4th December 2020
What a week of learning the pupils have had at Grange Academy this week. We embed life skills in our lessons
and this has been evident through Food Tech, talking about Honesty, one of the Grange Values, as well as fire
safety and internet safety. Some classes are already getting into the festive spirit with classrooms being
decorated and walking to the post box to post those important letters. Pine class even used their maths skills to
make Christmas decorations.

Maple Class
Christmas fever has
hit Maple Class this
week! We had some
special visitors arrive
in class all the way
from the North Pole.
Cookie the elf
recently migrated to
Oak class so the
North Pole sent us two new elves, who we named
Buddy and Asimi. They are currently adhering to the
strict quarantine rules set by the North Pole government
and self-isolating for 5 days. We can’t wait to see the
mischief they get up to once they can move around
the room. Maple class also really enjoyed decorating
the classroom (we have some budding designers!) All of
this excitement alongside our maths, English and Topic
work has meant a very busy week for us.
Adam: I like the little facemasks that the elves are
wearing. How can you even get facemasks that tiny?
Chibunna: So the elves are stuck in a little tub because
of the coronavirus. It’s nearly Christmas so they need to
stay apart until they can get out once they have
finished all the days.

Tyrese: I liked maths this week. I
was measuring with cubes. The
dolls stairs 6 cubes long.
Saira: The elves are in isolation
for 5 days but I have a bad
feeling about them when they
come out. Last year in my old
school, they ruined the whole
class, even knocked the
Christmas tree down!
Jerome: I want to be Max in the Christmas play
because I like him in the film – he is a nice dog.
Alex: I decorated Pudding Lane with tinsel.
Keith: I like the Christmas tree because it is beautiful and
sparkly. My favourite elf on the shelf is the boy one
Buddy. I think he will escape! I am looking forward to
being the Grinch in our Christmas performance
Skye: I like the elves and their facemasks. I’m going to
be Cindy- Lou Who in the performance.
Ollie: The elves are pretty cool. I think they will be both
naughty and nice.
Kieran: I played prodigy (maths game) I am now level
87!!

Palm Class
This week Palm class have been flexing their muscles in the
Gymnastics arena.
They have been learning to climb on apparatus and how
to dismount correctly.
They have shown some good skills and have enjoyed
learning how to do new jumps and dismounts.
Demaris: I have been practising my forward rolls and
dismounts.
Parvir: I enjoyed being able to climb up and over the new
apparatus.
Tino: I tried to do a roll and then climbed up and went
down a slide.
Bradley: I worked really hard in gymnastics and have
enjoyed the lesson.
Alex: It’s hard to balance on the beams and Mr Kilcoyne
helped us if we felt unsafe.
Patryk: I like jumping up in the air and landing on my feet.

Willow Class
This week in willow class we have been learning
about the differences between firefighting now and
in the past. We have learnt that in 1666 they did not
have as much fire equipment as we do now and it
took them a lot longer to fight fires. They also had
different types of equipment. We had a go at using
different types of equipment to put out a picture of a
fire.
Ruby: I used the bucket like in the Great Fire of
London. It is not as quick as a hose.
Robert: The Great fire of London was big and they
only had buckets.
Firemen use hoses
now.
Kajetan: I used a
hose like firemen
now.
Max: I got to wear
the firemen costume
and I pretended to
be a modern
fireman.
Hannah: I used a
piece of equipment
called a squirter.
Kaiden: I think it is
easier for firemen in
2020 to fight the fires.
Kaleem: I would like
to be a fireman.
Courtney: I used a
hose and a bucket
to put the fire out. A
hose is a lot better.

Acer Class
Acer Class have been busy writing letters to Santa. We then took a walk
to the post box to post our letters.
Oliver: We went to the post box. We sent a letter to Santa Claus. I want
to get Ducktails DVD.
Josh: I posted my letter in the post box. The postman will come along
and take my letter to Santa.
Lolu: I went to the post box. I posted letters to Santa.
Marcus: I went to the post box and posted my letter. In my letter I asked
if Santa was ok. I was hoping I would get a Lego Marvel superhero
game.
Ben: I went to the post box and posted my letter to Santa. I hope I will
get Number jack soft toys and Mario and Sonic at the Tokyo Olympic
games.
Harry:

Oak Class
It has been a fantastically busy week for Team Oak. We were highly excited to welcome in
the festive month of December and enjoyed having “Oak Decoration day”. We used our
clever maths skills to count, measure and assemble a variety of Christmas decorations for
our classroom. We also welcomed a special arrival from the north
pole – Cookie the Elf! Of course, Cookie adhered to the strict
quarantine measures for travel from the north pole, but now he is
up to his usual mischief around Oak Classroom. We are always
excited to see what he will do next.
Aishah: Look at the ornament! Crackers and sprouts. I like tinsel.
Amelia: I help put up the Christmas tree. Cookie is the elf. He
checks the presents! And also we decorated baubles – measured

them too.
Ashmit: [signed] Christmas, home, school
Ibrahim: We made things to go on our Christmas tree and measured our paper chains.
Toby: [signed] paper chain, elf!
Jeffrey: Cookie visit us from the north pole. We make paper chains.
Cody: Cookie the elf is playing! He visits the oak class.
Steven: Putting up the Christmas tree was fun. I seen the elf.
Ryan: Cookie the elf come to Oak and he be in the mask! I make long chain.

Beech Class
Beech Class have
been going to Forest
School for the last four
weeks on a
Wednesday
afternoon. We have
a fire at base camp
and all work together
to collect sticks for the
fire. We have enjoyed
cooking food on the
fire and also using the
Kelly Kettle. We have all worked as a team and we all
really enjoy our time at Forest School.
Oumar: At Forest School I have learnt how to make a
fire. We always kneel in the ‘respect’ position to light the
fire as it keeps you safe. I have enjoyed working with my
friends and the teachers.
Sohaib: My favourite bit of Forest School is cooking food
on the fire. I like eating the food such as marshmallows,
bacon sandwiches and chocolate cake. Thanks to
Forest School I know how to light a fire using a flint and
steel. You strike the flint against the steel and it makes a
spark.
Allan: I love Forest School because we get to make hot
chocolate and marshmallows which is so lovely. I love
everything about Forest School and we got to make
chocolate cake which tasted amazing. It was so good.
Forest School is so much fun. The fire is the best part and
also making a den.
Kade: At Forest School I have used a Kelly Kettle. I used
a flint and steel to make a fire. The flint and steel makes
sparks which spark onto some cotton wool and it
catches fire which you use to add it to the big pile of
sticks and newspaper.
Grigoriy: At Forest School I like toasting marshmallows on
a stick and drinking hot chocolate. I used hot chocolate

powder with powdered milk and hot water from the
Kelly Kettle. I used pine cones, leaves and holly to make
a Christmas leaf decoration. I collected leaves for a
collage and stuck them on a sheet of paper. I lit the fire
using a flint and steel. I like Forest School.
John: At Forest School I have really enjoyed collecting
sticks and lighting the fire. We use a flint and steel and
cotton wool and have to be in the ‘respect’ position.
My favourite thing is lighting the small fire for the Kelly
Kettle. We have hot chocolate and marshmallows.
Logan: At forest school I enjoyed making a camp fire. I
made a hut with my friends. I have learned about team
work.
Tamsin: At Forest School I made a chocolate cake. We
mixed the ingredients together in a pot and spooned
the mixture into foil tins. The cake was cooked over hot
coals.
Chloe: In Forest School we have been making hot
chocolate using a Kelly Kettle. We cooked bacon and
sausages on the big fire. We used sticks to make
Christmas decorations with Ms Charnock. Me and Allen
used a wheel barrow to move some of the heavy slabs.
Kailey: We made hot chocolate and toasted
marshmallows which was lots of fun. I was the Forest
School Star
because I got on
really well with my
work. We made all
sorts of things in
Forest School – I
collected leaves to
make a poster of
my name. We
made a big fire
and it was so
satisfying.

Ash Class
As part of our ‘Fire and Ice’ topic the children have been exploring the effect of heat and
the cold on different materials. This week we heated and cooled chocolate to make
cornflake cakes together. The children observed the microwave and were interested and
excited to see (and smell) the changes to the chocolate. Everyone had a turn stirring in the
chocolate and symbols were used to help encourage comments.
Alex: Microwave melt chocolate. I want chocolate.
Aneyk: Chocolate melted the microwave hot.
Carter: Chocolate is melted in microwave.
Hamza: Chocolate hot in the microwave.
Lucy: The microwave melted the chocolate.
Olivia:

Pine Class
Pine class have been
putting their measuring
skills to the test this week
in their form time and
have been creating
Christmas decorations.
Ewan: I created a
Christmas tree using
sticks. I had to draw a
template of different size
lines on paper in the
shape of a tree and then
measure the sticks to match the template. I glued them
together using an electric glue gun and it looks great.
The glue gun was very hard use but it was important to
use it because PVA glue isn’t very good.
Irfanul: I was measuring sticks in maths so that I could get
the right size sticks for my tree. It was difficult measuring in
centimetres and I needed help.
Daniela: I made a candle and I had to measure the wax
in cups. I needed 1 cup of wax and 4 drop of black dye.
I melted the wax in the microwave for 2 minutes. My

Cedar Class
This week Cedar have
been learning about the
impact of pollution on the
environment in science.
They particularly focussed
on water pollution.
Skye: I was researching
water pollution with April.
We found out that some
farmers let pesticides flow into the rivers.
April: The pesticides can kill the fish and the birds who live
there by letting algae grow and stop the sunlight from
getting through.
RJ: I made lots of notes about the dangers of plastic in
the sea. It can kill animals if it gets in their throats. People
should recycle their rubbish properly.
Josiah: I did some research about how water pollution
works. I found out that it causes damage to animals and
they can die. I’m looking forward to researching more
next wee.
Kelsey: My research was on ocean pollution. If people
don’t recycle their plastic bags they might end up in the
sea and put sea life
in danger.
Chiara: I researched
plastic in the rivers. I
found out that it is
dangerous for
dolphins; they can
swallow it and die.
Lex: I researched
water pollution and
discovered that any
body of water can
be affected by
water pollution.

candle is beautiful!
Jamie: I have been
using scales and
measuring in grams in
maths this week. I know
that there are 1000
grams in a kilogram. I made reindeer food using porridge
and glitter and I had to weigh 25 grams to fit into the
bag. I managed to get most of the porridge in the bag
but it was difficult to do because the opening was small.
I like doing maths because I am good at it!
Gabriel: I have been practicing my measuring and I had
to measure oats using scales. It was difficult to see the
spaces and I had to get on my knees so that I was at the
same level as the scales to get the right amount.
Ashlee: In maths I have been measuring sticks to make
my Christmas tree. It was hard to measure the different
sizes and they kept rolling away from my template.
Isaiah: I used a glue gun when I put my twigs together
and it was very hard. I put 40 beads on my tree to make
it look nice.

Walnut Class
Walnut have enjoyed their PE lessons this term. They
have learnt about staying healthy and how exercise
is important for wellbeing.
Mayson: I enjoy P.E especially fox and chickens.
Kyle: I like all lessons of P.E because I enjoy sport. My
favourite is football, I’d like to play that all the time!
Oskar: I love hockey and I am happy we are doing
this after Christmas. I like tackling in hockey.
Alexis: I really enjoy playing bench ball because it is
fun
Mya: We played bench ball today it was fast and
fun. I made a good catch.
Amy: I like the games in PE because I am
competitive
Quintin: I love PE because I enjoy all sport.
Jasmine: I enjoy the fitness suite and the Cooper run
because I am a good runner.
Malachi: I Like ball games because I like NBA and
football.

Sycamore Class
Sycamore have been working
towards an AQA unit award in
Food Technology, they have been
making lots of delicious chocolate
dishes.
Jessica: This week we made
chocolate mousse it was messy to
make, I worked with James and we
layered fruit at the bottom and the
middle of the glass between the
mousse. It tasted great.
Darren-Lee: I have made
chocolate mousse and chocolate cookies. We get to
choose the recipes for our level 1 unit awards. My
favourite dish I have made so far were the cookies, I
added bicarbonate of soda instead of baking powder
by accident, this made my cookies taste really soapy.
Armaan: The best dish we have made so far is the
chocolate shortbread biscuits, I am going to take a

recipe home for my mum because she really liked them.
Ben: We made chocolate mousse, it was very sickly and
lumpy. I chose not to add any fruit to my mousse.
James: I have made lots of
chocolate things, like chocolate
brownies and chocolate mousse,
my favourite so far is the brownie I
really likes this, it tasted good and
it was easy to make. I think I will try
to make this at home as well.
Tommy: We have been cooking a
range of chocolate recipes to
work towards our unit awards, my
favourite was the chocolate
marzipan treats I made.
Jaiden: I made chocolate mousse
it was quite easy to make, I added
strawberries to mine.

Elm Class
This week we are focusing on safety. This has included Fire safety, internet
safety, bullying and being safe in COVID-19 19.
Kyle: Safety is a great thing!
Kaschan: Stay in the playground, we are away from the trees and grass
when there's a fire.
Ben: Stay safe from fires and COVID-19 19, if there's a fire hazard you
need to go to your nearest fire exit
Lucas: You talk to a Teacher if you're bullied.
Baron: You must wait, look, listen and wait until a car goes past before you can cross.
Naomi: I leant to think, stop, wait, look and listen when crossing the road.
Harry: If there's a fire, close all your doors because of the oxygen.
Ashantey: It's important to speak to an adult if your being bullied.
James: I learnt about the road and we did some work about road safety
Jake: In COVID-19 time now you should always wear a mask, wash your hands and stay 2m away.

Hazel Class
This past week at
Grange we have
been discussing out
Grange Value
honesty and what
that means for us
individually and as
members of a
school and wider
community. We
have talked all
about the benefits and positives of being an honest
person. Hazel class would like to share their thoughts and
what honesty means to them…
Anna: Honesty means that you own up if you did
something wrong. Honesty means that you don’t lie. I
told lies but I did own up.
Abiah: Our assembly was about honesty. Honesty is
important because we have to be honest to people.
You have to be honest to teachers and parents.
Callum: We should be honest if we do something wrong
so we don’t get into trouble. I am going to try and own
up to the bad things I do.
Taylon: You should always be honest so you don’t get in
more trouble. I want to stop lying and tell the truth every
time I get in trouble.
Kieran: Honesty is a very good thing to learn about.
Honesty is a good thing but if you lie it’s a bad thing to

do. If someone
bullied someone, tell
the truth.
Bella: This week we
made an assembly
about always being
honest. We watched
a video about the
boy who cried wolf
who lied to the
villagers. Then we
watched James Arthur’s song about honesty. It’s a good
song because it tells us not to lie and to tell the truth.
Kirsty: It’s very important not to lie because lying can hurt
people. Don’t lie, tell the truth. It’s better to tell the truth.
If people lie they get into a lot of trouble.
Dawid: Being honest is a nice thing. If you are honest you
can get some respect. If you lie you can hurt people’s
feelings. I would like people to think that I’m honest.
Rebecca: Our assembly was about honesty. I was honest
once when I broke my glass cup. Honesty means when
somebody tells the truth and doesn’t lie.
Ethan: We have to be honest because if we keep lying
you will keep getting in trouble. If we tell the truth, we will
probably get in less trouble. If we be honest we will
probably be in less trouble and if you say sorry they might
forgive you.

ICT Stars
This week's ICT star is Karanveer (Palm). In ICT this week
Karanveer logged onto his computer Independently remembering not only his username but also his password this is a fantastic achievement given that he has only been
at Grange a short while. Well done Karanveer

Upcoming Events at
Grange Academy
Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 11th
December
Grange
Academy will
be supporting
Save the Children’s Christmas jumper Day on
Friday 11th December. We invite all pupils to
come to school in mufti, wearing a Christmas
jumper for a voluntary donation of £1.00.

Christmas Foodbank Appeal
In the 3 weeks leading up to Christmas the foodbank will provide
over 400 Christmas food parcels for local individuals and families in
crisis.
As a school we linked to the Bedford Foodbank at Harvest in the
Autumn. As part of our Topic curriculum in Secondary we have
been looking at taking a role in Society in the UK and helping
others in our community. Contributing to the foodbank is a
practical way to do this.
We would like to again contribute to the food parcels for the
Bedford Foodbank this Christmas.
Here is the top ten items on the foodbank shopping list we are
asking for students to bring in items from this list. Form classes are to
bring particular items from the list so that we don’t have lots of the
same thing however, anything that you can donate will be
gratefully received.
Form classes please donate as
below or any donations are
welcome.
Maple – Tinned rice pudding
Sycamore/Elm - Long life
sponge puddings
Willow/Acer - UHT Fruit Juice

(Cartons)
Oak/Ash/Cedar - Tinned meat
Beech/Pine - Chocolate
selections packs
Walnut – Shampoo
Hazel – Shower Gel
Palm – Washing up liquid

All items can be brought in from next Monday 7th and
December up to Wednesday 16th December. Items should
be brought to Outreach Classroom.
Many thanks in anticipation of your generosity.

Grange Values
At Grange Academy all staff and pupils celebrate the main
Grange Values of Belong, Believe and Achieve. Each
fortnight the whole school will focus on one of the values
under these headings. This term we will be exploring all of the
values that help us to feel that we Believe in the school
community.
The value for w/c 7th December 2020 is Pride
Jamie (Pine) has been practicing balancing climbing over
the A Frame in PE and this week he finally did it. He was so
proud of himself! Mrs Noble
Demaris (Palm) was very proud
when he got 100% on a maths test.
Mrs Morris
Kieran (Hazel)Mrs Hewitt is
extremely proud of Kieran of the
amazing work he did over
lockdown. He has brought in a
booklet that he has put together
that includes photos and writeups.
Mrs Morris is also very proud also.

Christmas Tree Festival on Friday 11th
December
We will be holding a Christmas
tree festival for all pupils at
Grange. Each class will
decorate a Christmas tree
using the theme ‘Christmas
food from around the world.’
The trees will be judged on
Friday 11th December. The
winning class will receive a box of
chocolates to share and house points.
All pupils will visit the tree festival and have a
hot chocolate if they wish. There will be an
opportunity for pupils to have a go on the
tombola and purchase items from the elf
shop. Pupils are invited to bring in some
money if they wish to make a purchase. All
money raised will go to Friends of Grange.

Mini Christmas
Fayre on Friday
11th December
Hazel class have been working hard in their
Life skills lessons to prepare for a mini
Christmas Fayre and café in our form room.
Please can students bring a small amount of
money to donate for charity
Thank you
Date: 11th December 2020
Time: Break and Lunch time
Hot chocolate
Cakes
Crafting
Football competition (weather permitting)

Food Technology
Now the wintery nights are setting in,
it’s the perfect time to curl up on the
sofa with a tasty hot chocolate. Click
on the link below to watch a ‘how
to’ video. If you can bring in or e mail
pictures of what you have been up
to, great, if not don’t worry just enjoy
the yummy hot chocolate.
E mail address: sarah.porter@biltt.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6BZYlUSNsc&feature=emb_logo

Sign of the Week
Grange Academy have introduced a British Sign Language sign of the week. Please
practice this with your children.
You will find this information on our website www.grange.beds.sch.uk
You will find this information on the school website. Each week there will be a new link
for the sign and a image and video on who to sign it.
The sign for week w/c 7th December 2020 is: vegetables
https://bslsignbank.ucl.ac.uk/dictionary/words/vegetable-2.html
Instructions: finger spell ‘v’ twice
UNICEF: Rights Respecting
Schools Gold School
Article of the Week

Attendance

Please talk to your children
about the articles each week.
Article for w/c 7th December 2020
Article 16
You have the right to privacy.

Each week a pupil at Grange
Academy will give us their thoughts and
comments on the Article of the Week.
Ben (Acer)
I have privacy when I go to the hospital.
People have privacy at a nursing home.

Well done to Cedar, Hazel and Walnut classes for 100%
attendance this week. What a great week for
attendance.

OTHER NOTICES

There will be no newsletter next
Friday. However we will have a
shorter newsletter to give an
update on activities that have
been happening in school
which you will receive on
Wednesday 16th December.

Grange Diary Dates
*PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE AND TIME FOR THE END OF TERM*
Friday 11th December

Christmas Tree Festival

Friday 11th December

Christmas Jumper Day/Mufti

Tuesday 15th December

Primary/ASC Christmas Party (pm)

Wednesday 16th December

Christmas School Lunch/Christmas Jumpers can be worn

Thursday 17th December 2020 at 1pm

End of Term

Tuesday 5th January 2021

Pupils Return to School

