23rd October 2020
What a busy week at Grange. Our students have been reflecting on our successful Hello Yellow Day and their
understanding of mental health and wellbeing. Halloween activities have been numerous this week particularly
in Food Tech Lessons.
We hope that all families have a good half term and look forward to seeing every one back on Monday 2nd
November 2020.

Pine Class
Pine class had their Grange Olympic Games this week, competing against Acer
class.
Ashlee: On Monday we had our Grange Olympic Games with Acer class. We had
Greek names, Pine class were called Arkos and Acer class were called Olives. I did
standing long jump and I won and I did the relay race.
Pine class won the Olympic Games!
Ewan: On Monday we did our Grange Olympics and I did the sprint and the relay
race. At first Max kept winning the races but when I raced him, I won!
Isaiah: This week we had the Olympic Games it was Arkos versus Olives. We started
off with running around the field. Our first race was sprinting and then hurdles. Arkos
beat the Olives.
Daniela: I went to the Olympic Games with my friends. I was in the relay race, so I ran
very fast, but I didn’t win.
After the games were finished we added up
the score and found Arkos had won!
Jamie: On Monday we had the 2020 Olympic
Games. The first race was sprinting, Ashlee was the fastest and came in first
place. After that we had the relay race and then the standing long jump.
Next was the javelin and then the hurdles. I was sweating at the end waiting
for the result.
Gabriel: On Monday it was our Olympic Games in school. Pine class were
called Arkos and Acer class were called Olives. We all ran around the field
in the relay race. Arkos won the Olympics and we all cheered for our team.

Elm Class
This week in maths we
started to focus on our
shapes and shape
knowledge. To jog
everyone’s memory we
went on a shape hunt and
everybody enjoyed it! We
went into the sensory
garden, Forest School area,
other peoples classrooms
and all around the
playground.
Harry: I found it hard to find
the shapes because they
were hard to find. I had to
find a diamond and a semi
-circle and they were tricky
to spot. I wonder why more
things aren’t diamond shapes.
Lucas: We were learning about 2D Shapes and we had
to look in the Sensory Garden for shapes. I found lots of
rectangles. They were big and small too.
Ashantey: Me and my group went to the Sensory Garden

and we went to Maple class to find some shapes. I was
sneaky and noticed that if I tilt my head a square sort of
turns into a diamond!
James: It was good and I liked it and I liked going outside
with my friends. Some shapes were tricky. I know a circle
and a square.
Jake: I liked the shape hunt because we had to go
outside to find the shapes, the hardest one to find was
the pentagon and there was only one in the sensory
garden. I think the signs were hexagon shapes which was
a bit annoying.
Kaschan: I liked the shape hunt because it was super fun
and I got all the shapes and I gave it to Miss Breare. The
easiest shape to find was the circle because there were
some signs, clocks and blocks.
Baron: The shape hunt was very easy and I liked it. It was
easy to spot stars in primary because we give them out
for good things.
Kyle: The shapes were outside and inside. 2D shapes are
flat (claps hands).
Naomi: I actually liked maths and I like shapes and stuff.
Ben: I was very happy to be student parliament because
I want to make the world a better place.

Palm News
Palm class have been making and baking Halloween biscuits in Food Tech.
They have had to follow a recipe and measure out their ingredients, mix it all together
and bake their biscuits. Staff also had to remind Tino not
to lick the spoon and put it back in the mixture.
They really enjoy their cooking lessons and take great
delight in showing what they have made.
Daniel: I enjoy baking and it was fun mixing my
ingredients.
Parvir: I enjoyed doing the shapes of the biscuits, we have been doing a lot of shapes
in Marhs.
Tino: I like mixing all the ingredients together, and Miss Leach helps me.
Bradley: I enjoy cooking and baking, I do some at home.
Alex: I took my biscuits home to share with my mum.

Hazel Class
This week Hazel class
have been talking about
the importance of
mental health
awareness and how
much fun we had on our
Hello Yellow day. We
would like to tell you all
about it….
Callum: I enjoyed Hello
Yellow Day because we got to come in mufti and the
classes were fun. The best part of the day was Life skills
because we were making a poster.
Taylon: I liked Hello Yellow day because Miss Assink
came in as an angry bird in a yellow costume. I enjoyed
netball. It was fun.
Ethan: I liked that on Hello Yellow Day I got to wear
mufti and I did not have to wear school clothes. In our
lessons we talked about mental health and how it is
really important.
Rebecca: I enjoyed Hello Yellow Day because it was
really fun and we did fun activities. Hello Yellow Day is
very important to me because it is about mental health
awareness. You can raise money to help people and
their mental health.

Kirsty: I like doing yellow day because we got to raise a
lot of money. I didn’t have any yellow clothes. I still
enjoyed the yellow day.
Bella: I wasn’t here for yellow day. I was really sad to
miss it. Yellow day is important to help remind us all
about mental health.
Abiah: I enjoyed Hello Yellow Day because we got to
wear yellow mufti. It is important to raise awareness of
mental.
Kieran: We had yellow day and it was fun because we
had interesting lessons, a bit like our normal lessons.
When Miss Assink came in we all laughed so much
because Miss.Assink was a yellow angry bird!
Dawid: I enjoyed Hello Yellow Day because it raises
awareness for mental
health. Mental health is
important because we
all have mental health.
Anna: On Hello Yellow
Day I made a poster
about all the things that
make me happy and
how we can make
other people happy.

Maple Class

The last couple of weeks we have been looking at everyday materials used for building and the materials Tudor
houses were made from. We then watched a video to show us how Tudor houses were built; the tools they used and
the methods they used. We made a collage of a Tudor house to plan our design and then used this to build a junk
model version.
Kieran: My house was tall. It was the biggest one!
Chibunna: Tudor houses have black beams around it and the roof was made out of straw. The house was actually
made out of wood. The upstairs is bigger than the downstairs because the streets were narrow.
Tyrese: We used lolly sticks (to make our collages). Me and Skye worked together to build our junk model house. We
liked it. Skye did the windows and I did the beams. We all painted together.
Skye: We built houses from the great fire of London out of lolly sticks because the houses were made from wood.
Jerome: Tudor houses were made of wood and they
are also made of straw on the rooftop. They used
sticks and wood so the house can be strong. They
used the sticks to pull the house up.
Alex: The beams were made of wood
Saira: We made our collages then we made our Tudor
houses. We built them with cardboard boxes and after
we used black paper to create the beams.
Keith: Tudor houses are from the Great Fire of London.
The houses burnt because they were made of wood.
Adam: Our junk model houses were made out of
cardboard. We are going to burn the houses at Forest
School to show how the fire spreads.

Walnut Class
Walnut had a busy food tech lesson
this week, developing their cooking
skills, they had a choice of what to
make.
Mya: We made cookies for Halloween, I
used butter, sugar and flour.
Jasmine: In food Tech I made a
cupcake and the ingredients were 2
eggs, sugar, flour and butter.
Amy: I scooped the inside of the
pumpkin out with my hands
Sanah: I made Halloween cupcakes. I decorated them by
using green food colouring.
Quintin: I took out the inside of the pumpkin and then cut out
the face.
Mayson: I made Halloween ginger bread biscuits with icing
and sprinkles.
Oskar: We carved out pumpkins and
I made a face on it. We are going to
learn about where Halloween comes
from in our lesson with Mrs Mielke.
Kyle: I made biscuits and I decorated
one of them with a SM for my
teacher and another one with TC for
my LSA. What we made in cooking
was for a house competition.

Ash Class
This week Ash class have used our sensory tray to
explore different cold and arctic themed vocabulary.
As we played the adults helped the children use the
key words. Everyone enjoyed the different sensory
opportunities such as the fake snow, bubble wrap
land and shiny seas. We used what we explored to
make sentences about pictures from the arctic using
symbols and writing.
Hamza: The snow is cold.
Carter: Polar bear walking on snow.
Lucy: I like the sensory tray. I want more snow.
Olivia:
Aneyk: Walrus sitting on ice.
Alex: Polar bear walking.

Beech News
On Friday we celebrated ‘Hello Yellow’ day for Mental Health Awareness. We
came into school in mufti and we wore different shades of yellow. In form time
we talked about mental health and different things that we like to do to help
us stay positive and relaxed.
Logan: You can take care of your mental health by doing things that you like
doing to relax you. I like making masks and props.
Oumar: I like playing football with my friends – I think it is good for my mental
health.
Kailey: I am happy because I have friends called Bella and Alexis. I love
looking after my pets and helping my mum. I like doing art and I like to draw
wolves and dragons.
Tamsin: Art is really good for your mental health because it can be relaxing. I
like to do drawing and colouring to help me relax.
Chloe: Everyone has mental health – from younger people to older people. I
like to keep my mental health in good condition. If I was worried I would tell
my family or my best friend. I like playing with Ash Class to help me relax and I
like playing with my best friend Tamsin.
Kade: I think that mental health is important because it affects your everyday
life – at school and in your job. It affects your view of the world.
Allan: Looking after my mental health is important. Things that make me
happy are punching my boxing bag and sometimes playing football.
John: Looking after your mental health is important so that you are happy.
Doing some art and drawing dragons makes me happy and relaxed.
Grigoriy: Mental health is important so that you are in a good mood. I like to
look at books about different countries.
Sohaib: You have to look after your mental health. What makes me relaxed is
taking a break, playing, drawing, colouring and having treats.

Oak Class
This week, Oak have been exploring in the classroom. When we find little hidden
challenges with the exploring symbol on them, you
can earn a gem when you finish the task. Some of
our exploring this week has been with shapes, writing,
magnets and materials. We have lots of fun exploring
in the classroom.
Aishah: We have to get a gem in the jar, then it will
be a celebration.
Alfie: My favourite part is that we get loads of gems in
the jar to win a prize. We’ve been finding animals,
making a pizza, looking at different cubes and stuff.
Amelia: I love the sand.
Ibrahim: I have been writing about my friends and
about pizza. If I do writing and a challenge I get 2
stamps, then soon I will have finished my star card!
Then I will get a prize from Mrs Thomas.
Ryan: My favourite grey and the prodigy. I get better
at maths.
Noah: I like drawing and playing with my friends.
Toby: I like the maths. Shape. Choose, more art and
messy play.
Jeffrey: I like the magnets like when you press the bell
it stuck to it. The metal stuck to the magnet.

Sycamore Class

Sycamore class have been getting creative this week, we have been taking part in lots of fun
activities:
Armaan: We made cakes and biscuits in Food Technology, we made them for the
Halloween house competition, I made blue and pink cakes but the colour didn’t come out
very well this time, if I made them again I would add more food colouring.
Jessica: In Art I am drawing a fish, this is to go towards my GCSE qualification. I like drawing
in Art I think I am getting better at it.
Tommy: I tried to make meringues in Food Technology, it didn’t work. I did follow the recipe
carefully but something, somewhere must have gone wrong
Jaiden: I made some Halloween cookies in Food Technology, it was a really funny lesson, Mrs
Porter had put up a wanted poster for one of the gingerbread
men that had gone missing, Mr Eden confessed to eating it, I ate
the head!
James: I have been working on natural colours in Art, I am working on tropical flowers
that I am going to draw and paint.
Darren-Lee: I made some Halloween gingerbread men with Jaiden we followed the
recipe and helped each other to make them, then we decorated them with green and
orange icing because they are Halloween colours

Willow Class
This week in Willow class we have been innovating and creating our own story. We have
learned how to structure our story by using the book we have been reading. We then
decided as a group who are main characters would be and what the problem in our
story is. We also thought of some fantastic ideas about how our characters will
overcome a problem in our story.
Kaiden: Sully and charlotte are funny. They look around town for KFC. They eat popcorn
chicken and chips. Charlotte drinks a krushem.
Courtney: Sully the snake and Charlotte the shark are our
main characters.
Hannah: When we write our story we need to make sure we
describe a lot. We describe charlotte and the sea.
Kajetan: Snake and shark.
Tristan: Sully is a snake. Charlotte is a shark. They get lost in
Bedford and go to eat chicken nuggets and chips.
Robin: Sully and Charlotte are best friends.
Ruby: I really wanted to do a shark because I like them. Charlotte is a funny shark who
is hungry for chicken nuggets.

Cedar Class
This week Cedar have been focussing on maths skills.
In lessons they have been working hard on
multiplication
Skye: I find tables a little bit hard, but I have been
using the whiteboard to help and we have been
moving around to understand place value.
Kelsey: I already know my 10s, 5s and 2s. I am working
on my 3s and 4s, it a bit tricky.
Chiara: I’m still struggling with some of my times
tables. Sometimes Miss Leach sits with me to help me.
Also I have intervention with Mrs Tough, it helps me a
lot.
RJ: Maths is my favourite subject. I know all of my
times tables. I am not so good at dividing, so I am
working on it now.
Lex: We are doing times tables. I am enjoying it. I
know most of my tables. We need our tables to do
most maths!
April: I know my 2s,10s, 11s, 3s and 10s. it is important
to be good at maths if you work in a shop or bank, so
you can sort out the money.
Josiah: we have been doing multiplication. I’m not
too bad at it. Maths lessons can be fun when we get
up to do activities.

Acer Class

Acer Class have had a Halloween themed bucket this week.
We have looked at lots of colourful lights, wind-up toys and a
giggle head. We have also been trying stage 2 activities for
the first time.
Marcus: The teeth wind-up toy was chatting in the bucket. It
made me laugh!
Oliver: I heard the giggle toy and the wind-up teeth was so
funny.
Lolu: My favourite toy is the wind-up teeth toy. I like the
giggle toy.
Allen: We looked at the eyeball toy. It had feet. That is not
real life.
Harry:

Josh: I liked the giggle toy. The lights went on the ceiling.
Ben: I liked the pumpkin lava lamp. Mrs Cowell drew a face
on the jar and added food colouring, water and oil. The
tablet made it fizz up.
Max: I liked the lava pumpkin and the milk bottles with glow
sticks.

Hello Yellow Day Update
As part of our work on wellbeing and mental health and in line with our mental Wellbeing
award Mrs Blair held our termly Hello Yellow Day to highlight and raise awareness of our
mental health. So many students wore yellow and embraced the day. Classes all learnt
more about our mental health, some students and staff helped to spell Hello Yellow using
their bodies to create the letters for our display wall. We had a virtual assembly and all
students did a stretch and freeze in synchrony. As a school we raised over £75 to help
fund vital support for Young Minds Charity to continue to raise awareness for mental
health, this also feeds into our Let’s Talk sessions we offer to our
students. A very pleasing day and even our head of school wore a
rather yellow bird outfit!
Thank you all for your continued support.

Sign of the Week
Grange Academy have introduced a British Sign Language sign of the
week. Please practice this with your children.
You will find this information on our website www.grange.beds.sch.uk
You will find this information on the school website. Each week there
will be a new link for the sign and a image and video on who to sign it.
The sign for week w/c 2nd November 2020 is: Yoghurt
Instructions: form letters ‘y’ then ‘g’ .

Grange Academy GoFund Fundraising
Grange have raised an
incredible £3000 from very
generous donations after
Forest School property was
stolen. Catherine Assink, Head
of Grange said: “We are
absolutely delighted to have
received this amount of
money. On behalf of myself,
staff and pupils a massive
thank you to everyone who
donated. It has been such a
difficult time for so many
people and yet people have
been so generous, it is really
touching.”

UNICEF: Rights Respecting
Schools Gold School
Article of the Week
Please talk to your children
about the articles each
week.
Article for w/c 2nd November 2020
Article 9
You have the right to live with your
parent(s), unless it is bad for you. You
have the right to live with a family who
cares for you.
Article 18
You have the right to be raised by your
parent(s) if possible.

Other Notices

Grange Diary Dates

Half Tem

Monday 26th
October—Friday 30th
October 2020

Pupils Return
to School

Monday 2nd
November 2020

Attendance
The Harper Trust 2020 Art Competition &
Exhibition—The Fabric of Bedford
Following the success of The Harpur Trust’s 450th
Anniversary Art competition in 2016 and The
Happy Place
competition in 2018, we
are delighted once
again to have been
able to run a
competition for Bedford
Borough pupils aged
between 4 and 18 years
of age.
Congratulations to Aisha
(Oak Class who won
third place in the 7-11
years category)
Well done to Palm and Walnut for 100% attendance
this week.

