each week there will be a new link 

for the sign and a image and video on who to sign it. 
The sign for week w/c 1st March 2021:   Year 

https://bslsignbank.ucl.ac.uk/dictionary/words/year-3.html  
Instructions:  Form the letter ‘y’ and brush right index down slightly. 

UNICEF: Rights Respecting Schools 
Gold School 

Article of the Week 

Please talk to your children about 
the articles each week. 

Article 26 
You have the right to help from the 

government if you are poor or in need. 

Each week a pupil at Grange 
Academy will give us their thoughts and 
comments on the Article of the Week. 

Chibunna (Melm) 
During Covid the government are 

delivering food because some people 
can’t get out to the shops. 

Food Tech Challenge  

Food Tech Challenge this week is to 
make an apple crumble.  Follow the 

video on the website.  
www.grange.beds.sch.uk, Remote 

Learning, Learning Links, Videos. 
Look out for some familiar faces.  Stay 

Safe!! 

Grange Diary Dates 

Easter Holidays 29th March—9th April 2021 
Staff Training Day—Monday 12th April 2021 

OTHER NOTICES 

 

 
 
 

 
 

SHOES FOR SCHOOLS 
We have been given over 250 pairs of good quality USED shoes, trainers, 
football boots and wellies by the generous pupils and parents at Bedford 

Modern School to be recycled and reused by us at  
Grange Academy. This is especially important when so many shops are 

closed and it’s hard to get new shoes and trainers! 
Please contact the school office if you are interested in any of the shoes. 

 

You may have noticed that  Grange has a fantastic new website! We have spent ages making it more 
sophisticated and  user friendly and you are now able to see it on your mobiles and tablets.  A huge thank you to 
all involved especially Mrs B. and David A. who worked tirelessly to get it up and running! We welcome parents 

feedback on it – please drop us a line or let your child’s teacher know what you think! Miss Assink  


