6th November 2020
Welcome back to the start of the second half of the autumn term. The nights are drawing in and the days are
getting colder but we hope that you enjoy reading about our pupils’ exciting curriculum news as well as other
activities that benefit their health and wellbeing.

Acer Class
This week Acer Class started Forest School. We were all very
excited to get outside for the afternoon. We played hide and
seek, made shelters, played in the mud kitchen and went on a
treasure hunt.
Max: I really liked going on a treasure hunt. I found leaves, an
acorn and lots of snail shells. I built a shelter. Next time I will try
to listen to the teacher more.
Oliver: I played in the mud and blew bubbles. I blew bubbles
with my hands. I really liked playing hide and seek. The
teacher said ‘1,2,3 where are you?’ I said ‘1,2,3 we’re here’. I
will try harder to play hide and seek.
Allen: We learnt not to go in the fire pit to keep us safe. We
blew bubbles and they flew into the sky. I really liked going on a treasure hunt looking for
flowers. I found grapes and a blue thing on the ground. I want to drink some hot chocolate next week. I would like
to learn to light a fire safely.
Josh: I collected a leaf. I was sitting on the log seat. I want hot chocolate next week.
Lolu: I played in the mud and blew the bubbles. I liked the treasure hunt and mud kitchen. I played hide and
seek. I hid in the shed. I want to drink some hot chocolate next week.
Marcus: I was playing with tree branches. There was a branch that looked like a hand. I really liked running
towards Allen when we played hide and seek. I want to try some hot chocolate as I have never tried it before. I
will listen and tell everyone what a log seat is.
Ben: I liked playing in the mud kitchen. I had mucky hands. I made a den using branches and leaves. I want to
get better at chopping down trees.
Harry:
Willow Class

Cedar Class
This week in ICT
Cedar have been
working as a team.
They have been
building their
programming skills
with the help of a
robot.
Skye: We made a
coding map
together. It was for
the Beep Bot so it
could go around the
room.
Kelsey: We had to find a route and then program the Bot to
go where we wanted it to.
Chiara: It was hard because you had to control exactly
where you wanted it to go.
RJ: I thought it was good it was the best thing to do! I loved
that we got to control the Beep Bot. I was confident
because I knew how to do it.
Lex: I enjoyed doing it because I find coding fun. You have
to plan it carefully
and be quite logical.
April: It was fun
making the map, it
was nerve wrecking
waiting to see if we
had got it right.
Josiah: I made a
mistake and it hit the
cabinet, so I had to
reprogram it, then it
worked.

In Willow we have made our own Tudor houses.
Just like the ones in the GFOL. We made a junk
model and then watched some burn. This week
we looked at how they were built and what
materials they were made from. We all made a
floor plan of our building.
Robert: The Tudor houses are white and brown.
Kaiden: I love my Tudor house I made one out of
boxes and I made a model of Samuel Pepys. He
lives in my house.
Hannah: They are smaller than my house. I used
cardboard boxes to make it.
Courtney: The house would be made of wood in
real life. It would burn quickly. Our cardboard
houses burned really quickly.
Ruby: I did not want to burn mine but I watched
the other people. I have made a plan of a Tudor
house and I know what they are made of.
Jordan: My Tudor house is fun.
Max: My house was like the one in Vlad. I like the
big box
and small
box one.
Robin: My
Tudor
house was
good. I
love it and
I think they
burn fast.
Kajetan: I
watched
them burn.
Kaleem: I
copied my
house like
the
picture.

Ash Class
Ash class have been observing the changes in the trees
now it is autumn. We have been outside to see what is
different and have helped keep the school grounds tidy
by collecting the leaves that have gathered on the floor.
Aneyk: I can see Aneyk. The leaves.
Alex: Outside tree.
Carter: I want outside. I see leaves
Olivia:
Hamza: I see brown leaves.
Lucy: Lucy picking up the leaves

Beech News
Beech class are
enjoying their Design
Technology lessons
every Wednesday
and their horticulture
lessons every Friday.
Since the beginning
of term, they have
been looking
designing a kitchen
garden in DT.
Logan: We have
been learning about
gardening in
horticulture,
cleaning up the
leaves and digging holes. I have enjoyed using the
tools and the wheelbarrow.
Oumar: In horticulture, we have cleaned the
playground and learnt to use new machinery like the
loppers. In DT, we have made a kitchen garden to
grow some cabbage and cucumber.
Kailey: We have been doing horticulture. In
horticulture, we have been using tools to make piles
of leaves. We have been digging up stuff like little
trees and we made leaf piles.
Tamsin: I enjoy DT because we have been learning
about a kitchen garden and I do planting and
digging. I enjoy horticulture because I do amazing
planting. I used the equipment and I use the right
tools.
Chloe: I like DT because I like making Halloween and
Diwali things with my best friend. I like horticulture to
learn about food and where it comes from. What is
fun is cleaning the school grounds.
Kade: In horticulture, I like digging because I like hard
work. I like stealing other people’s leaf piles!
Allan: I love horticulture because we get to do fun
things which is amazing. My favourite thing in
horticulture is collecting leaves and using the loppers.
DT is fun because we get to use things that are
interesting to use.
John: In horticulture, I like trimming the bushes with
the machine. I liked pruning the bushes. In DT, we are
designing a kitchen garden. I have been a good
leader when working
outside. I enjoyed
painting the tyres to
make planters.
Grigoriy: In DT, we
are making a kitchen
garden so we can
grow things to cook. I
enjoy this because
we get to make
things.
Sohaib: I enjoyed it
when the boys and I
build the big
hexagon in DT. We
are making a kitchen
garden for the school
kitchen.

Maple News
We have had a busy
week back in
Maple. We had our
first Forest School
session this week.
We loved it! We
went on a
scavenger hunt,
made a fire, made
knots and shelters
and drank hot
chocolate. In English
we have been
continuing to look at
diaries, verbs and adjectives. In maths, we have been
looking at addition and subtraction using part-whole
models, bar models and tens frames
Saira: We went to Forest School. We did different types
of things. We split into different groups. My favourite was
the fire sparks because it was really fun and I thought I
couldn’t do it but I did because I tried my best.
Kieran: I liked doing the fire bit because I like fire. We
had to use flint and steel – it only took me a few tries!
There was a rainbow because there was sun and rain.
Chibunna: A diary needs to have time words, past tense
and feelings in it too. When you write a diary you are
supposed to write it for yourself – so you use I or my.
Skye: I liked the treasure hunt. I found a lots of leaves
brown leaves and red leaves and a snail shell.
Cody: We were looking for all the stuff. I was looking for
some treasure like some money.
Keith: At Forest School we made shelter and also we
went looking for stuff. And I did the fire. The best part is
the hot chocolate because it tastes like chocolate. We
used a Kelly kettle to boil the water.
Alex: I liked making the fire because it was easy. We put
sparks onto cotton wool.
Ollie: I liked using the flint and steel because I learnt how
to make a fire and that’s what I wanted to do at Forest
School
Adam: We used part-whole to add numbers and write
number sentences.
Jerome: We were finding some bugs and we were trying
to find flowers and a feather and a shell. We were trying
to find a smelly thing. I liked the hot chocolate it was the
best.

Walnut Class
Walnut have been discussing the new lockdown and how they feel about it, they had lots of different views.
Amy: I think it’s silly!
Mya: It’s a horrible thing because there’s no point.
Jasmine: It is not a good idea because people might need new clothes and shoes.
Mayson: I think they should shut the schools because it can still go round schools among children.
Oskar: They shouldn’t shut the shops that sell food
like takeaways.
Quintin: The lockdown is a good idea because it
will stop lots of people going in the town.
Kyle: I don’t like lockdown because I can’t see
people after school and play out. I’m glad the
schools are staying open this time though.
Alexis: I wish schools would shut too so I could stay
at home. I don’t think the lockdown will stop
people getting sick with Corona.

Sycamore Class
This week Sycamore have been learning about
Remembrance Day. We made poppies to go onto a
wreath to show how we feel and what we have learnt.
Tia: The poppy is to remember the soldiers. My dad was
in the army, I saw his uniform one time at home. The 2
minute silence is to remember and respect the soldiers in
the war.
Jessica: The poppy is a way of remembering the soldiers
who died in the war, we have a 2 minute silence to
remember the soldiers. Remembrance Day is on the 11th
November, the silence is at 11 o’ clock.
Armaan: During the war when all the weapons fell onto
the soil, the poppies grew, they are now used as a
symbol to remember the wars. We have remembrance
day to respect the people who fought for us.
James: We have poppies to pay respect for the fallen
soldiers. We have a 2 minute silence to have time to
remember.
Darren-Lee: The poppies are to make us remember the
ones who died in the
war. They fought for the
freedom of others.
Tommy: We’ve been
thinking about the
poppy, this is a symbol of
remembrance.
Remembrance Day is on
the11th November when
there will be a 2 minute
silence.

Elm News
This week we have been
looking at Bonfire Night as
a theme in our English
lessons. In Creative
Curriculum we have
written poems about The
Great Fire of London to go
with our leaf paintings.
Jake: We have made
firework sounds this week
like bang, whoosh, crackle
and learnt how to spell
them. I am having a
bonfire night with my
cousins. We are having a firework display and
hotdogs.
Ashantey: I would like to see a firework display this
year but I have only seen one in London. They were
really big and loud. The fireworks made me happy.
They were gold, green and pink.
Harry: I created an amazing poem which I shared on
the ‘share chair’. I can’t go to a firework display this
year because of lockdown.
James: We are going to have a firework display at
home. It will be good because the fireworks are noisy,
bang, whee, zoom.
Lucas: I wrote a poem about the Great Fire of
London. I thought about Samuel Pepys diary. I found
out about how many houses burned down in my
Flaming Facts work using the laptop.
Naomi: I found lots of pictures of the Great Fire of
London using the laptop. I enjoyed English looking at
bonfire night. Fireworks sound really loud.
Baron: In the Great Fire of London I found out using
the laptop that Samuel Pepys was 33 years old at the
time of the fire. 87 churches burnt down in the City of
London. The fire was hot enough to melt stone!
Kaschan: I was able to log on to the laptop with help
from my teacher. Using the laptops was fun. It was
nice to be able to look up things myself instead of
asking the teacher.
Ben: At Forest School I enjoyed making waffles
sandwiches. The chocolate chips are tasty.
Kyle: Its been a good week. I liked cooking
marshmallows in the fire at Forest School.

Palm class this week have been talking and discussing
the news that Prime minister Boris Johnson has called
the country into a 4 week lockdown.
They have been discussing what it means for them and the things that they could do but now can’t. They also
have new rules to follow at school and are wearing their masks in lessons and when moving around the school.
They have made it clear that we must all follow the governments rules or lockdown may continue until after
Christmas.
Daniel: I need to get a mask, I left it at home.
Parvir: Boris Johnson has called a new lockdown, no touching other people, no standing next to someone - we
must keep our distance.
Tino: I like to play with people at lunchtime but I must not touch anyone because of coronavirus.
Bradley: I think it will be tough getting through another lockdown.
Alex: I need to wash my hands for 20 seconds and make sure that I have a mask with me.

Palm Class

Oak Class
This week, Oak started a new
topic in Maths – measurement! We
are learning how to use language
that describes size, focusing on
length and height. We have had
lots of fun experimenting with
nonstandard units of measure. It
was very funny when we
measured our teachers in blocks
to see who was the tallest! We also
moved our classroom around and
took the length and height of our
new shelf unit. Take a look at all
our hard work:
Ryan: Wow it could be such a tall
one! Measuring with like numbers
and building in the number box.
Alfie: So basically length is like when it is going that way
(gestures horizontal) and height is like going up, like how
tall you are! It’s so funny when Miss Sheehan takes her
shoes off, because she is actually quite small. We
measured her, Miss Frith and Ms Clingan with blocks.

Ashmit: [I can grow] big like mummy!
Amelia: My tower was 9 blocks tall.
Aishah: It’s only a 1 tall with the paper clip and Lego.
Steven: I think things can be tall, kind of like the teen
titans go tower. That’s tall.
Ibrahim: We have been using things to measure other
things. It doesn’t always come out the same though. We
are all different heights in Oak class.
Noah: We stacked the shapes
to make them tall. It’s called
height.
Jacob: Some things can be
long and some things can be
tall. I like making tall things.
Jeffrey: I think that in Oak I am
the tallest. It’s called height
when it is ‘up’.
Toby: [the shelf was] big! And
tall.

Hazel News
In Hazel this week, during our form ‘Target Maths’ time, we have been
using our mathematical skills to help us play different board games. We
have had to count, work out tactics and pay careful attention to our
opponents moves! Some of us have been learning how to play new
games, for example, Chess, Draughts and Bingo. There were games that
we didn’t enjoy, ones that we need to complete and others that we
have to use a lot of concentration on!
Abiah I played ‘Chess’ with Callum. I really enjoyed the game it was fun
and I won! After we learnt how to play ‘Draughts’
Bella: I played the ‘Honey Bee Tree’ game. To win I had to get the least
bees. I had a lot and Anna had the least so she won the game. After
we played ‘Snakes and Ladders’, to play the game we had shake the
dice and count the steps that we were able to move.
Rebecca: I played ‘Bingo’ with Kirsty during Target Maths. I really enjoyed it because it was really fun. To play
Bingo we had to match numbers on our Bingo board with the numbers called.
Ethan: I liked when I played ‘Dominos’ with Dawid because I am good at the game. The second game we played
was ‘Space Race’ – I didn’t enjoy this game as much because it was quite a long game and we didn’t get to finish
it.
Anna Bella and I played two games ‘Honey Bee Tree’ and ‘Snakes and Ladders’. For Snakes and Ladders we used
our counting skills. I really enjoyed playing with Bella – we went down the snakes and up the ladders which made
us laugh a lot. I lost but I didn’t really mind
Dawid: I played ‘Dominos’ with Ethan and I didn’t enjoy it. There are dots on the tiles that you have to match
together. Ethan won the game.
Callum: I played ‘Chess’ and ‘Draughts’ with Abiah. It was fun and I enjoyed learning how to play ‘Draughts’. This
week I also enjoyed Science because we are learning about plants and we had to do a fun experiment. I really
like learning new things!
Kirsty: During Target Maths I got to play ‘Bingo’ with Rebecca. We didn’t get to finish the game – Rebecca got
eleven numbers and I only got 1! I’d like to carry on our game to see who wins!

Pine Class
Pine class have been studying earthquakes and volcanoes this week in their
topic lessons.
Ewan: Tectonic plates are moving all over the earth and when they hit or
bump each other they cause an earthquake. If there is an earthquake under
the ocean it can cause a tsunami. The tallest volcano in the solar system is on
Mars.
Daniela: When I watched the video on a volcano erupting I could hear
bubbles of lava and I could see lots of water vapour.
Jamie: Tectonic plates are all over the earth and they look like a jigsaw puzzle.
When a volcano erupts lava comes out of the top and because of the
temperature it is bright red and when it
cools down and gets cold it turns black

and hard.
Isaiah: When I watched the video on earthquakes I could see buildings falling
down and the earthquake ripping open the earth.
Ashlee: When a volcano is erupting I can hear gurgling, bubbling, and
banging. Lava pours from the top and there is lots of smoke.
Gabriel: An earthquake happens when tectonic plates hit each other and
bump and slide and they shake things.
Irfanul: There is a lot of energy around when there are earthquakes and
volcanoes erupting.

UPCOMING EVENTS

RE/Science/Art and DT—Off Timetable Day
Monday 9th November RE/Science/Art/D.T. off-timetable and Non-school Uniform
Day (Wear bright colours)
As part of our statutory R.E. curriculum we are looking forward to an exciting offtimetable day on Monday 9th November themed around the Hindu festival Diwali.
Students will learn about the traditional mythological
story of the Ramayana through a dance workshop led
by a professional company.
Hindu traditions for the festival and Diwali themed foods
will be provided in the dining hall for students to try. In
Science we will be looking at colour and light and in art
students will be making Diya’s (clay lamps) and Rangoli
which are traditional Indian patterns made with dried
coloured rice. Some students will be able to make
traditional sweet treats in Food Tech.

The staff at Grange hope that this will be a fun, educational and memorable day for all of our students.

Children In Need
Grange Academy will be recognising and celebrating Children in Need 2020 on
Friday 13th November 2020. It will be a mufti day and if you are able to donate £1
to a worthy cause it would be much appreciated. This year’s them is ’Come as
you are’ to encourage students to believe in themselves during this challenging
time. Please take the time to talk to your child about their aspirations.

Grange Values
At Grange Academy all staff and pupils celebrate the main
values of Belong, Believe and Achieve. Each fortnight the whole
school will focus on one of the values under these headings. This
term we will be exploring all of the values that help us to feel that
we Believe in the school community.
The value for w/c 9th November 2020 is Tolerance
Jake (Elm): Being patient and kind with Kyle when he is taking
time to get his things!
Harry (Elm): For showing patience when the boys were
“bickering” which meant we were late to lunch.
Daniela (Pine): For kindness when supporting Jamie with spelling
words in DT and also for teamwork when working with and
supporting Ashlee in maths, showing her how to calculate
measurement.
Ashlee (Pine): For kindness when spending her lunch break
supporting Irfanul in choosing different activities on the
playground.
Tia (Sycamore): Showed fabulous tolerance and empathy when
her let’s talk session was interrupted by another student who
needed to see me urgently. Tia gracefully stepped aside to let
them have her slot.
Jaiden (Sycamore): Finding some of the work tricky at times but
continues to try his best.

Sign of the Week
Grange Academy have introduced a British Sign Language sign of the week. Please
practice this with your children.
You will find this information on our website www.grange.beds.sch.uk
You will find this information on the school website. Each week there will be a new link for
the sign and a image and video on who to sign it.
The sign for week w/c 9th November 2020 is: Dinner
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/lunch
Instructions: Bunched fingers and thumb of primary hand tap mouth twice.

ICT STARS

UNICEF: Rights Respecting
Schools Gold School
Article of the Week

Amy (Walnut) has this week completed
a Coding challenge by making this
Lego model without any instructions - a
great example of Decoding! She only
took a couple of minutes to complete it,
glancing at the picture infrequently - Ms
Cray and I were very impressed.

Please talk to your children
about the articles each week.
Article for w/c 9th November 2020
Article 20
You have the right to special care and
help if you cannot live with your parents.

Other Notices
Bedford Carers Forum annual survey is now available for
parent carers to complete. We need as many parent carers as
possible to complete this to allow us to get a true picture of
what it feels like for families in Bedford Borough . . It will only
take 5-10 minutes to complete and parent carers can enter
their email for a chance to win £50 Love Bedford vouchers
before Christmas.
The link below will take you to the survey.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/AnnualSurveyBBPCF

Each week a pupil at Grange
Academy will give us their thoughts and
comments on the Article of the Week.
Alfie (Oak)

Children get help with living. Someone else looks
after them. They will support the children along
the way.

THANK YOU
A HUGE THANKS! Staff and pupils at Grange Academy
would like to say a massive THANK YOU to the Harpur
Trust, who have approved us a hefty grant in order for
us to purchase a large, secure, metal container for our
Forest School tools, kit, equipment and clothes.

Miss Breare, Miss Poll and all the Forest Schools
students would like to thank Alex Blake, the
manager of Bedford B&Q for the generous
donations of tools for our Forest School.

Grange Diary Dates
Monday 9th November 2020

RE/Science/Art/D.T. off-timetable and Non-school Uniform Day (Wear bright colours)

Friday 13th November 2020

Children in Need Mufti Day

Friday 18th December 2020

End of Term

3.20 pm
Tuesday 5th January 2021

Pupils Return to School

Reminder—please send your child in with a mask if you are able to.
Pupils in secondary will be expected to wear masks when they
move between lessons and in communal areas. Please remind
your child to regularly wash their hands with warm water and soap
for at least 20 seconds.
Can we also ask that parents wear masks when they drop off or
pick up their children, or come into the school foyer. This is to
ensure all our safety!

