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18th  September 2020 

Gold Academy Achieve Rights Respecting Schools Gold Award 
We are thrilled to announce that we have been awarded the Rights 
Respecting Schools Gold Award. Our pupils and staff have worked 
incredibly hard to embed this into our school practice and are now 
working hard to achieve the Gold Award. 
  
At Grange we are explicitly embed the UN Convention on the Rights of 
the Child in our school development plan, practice and culture which 
goes hand in hand with our British and Grange Values and SMSC (Social, 
Moral, Spiritual and Cultural) work. 
  
At Grange we strive to continually promote knowledge and 
understanding of the Convention throughout our school community. This is 
particularly relevant as our pupils have their own range of needs and we 
strongly believe in advocating their needs and empowering them to 
advocate their own. 
  
The positive impact of these actions on children and young people, staff, 

and on the school’s ethos, practice and environment has been incredible. Our pupils agree on their own class 
charter. Each class also delivers an assembly on a relevant article fortnightly therefore reinforcing pupil voice and 
pupils’ confidence and public speaking skills. 
  
Our young people see themselves as rights respecting global citizens and advocates for fairness and children’s 
rights, both locally and globally and we are promoting this through various activities, lessons 
and events throughout the year. Included in this is a focus on Fairtrade, using topics and 
themes as well as using subject areas to focus on global situations. We are linked with a 
school in Ghana and have worked hard to develop a thorough understanding of their way of 
life.  
 
We use the curriculum as a vehicle to ensure that our pupils are aware of current global 
issues. One example of this is a class reading a book on refugees and getting pupils to 
understand how children are affected by being refugees. 

Walnut class 
have written 
about their 
wishes for the 
year.  
Kirsty: I’ve really 
enjoyed my first 
week back, I’m 
glad I’m in 
Walnut with Mrs 
Mielke.  It’s good 
to get back to 
normal. 

Jasmine: I’m glad to come back to school in Walnut 
class. I like going to different classes now I’m in 
secondary. 
Kyle: I’m happy to be back at school, I like my class. I 
like the new teachers in secondary.  
Mya:  This is my first week at Grange, I like it better than 

my old school. The classes are smaller and I get more 
help. 
Amy: I was nervous before coming up to secondary but I 
feel fine now. I like going to some different classes to 
learn different. 
Jasmine: I was scared about moving up to secondary 
but now I’m not anymore. I like my form class and my 
teachers and its fun going around the different classes. 
Oskar: It was good coming back to school because we 
can learn again. I missed my friends when I was home. 
Alexis: I want to get better at D.T. this year. I did enjoy 
being at home and spending time with my family 
though. 
Sanah:  This year I want to get better at English and 
improve my spellings. I like it now we are back to normal 
in school. 
Quintin: I want to get better at English because I find 
spellings hard. It’s better now school is back to how it 
was.                       

Walnut Class 

Willow Class are very happy to be back at school.  This 
week we have been learning about the book called 
‘The Colour Monster’ by Anna Llenas. It is helping us to 
understand our emotions about coming back to school 
and coping with changes.  
Kajetan: I am happy to be back in Willow and like doing 
my work. 
Max: It is fun to be back at school. We are learning 
about the colour monster. It is colourful. 
Kaleem: I am happy to be see my friends at school. 
Robert: I like listening to our story the Colour Monster. He 
looks like anger from inside out when he feels angry. 
Kaiden: I am happy to see my friends and I am happy 
when I do the Colour Monster actions. 

Robin: I like Willow Class 
because we get to do fun 
things. I like to do arts and 
crafts. 
Tristan: It is fun to be at 
school. We have done 
some painting. 
Hannah: I like to be back 
because I can play with the 
stickle bricks. 
Ruby: I like being back at 
school. I like colouring, painting and the Colour Monster.  
Courtney: I am happy to be back in Willow. I like doing 
the Colour Monster actions and pictures. 



Ash Class  

Elm Class have been 
so excited to see our 
friends and be back 
in school! We loved 
playing with the 
parachute and 
getting to know our 
new teacher Mrs 
Didlick. We also had 
to say a sad goodbye 
to our LSA Miss Jones 
as she returns to 
University (but we 
wish her luck!). 
Ben:  I was looking 
forward to coming 
back to school 
because I have 
missed all my 
teachers and I was 
excited on the last 

day of the holidays. School is fun and not much different 
because I feel safe too. I will miss Miss Jones because she 
is funny and she helps me learn. 
Baron: I like being back at school because I love my 
teachers and I like learning. I have missed playing 
football with Elm Class. We have to wash our hands a lot. 
I will miss Miss Jones because she is kind and helpful and 
she believes in me. 
Harry:  I liked doing lots of relaxing when I was at home. 
My legs were so tired after football at school in PE with 
Mrs Didlick! My favourite thing about Miss Jones Mark 2 is 
that she makes me laugh and I will miss her making me 

toast. 
Lucas:  I like being back at school because I like it to go 
back to school because its good. I haven’t been to Elm 
for six months. Elm is nice because we work hard. My 
favourite thing about Miss Jones is silly Miss Jones makes it 
funny. I will miss you Miss Jones. 
Jake:   yeah I am happy to be back at school. I love the 
computer lesson because we get to play prodigy and 
level up with my maths. My favourite thing about Miss 
Jones is that she has lots of patience for me. I hope she 
comes back soon. 
Kyle:  I am new at Grange Academy. I like it here 
because everything is good about it. The best lesson is 
cooking because I need to do Master Chef a little bit. 
Miss Jones makes my toast and takes me to my lessons. 
Kaschan:   I am a little bit happy to be back in school 
and Elm class. I missed Miss Breare because I need some 
freedom from my brothers and I missed my friends as 
well. I like Mrs Didlick cos we get to decorate our own 
superheroes. Miss Jones makes me the yummy toast and 
we play football. I am sad she is leaving. 
Naomi:  I am really happy to be back at school! Because 
I missed everybody. I like doing maths and English. Miss 
Jones makes me feel happy and I will miss her.  
Ashantey:   I am a little bit happy to be back! We are 
staying safe in school by staying 2m away but we have a 
class bubble. At lunch time we have to have our own 
class tables (you can’t choose any like you used to!), 
and the hall has less children in it. Miss Breare makes us 
wash our hands a lot! I don’t want Miss Jones to leave 
because she knows us and I like her some of the time. 
She makes me smile when I am a little bit grumpy. 

Elm Class  

Acer Class have 
been settling back 
into school after a 
very long break. 
We are getting 
used to our 
classroom looking 
a little different 
and our new 
friends that have 
joined our class. 
We are looking 
forward to 

learning lots of new things this year! 
Marcus: I am looking forward to making things in Food 
tech. 
Oliver: Lolu is my new best friend.  
Ben: I am looking forward to gardening with Mrs Bailes in 
Horticulture.  
Lolu: I like Science. (We are learning about) the body.  
Allen: I am pleased to be back at school. I am looking 
forward to Horticulture.  
Max: I am happy to be back at school. I am really happy 
to see my friends.  
Josh: I am happy to be at school.  

Acer Class  
Cedar Class  

Cedar are very happy to be back at school after such a 
long time. They are just getting into the swing of things 
after such a long break. 
Kelsey: I am glad to be back at school because I get to 
see my friends and teachers.  
Chiara: I want to learn things I’ve missed. I’ve missed PE 
especially. I’m keen to do Forest School and learn some 
survival skills. 
April: I’m happy to see my friends and to meet new 
teacher and students. I missed performing arts. I hope 
we can do a performance in front of the school. 
Lex: I’m looking forward to getting back into a routine.  
Skye: I’m looking forward to doing DT. I get to make 
things that I 
can’t do at 
home. 
Josiah: I’m 
looking forward 
to starting 
exam work. I 
missed my 
friends during 
lockdown. 
Giovanni: I’m 
looking forward 
to getting back 
to work and 
preparing for 
my GCSEs. 

This week Ash class have enjoyed settling into our 
school routines. We have been using our senses to 
explore the story ‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’. We 
commented on the different sensory experiences for 
the different places the children visit in the story.   
Aneyk: Aneyk liked going under the covers and 

saying, “we’re not going on a bear hunt!” like the characters. 
Olivia: Olivia repeated the ‘squelch’ made by the mud foam. 
Carter: Carter enjoyed making the ‘tip toe’ sounds using a microphone. 
Jeffrey: I like the bear trip. Can I make the bear roar? 
Joshua: Splash, splosh river. 
Hamza: The grass is ‘swishy swashy’. 
Alex:  Alex requested, “more water please.” when we sprayed our snowstorm. 



Maple Class  
For the last couple of weeks, we have been spending time getting to know 
each other and the new areas in Maple classroom. We are very lucky to have 
had 6 new friends join Maple! We have enjoyed exploring especially using our 
Great Fire of London Bakery role play, measuring in the water and building 
London landmarks using the construction materials. We have been reading the 
Colour monster in English which has been helping us to explore our emotions 
and how to manage them. In maths, we have been using materials to 
represent numbers to 100 in different ways. The children in Maple class have 
had a great start to the term and Miss Poulter and Mrs Horner are very proud 
and excited for the rest of the year! 
Tyrese:  I made a new best friend; Skye. I liked exploring the areas (in the 

classroom). 
Jerome:  I like playing some things like the roundabouts. My friends are Tyrese and Saira. I like playing Lego and I 
wish I could make a really big house (of) Lego. We made a tall thing and I punched it down to tidy it up. I like 
exploring and doing cooking. (role play bakery) 
Skye:  I’ve had fun playing outside and Lego. We were building things out of 
the book. (Following the instructions) 
Saira:  I enjoyed the art with Miss Cowan and in Maple class. I’ve been 
playing outside and helping the little children. 
Keith:  Being back is a little good because I get to see my friends again. 
Adam: I like the playground, the monkey bars are my favourite. I have been 
spending lots of time in the role play (bakery) and the water. 
Alex: I like the playground. The roundabout (is my favourite). (I have liked 
exploring) the role play. 
Chibunna: What I love about Maple class is when I get to play in the water. I 
was using the measuring jugs as a shower. 
Ollie: I have enjoyed seeing my friends and seeing my favourite teacher 
(Miss Poulter) 
Kieran: (I have enjoyed) being with Ollie. 

Oak Class 

Hazel class are very happy to be back at school after such a 
long time.  We have shared our lock down experiences and have 
been thinking about our dreams and aspirations. 
Rebecca: I enjoyed doing Maths and English again this week. 
Abiah: I enjoyed coming back to do English because it is fun.  I 
dream about being a Vet or a Teacher 
Callum: I enjoyed playing Football with my friends, I scored two 
goals.  I dream of being a Tennis Player, I need to practice every-
day. 
Anna:  I really enjoyed making new friends and playing Football 
with my class and other classes. I dream about going to Shuttle-
worth College because I want to help animals. 
Kieran:  I really enjoyed ICT because we got headphones to 
keep and we talked about the rules. I dream about being a bus 
driver for Stagecoach, I want to drive the number 1 bus to Kemp-

ston. 
Dawid:  I enjoyed seeing my friends back at school. I dream about being a footballer, I know I have to have a good 
diet. 
Ethan: I liked seeing my friends when we came back to school.  I dream about being an actor, I will have to go to 
stage school. 
Taylon:  I liked playing football with my friends back at school.  I dream about being a footballer, I have to practice 

Hazel Class  

Oak have enjoyed settling back into school with our new classmates. We played parachute, explored our 
classroom toys, listened to a good book called ‘Commotion in the Ocean’, and worked hard on our phonics. We 
really like playing and making friends in Willow class. We’ve started our super exciting topic of the Great Fire of 
London. We worked hard making a display using junk modelling, flame coloured card, and light up candles for 
inside. 
Toby: More PE! This morning more. I like the chose. Oak class good. 
Aishah: c-e-g. Not real words. M-u-m – a real word! Like my Khan family at home. 
Amelia: I like the role play. 
Ibrahim: The parachute is the most fun ever. 
Jacob: It’s quiet in the calm room. 
Lucy: Parachute! Put toys on it. 



Palm Class 

Palm class have been talking about what it’s been like since they 
returned to school, focusing on the things they have missed, the 
friends they haven’t seen in a long time and some of the staff that 
they were excited to see again. 
Alex:  I have missed both Jess and Chiara, I have enjoyed doing 
art and cooking. I have also missed the school dinners. 
Katie:  I have enjoyed Maths and seeing my friends at lunchtimes. 
Daniel:  I have played basketball at school and have got the ball 
in the net. 
Parvir:  I enjoyed coming back to school and playing with my 
friends at break times. 
Tino:  The school is amazing, I have enjoyed English and Maths. I 
cannot wait to do experiments in Science. 
Demaris:  Making new friends and settling in well. 

Patryk:  I have enjoyed coming back to school and the lessons, I like art the best. 
Bradley:  I have enjoyed hanging out with Rebecca and Kieran and sat with them at lunchtime, I have missed them 
so, so, so much. 

Pine class have been reflecting on coming back to school 
after such a long time and talking about their feelings and 
aspirations for the coming year. 
Ashlee: I missed school because I liked helping the primary 
children at lunchtimes. It was boring being at home 
because I couldn’t communicate with my friends and my 
teachers. It’s fun being back at school but it’s different 
because we have to social distance from others but I 
don’t when the little primary children come up to me 
because they don’t understand the rules. All the students 
in my class have different life skills tasks to do each day 
and mine is to clean the tables at the end of the day to 
get rid of the germs. 
Jamie: I did some school work at home but I ran out of jobs 
to do around the house and I was bored. I am looking 
forward to going to Forest School and I have been 
collecting sticks at break-time for the activities. 
Irfanul: I feel happy about coming back to school because 
I missed it for six months! I missed going to PE and doing 
maths on the CLEVERTOUCH board. 
Gabriel: I’m glad to be back at school. I want to learn and 
I’m looking forward to learning new things. I like being in 
Pine class because there is more room to walk around and 
it’s more grown up. 
Isaiah: I felt happy to come back to school because it felt 
too much being at home. 
Daniela: I guess I am happy to be at school because I 
missed my friends. I have a new girl in my class called 
Ashlee and she is my friend. In science I am going to learn 
about the body and how it works and we have a big body 
on the wall to help us learn. 
Ewan: It was too long being off school and it was boring 
and it’s good to be back. I am looking forward to the 
forest school because I like doing activities outside. 

Pine Class 

This week Beech 
class have been 
settling back in to 
school life. They’ve 
been getting to 
know Mr Holmes 
who is new to the 
school and getting 
to know their new 
teachers. 
Oumar:  I have 

enjoyed PE. I am looking forward to trips.  
Chloe:  I enjoyed showing the new boy around the 
school with Mr Holmes. 
Sohaib:  I enjoyed performing arts. I’m looking forward 
to school trips and cooking. 
Allan:  I love having PE. Being back at school is fun. 
Kade:  I love school. I love PE. 
Ms Charnock:  It’s great to be back at Grange. I am 
enjoying working with Beech class. We played netball 
in PE which was brilliant. 
Mr Holmes:  Wow, what a first week! The class has been 
amazing at helping me settle in to Grange and I’ve 
enjoyed getting to meet all the other classes I teach 
too. 

Beech Class 

This week we have been talking 
about what we are looking 
forward to in the year ahead. 
James:  I am glad to be back to 
start work towards my 
qualifications. 
Ben:  I hope I’m going to catch 
up with my lessons. 
Tommy:  I am looking forward to 
achieving 

my GCSEs for when I move onto 
college. 
Jess:  I like my new class.  It has 
some of the students from last year.  
I hope to really improve my Maths 
and English. 
Armaan:  I want to work for my 
exams so I can get a place in 
college. 

Sycamore Class 



Attendance 

Grange Diary Dates 

Sign of the Week 
Grange Academy have introduced a British Sign Language sign of the week.  

Please practice this with your children. 
You will find this information on our website  www.grange.beds.sch.uk 

follow the links Our School, British Sign Language.  Each week there will be a new 
link for the sign and a image and video on who to sign it. 
The sign for week w/c 21st September 2020 is:  breakfast 

https://www.signbsl.com/sign/breakfast 
 

Instructions:  Cupped secondary hand held in front of body. Primary hand mimes eating with a 
spoon from a bowl  

Each week a pupil at Grange 
Academy will give us their thoughts and 
comments on the Article of the Week. 
Ashlee (Pine): The government provide 
us with school and a good education.  

If some people can’t afford school 
dinners the government pays form 

them. 

UNICEF: Rights 
Respecting Schools Gold 

School 
Article of the Week 

Please talk to your 
children about the 
articles each week. 

Article 4 
The government has a responsibility to 
make sure your rights are protected. 
They must help your family to protect 

your rights and create an environment 
where you can grow and reach your 

potential.  

Jeans for Genes Friday 18th September 2020 

MacMillan Coffee Morning Friday 25th September 2020 

Well done to Elm and Sycamore class for 100% 
attendance this week. What a great start to the year. 

Awards and Grange Values 

Food For Life Award 
This academic year, Grange Academy is 
going to embark upon a journey to develop 
our culture of food education, healthy 
living, and wellbeing. We will be aiming to 

achieve The Food For Life Bronze Award in order to 
demonstrate that we’re serving up both fantastic food and 
providing an imaginative food education. We are on a 
journey of development, of which we invite both pupils and 
parents/carers to be a part of. Please keep an eye out in the 
school newsletter for more upcoming information. Thank you. 
Wellbeing  
We know that Covid has had a real impact of lots of us and 
often on our children. Let’s Talk is a new initiative at Grange 
Academy borne from an existing format that encourages 
students to talk about any worries or concerns. This exciting 
new concept is firmly rooted in our wellbeing support for 
students.  
Let’s Talk is a structured idea that opens dialogue and give 
the students a safe place to talk and can offer a validation 
to support their feelings along with possible solutions to find a 
suitable positive way forward. 
Parents are also welcome to contact us for support and we 
will be able to signpost or support as best we can. Please 
contact Mrs Fiona Blair to arrange a meeting. 
This year we are working towards gaining a National 
accredited Wellbeing Award. We are actively promoting 
emotional wellbeing and mental health for our staff and 
pupils. Please keep an eye out throughout the year for news 
and invites to exciting events.  

 
At Grange Academy all staff and pupils celebrate the main 
values of Belong, Believe and Achieve. Each fortnight the 
whole school will focus on one of the values under these 
headings. This term we will be exploring all of the values that 
help us to feel that we Believe in the school community. 
The value for w/c 21st September 2020 is belong 

Mrs Bailes has commented about one of our new students 
Demaris in Palm. Being very kind and supportive to another 

student in the class A good start to the Grange value of 
kindness.  


