16th December 2020
What a busy Autumn Term we have had at Grange Academy. We hope you have enjoyed reading the inspiring
and creative learning that has been happening in school. As this newsletter goes out we still have Primary
Christmas party, Christmas lunch and lots of activities going on in form classes.
We hope you and your families have a happy Christmas break and look forward to seeing pupils back in
January 2021.

Christmas Tree Festival
Friday 11th December 2020
Pupils and staff at Grange have been busy over the last few weeks making
decorations for a Christmas tree festival. Each class decorated a tree with the theme
‘Christmas food from around the world’. The pupils then visited the trees, had a go on
the tombola and had a hot chocolate. This event raised £95.75 for the Friends of
Grange.
The decorated trees were judged by Mrs Thomas and Mrs Morris. In third place was
Pine class, second place went to Cedar class and first place went to Willow class.
Pine Class: The students in Pine class said they thought the Christmas trees looked
amazing with their lights and stars. They also said they liked the Greek tree because
they have been learning about Greece this term and it reminded them of their Greek
tasting lesson when they had olives.
Jessica (Sycamore): I liked the tree festival because Mr Mills made us a hot chocolate
with a biscuit.
Jayden (Sycamore): I liked the Christmas tree festival because it was colourful and I
had a hot chocolate.
Ben (Acer): I liked blowing the balloons up to make the arch. I helped Mr Mills with the
hot chocolate.
Lolu (Acer): I made cabbages for the Christmas tree.
Bradley (Palm): I put the baubles on it and some silver tinsel. My food I made was
sausages and noodles.
Daniel (Palm): I made a turkey for the tree.
Tino (Palm): I got to make a gherkin for the tree decoration.
Ben (Elm): The Christmas Tree Festival was where all the trees were. Secondary, primary
and ASC all made trees and decorated them. It was about celebration. It was more
fun making the decorations as we got to listen to Christmas music when we made our
tree.
Baron (Elm): Our tree at the Christmas Tree Festival looked very nice. We had fancy
decoration. There was games there and I got a prize for numbers.
Jake (Elm): It was more fun to decorate the Christmas tree because there was lots of
chocolate on it. We also got to put Brussel sprouts!

1st—Willow

2nd—Cedar

3rd—Pine

Well done to the winning classes and everyone who took part in the festival!

Hazel Class Mini Christmas Fayre
This week in Hazel class its really
beginning to feel like Christmas.
We decorated our tree for the
Christmas Tree Festival. Hazel
class pulled out all the stops
putting strings of sweets,
pompom brussels sprouts, card and feather carrots,
Christmas puddings topped off with of course a turkey!
We sold cakes, made hot chocolate and had an arty
craft party to raise some money for a bird table in the
school kitchen garden.
Abiah. I enjoyed helping to make the hot chocolate and
sell the cakes. The hot chocolate had marshmallows on
top.
Kieran: I helped to set up the tables for the hot
chocolate and cakes. I helped to put the tree up and
decorate it.
Bella: I liked having cakes and hot chocolate. I did
some of the craft making a card. I helped to make and
colour the flags for the window.
Rebecca: I made a snowflake cake for the sale and
enjoyed helping to sell the cakes. I made a key ring too
Ethan: I came up with some good ideas for the fayre, I

helped make posters to
advertise it. I helped put the
tree up.
Taylon: I had some good ideas
for the Christmas fayre, I
helped to put some of the
posters up in the window. I
helped put the tree together
we had to match all the
numbers up with the branches.
Anna: I really enjoyed doing
the Christmas fayre. I was helping to do the craft table.
At the end of lunch, I counted the money, we made
£14.25
Dawid: I helped put the tree up then I helped to carry
the Christmas tree to the tree festival, some of the
decorations kept falling off, but it went back together ok
in the end.
Callum: I helped to make decorations for the tree, and
carried it over to the garden for the festival.
Kirsty: I helped with the craft table at morning break
time. I helped make the posters for the window and
decorations for the tree.

Cedar News
This week Cedar have been celebrating Christmas. For the Christmas
Tree Festival, we worked as a team and are proud of what we have
achieved together. We were thrilled to find that we came second in
the Christmas Tree Festival.
April: We asked parents and carers to donate tin cans of food to make
our tree for people who struggle to buy food.
Josiah: I enjoyed doing the cans because it was fun and a good
activity for us to do together.
Kelsey: We tried several times to build the tree and had some weird
shapes. In the end we found that a square worked best.
Chiara: We all built it together we had to match all of the colours up so
it would look better and it was easier for us to plan it.
Skye: We went to Acer class to make our Christmas tree. We used our
instructions to build each layer.
Lex: I We had to pack it layer by layer and then when we got to Acer
class we had to assemble it. It worked quite well.

Palm News
Demaris: I like to give presents to my family.
Katie: I love presents.
Tino: My favourite thing at Christmas time is eating
Christmas dinner with my family.
Bradley: I love spending time with my family and all sitting
down to Christmas dinner.
Patryk: My favourite thing about Christmas is eating turkey
and the pigs in blankets.
Parvir: My
favourite thing
about
Christmas is
opening
presents.
Daniel: At
Christmas I
really like
seeing Santa,
he brings me
presents.
Karenveer: I
love opening
presents at
Christmas.
Alex: I love
spending time
with my family
and opening
presents.

Maple News
Maple have been having fun making their entry for
the Christmas Tree Festival.
Saira: What we did for our Christmas tree is we made
different kinds of food from around the world. So I
made a prawn from Australia and other people
made things from different countries. And one from
Japan was KFC, that was a bit weird because I’ve
never seen someone eat KFC for Christmas.
Chibunna: So I liked making the prawns. So I did
neon orange and pink. Then the other one was blue,
purple, light blue and navy blue. Then other one was
yellow, gold and mustard. I liked decorating the
trees and I also enjoyed when me, Skye and Alex did
the Tinsel.
Adam: I liked decorating our tree. I played the
tombola and I won a pack of joke cards.
Tyrese: I bought some toothpaste from the shop at
the Christmas Tree Festival. I
liked my hot chocolate and
biscuit!
Alex: I liked drinking the hot
chocolate.
Keith: I played the fidget
spinner in the box. The best
part was the hot chocolate. I
liked the marshmallows.
Jerome: I won a purple teddy.
Skye: I loved my mouse and
the stuff we made for the
Christmas tree.
Kieran: I won loads of stuff on
the lolly game!

Beech Class News
This week Beech class have been getting in to the festive swing of things. We’ve
enjoyed Christmas jumper day and prepared for the Christmas Tree Festival. After
working hard all term, we’re now very much looking forward to the Christmas
break!
Oumar: On Friday, we wore Christmas jumpers to celebrate Christmas. We also
donated £1 to Save the Children. When we were at the Christmas Tree Festival, I
drank hot chocolate and ate biscuits. During the Christmas holiday, I am going
to watch football in my room.
Allan: The Christmas Tree Festival was very good because I loved the Beech
tree. The tree was just lovely to look at and the food looked really good. During
the Christmas holiday, I am going to sleep and have lots of fun with Mum, Dad,

Christopher and Laura.
Kade: Last week, I wanted to do more performing arts. I want double lessons for performing arts because it’s
really fun. Performing arts is my favourite lesson.
Grigoriy: Last week, to prepare for the Christmas Tree Festival, we drew pictures of all the countries around the
world celebrating Christmas. At the Christmas tree festival, we looked at all the trees decorated by each class.
We wore our Christmas jumpers to raise money for Save the Children. I’m looking forward to seeing my family at
Christmas.
John: We wore Christmas jumpers, on Friday, to celebrate Christmas and to raise money for Save the Children. I
am looking forward to opening my Christmas presents on Christmas day. In the
holidays, I am going to spend time with my family and play games with my
brother.
Logan: At the Christmas Tree Festival, I won a stuffed toy. It says stuff if you
pressed its tummy. There was also hot chocolate.
Tamsin: Last week, we were preparing for the Christmas Tree Festival. All of us
wore Christmas jumpers. I had hot chocolate and a biscuit. It was yummy.
During the Christmas holidays, my Grandad and my Nanny are staying over.
Chloe: We wore Christmas jumpers to help Save the Children. At the Christmas
Tree Festival, I enjoyed the hot chocolate with Grigoriy. During the Christmas
holiday, I will eat food and drink J2Os, open presents and colour in a book.
Kailey: Last week, we decorated the Christmas tree for the festival with
Christmas food from around the world. We wore Christmas jumpers and went to
see the Christmas trees.

Oak Class News
Oak had a wonderful time at the Christmas Tree Festival.
We were so excited to decorate our trees – we chose
Italy, as an homage to our Pizza topic earlier in the term.
We had such fun making salt dough pizza decorations,
pasta tinsel and little Italian flags to decorate our tree.
We loved playing the Tombola and shopping at the
Christmas gift shop in Acer class, practising our money
handling and life skills. It put us in a festive mood all day!
Ashmit: [signed] Christmas tree! [I had] hot chocolate.
Aishah: Oh the Christmas trees. Pizza! We had so fun with
the pizzas.
Ibrahim: I called my monkey snuggle, I got him from the
Christmas shop. I thought the trees were excellent.
Cody: The tree! I went to the Christmas store. I want to
go back there soon.
Toby: I like it! [Signed] pizza.
Amelia: The tree festival! I liked the candy canes, they
were balloons. I loved the pizza on the top.
Jeffrey: I like seeing that Christmas tree I love the pizza on
top.
Alfie: I like how we did the Christmas tree and we get to
have hot chocolate.
Steven: I like the other ones, with the other different flags
right next to our tree! I loved the balloon candy canes.
Ryan: My favourite tree! It had the pizza. Hot chocolate
was yummy.
Noah: It’s really cool with all the decorations. The hot
chocolate was good.

Acer Class
Acer Class have been very busy
on the run up to the Christmas
holidays. We wish everyone a
very merry Christmas.
Ben: In Maths we made
Christmas cakes by measuring
out the ingredients using scales
and measuring jugs. We also
made a pasta wreath.
Lolu: I made boats for the
Christmas tree. I put on the red star on the Christmas
tree. I made a circle Greek flag.
Oliver: We had a Christmas shop in the classroom. I
helped sell DVDs. We watched Mr Grinch by Dr Seuss.
Josh: I have been busy. I posted a letter to Santa. I
made a cabbage for the Christmas tree.
Allen: We have been learning about how Christmas
is celebrated in Greece. Children don’t get presents
until 1st January. Boys go carol singing on Christmas
Eve.
Marcus: I watched the Grinch film. I decorated a
chocolate log with sprinkles and chocolate butter
cream. I made a pasta wreath Christmas card and
put a green ‘Merry Christmas’ on it.
Max: I made a chocolate log with sprinkles and
raspberries on it. Today I decorated my Christmas
cake and made a Christmas card.
Harry:

Friends of Grange Raffle
A big thank you to everyone who bought tickets for our Grand Draw. These are some of the
lucky winners.
1st prize of £75.00 – Gemma Ingram
2nd prize of £50.00 – Debbie Caimino
3rd prize of £25.00 – Miss Atkinson

Secondary Hot Chocolate Fridays
Congratulations to the following students for showing exemplary manners, Grange Values and being excellent role
models.
Skye
Kelsey
Chiara
Malachi
Kyle C
Daniel
Katie
Patryk
Bradley
Karanveer

Tamsin
Chloe
Alexis
Mya
Abiah
Rebecca
Sohaib
Kirsty
April

Primary Star Cards
Mrs Thomas would like to say well done to all Primary students who have
completed their star cards.

Primary Art
Amelia has been attending Arts and Crafts Club and has created this fantastic Christmas
tree. Amelia was extremely proud of her achievement. Amelia is a polite, enthusiastic
and positive pupil who puts a lot of effort into making this tree. Amelia used a great many
fine motor skills to create this tree. Well done Amelia. Miss Cowan is very proud.

Food Tech Challenge
Christmas is nearly here and that means lots of tasty baking
is to be done.
Take a look at this video, making a gingerbread man with
a twist!
Have a go at making this at home, you could have this for
your Christmas day breakfast, have fun and Merry Christmas everyone.
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?
q=how+to+make+a+gingerbread+man+for+kids&&view=d
etail&mid=94ADDFA74F475EAB92B594ADDFA74F475EAB92B
5&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%
3Dhow%2Bto%2Bmake%2Ba%2Bgingerbread%2Bman%
2Bfor%2Bkids%26FORM%3DHDRSC4

Here is a recipe for more traditional gingerbread men. Yummy

Ash News
This week Ash class have
been writing letters to
Santa to ask for gifts for
Christmas. We have also
been practising saying
please and thank you. It is
important to say thank
you when someone gives

you a gift at Christmas.
Lucy: Dear Santa, I want chocolate please. Thank you.

Carter: I want big world (globe).
Big world is fun. Thank you
Santa.
Hamza: I like Lego please.
Alex: Dear Santa, I want
chocolate please.
Olivia: Olivia asked for dolls and
jigsaw puzzles.
Aneyk: I want paint please. I want blue paint. Thank you.

Pine News
Pine class have been using their maths skills to create wonderful Christmas
decorations for their families.
Gabriel: I made a little Christmas tree. I had to draw a template of a tree measure
different lengths with my ruler then I had to find sticks to match the length and
make a tree. I decorated with plastic beads.
Jamie: I made a snowman using a white sock and rice. I cut off the top of the
sock for a hat and I filled the sock with rice and tied a knot then I tied string
around the middle to make a head and body. I decorated it with buttons and an
orange felt nose.
Isaiah: Pine class had a maths competition and every maths sum we got right we
could choose a decoration for the tree. Ewan and Ashlee got the most right and I was good at answering
Christmas questions.
Ewan: I really enjoyed making candles because I had to measure how much
wax to use and I got to use the timer on the microwave. My candle turned out
beautifully and my family will love it.
Irfanul: I made a Christmas card and inside I put stars and patterns and a class
picture of my class wearing their Christmas jumpers.
Daniela: I made a special table candle for Mrs Heritage. I melted the wax in the
microwave and added scent to make it smell nice. I painted a snowman, a
Christmas tree, a penguin and a present with glass paints. It made me feel
happy making it for her, she will be surprised.
Ashlee: I made a candle jar with magic glass pens to go on our Christmas dinner
table. I drew a template of what I wanted to put on it first and then copied it
onto my jar. I wrote merry Christmas and drew a figgy pudding and a Christmas
tree. My mum loves candles and she will love it.

Sycamore News
Jessica: I like Christmas at Grange
because we do Christmas jumper
day and the Christmas dinner. I like
the Christmas dinner, we get to sit
with our class and form teachers and
we all have a chat. I liked the
Christmas Tree Festival because the
trees were lovely and colourful and I
had a hot chocolate.
Armaan: I think it’s nice that Grange
are still doing a lot at Christmas time,
especially as other schools are not
doing much because of COVID. I
liked going to the Christmas tree
festival, I got a lollipop.
Tia: I like spending time with my friends at Christmas time at
Grange.
Ben: I really like Christmas, it’s my favourite time of year. I like
my family all coming together we do a lot at Grange to
celebrate Christmas, we have Christmas jumper day,
Christmas dinner and form time Christmas parties. I liked going
to see the Christmas Tree Festival it looked lovely.
James: I like Christmas at Grange because normally go to
the Church for a carol service, unfortunately we cannot do
this this year but the staff at Grange still make it a fun time for
us at school. We can listen to carols in the form time and
watch Christmas films. Some of the trees at the Christmas
festival were really pretty, it looked like a Christmas market.
Jaiden: For the last day of term we get to chill out and
watch films, Mr Eden and Mrs Porter bring us lots of nice foods
to have while we watch the films.
Darren-Lee: I like Christmas at Grange because it’s nice to
see everyone happy and doing things together.
Tommy: I’m looking forward to the Christmas dinner this year
as the quality of food has improved this year so I’m hoping it
will be a lovely meal.

Walnut News
Walnut had a festive week, there were lots of
activities on.
Kyle: A person from Bedford Rugby Club came
to school for a session with some of us. We
learnt how to catch and throw the rugby ball
and then we played dodge ball.
Jasmin: we decorated the Christmas tree. I
drew a pitta bread from turkey. I put a
Christmas hat on it.
Mya: The Christmas tree festival was about
food from around the world. I drew a snail from
France with a Christmas hat on it. It was very
good.
Amy: I drew a burger from the USA, Miss said it
was really good. I eventually won a toy emu in
the Christmas raffle.
Oskar: I enjoyed decorating the tree, I drew
fish and chips from England.
Malachi: I wore a
Minecraft jumper for
Christmas jumper day.
Quintin: I went to the
Christmas tree festival and
bought a present for
someone.
Mayson: I made Yule log in
food tech. I ate it with my
family, it was really good.
Alexis: I liked making
paper chains for our class
room, we hung them
everywhere.

Elm Class
Elm class have not only been
enjoying the Christmas activities
but some of the class had a
session of rugby with Max from
Bedford Blues Rugby Club. We
warmed up doing some
throwing in the air and
catching. Then we were doing
running drills, passing drills and
we had lots of fun.

Rugby

Ben: I liked meeting Max because he taught me rugby
and I have never done it before. The best bit was
probably doing the
competition
because I tried
hard.
Naomi: I already
know them
Christmas Jumper Day
because I think
they came to my
Kyle: I liked Christmas jumper
old school. I love
day because I wore a Star Wars one and it reminds me sports and it was
of the empire. I like Christmas and Star Wars.
fun to get to do
Ben: it t was quite fun seeing everybody in their
extra. I learnt how
Christmas jumpers. The best one was probably
to pass and throw
Kashcan’s jumper because it was cool!
the rugby ball and
Baron: Christmas Jumper Day was actually very good
doing it behind my
and I also liked when we drew our own jumpers
back. It was easy
because I could add anything I wanted. I added the
and I was good at it. The rugby ball is different as its
nativity.
sharp at the ends not round.
Jake: Christmas Jumper Day was on Friday. I didn’t
Baron: learnt some things that are easy and hard. You
wear one but I liked seeing other people’s. Kaschan’s
always have to move and don’t keep standing where
was the funniest because it had reindeers presents and you are or else someone will run straight into you! The
baubles and on the back of his t-shirt it said TEAM
most fun bit was running away from Ben with the ball
MADDIX and I think that’s cool.
because I am speedy and I won.
James: I liked Christmas Jumper Day because I liked my Lucas: I liked the rugby. We passed the ball. I played
jumper. On my jumper I had reindeers and it was nice
with Ben and Jake. It was easy to pass to somebody
and warm and good when we were at Forest School.
else. It was tricky to pass a ball like that (shows us
Naomi: I wore a Christmas jumper and it had Rudolph
around the world on his body). The ball was a rugby
the Red Nosed Reindeer. He is my favourite character
ball and shaped like that big, oval.
because his nose lights up in the dark and I like singing
Jake: I learnt we have to pass forwards and every time
the song. I brought in £1 for the day.
we pass to another person we have to move back. Me
Kaschan: I liked it at Forest School because it was warm and Adam did the highest one. It was funny seeing
and toasty. At Christmas jumper day my mum sewed
Kaschan trip over and he went flying like an aeroplane
me a Christmas jumper which was peach coloured and but he was OK. The trickiest skill was throwing it up and
a t-shirt. It had lots of things on it and everyone thought clapping behind your back.
it was cool. All of my brothers and my mum have the
James: I went to the rugby with my friends. I was
same jumper. I like it when we match.
passing. I was running with the ball. The ball was
Harry: I wore a jumper that was warm, it had a reindeer different because it was a rugby ball not a football. The
and dinosaurs on it. I brought some money in and it will best bit was learning how to catch but rugby is
go to the charities to help other children. I like giving
dangerous because I got bopped on the head with it!
money to charity because it helps the world and I feel
Kaschan: Max was fun and made me laugh. It was fun
kind.
because I threw it too high and it was spinning but I
Ashantey: My jumper was a fox with reindeer antlers
catched (caught) it. I threw it again to high and then it
and it had a Christmas hats on the antlers. I would like
hit the roof and then hit my hard. I think it was so hard
to do the jumper day again because everyone was
to catch because it was curved and a funny shaped
laughing.
ball and it slipped.
Lucas: Christmas Jumper Day was good. I like my
jumper. It was warm. We saw lots of jumpers. I was
happy.

Willow Class
This week in Willow class we have participated in the Christmas
Tree Festival. We decided to theme our tree on desserts. We
spent some time during the week researching different desserts
from around the world and then even had a go at trying some of
them. We then made our chosen desserts which included stollen
from Germany and pierniczki from Poland. All of our hard work
paid off because we won the 1st prize!
Robert: I made candy canes and gingerbread men.
Kaleem: I am happy we won. Ours was the best!
Kajetan: I made gingerbread men.
Courtney: I liked how our tree was the winner and we made good
decorations.
Hannah: We won! I feel happy because we worked hard.
Ruby: I liked making the desserts from around the world. I learnt
about food from Poland and Italy. I liked making the stollen out of
dough.

Jordan: I made gingerbread men too.
Robin: I made the Christmas puddings for the tree. They looked so good!
Kaiden: I made the pierniczki and panettone. The panettone is from Italy!
Tristan: We won the Christmas tree competition. I was happy because I made lots of good decorations and ours
looked so good!
Max: I had fun decorating the tree and making the Christmas puddings.

Attendance
Congratulations to the 30 students who have achieved 100% attendance this Autumn
Term! Well done!!
61 students achieved 98% attendance and above! All of their names
were placed into a prize draw and 3 students were picked at random
and have won a gift voucher! Well done to you all!
Congratulations to:
Lucas (Elm)
Amelia (Oak)
Tristan (Willow)
Whole school attendance for the Autumn term is 96%
Congratulations to Palm Class who have achieved the highest
attendance this term with 98%! You have won a mufti day on Friday 8 th
January

Secondary Art
Beech class, Hazel class and Walnut class have been exploring the culture and
beliefs of the Aboriginal people.
Anna (Hazel Class): My favourite part of doing the Aboriginal project was
making the dots and chose which animal we wanted to use. I liked doing all the
dots.
Kirsty (Hazel Class): I liked doing the etching in the Aboriginal art because it very
cool to do. I liked listening to the story of the Aboriginal Rainbow Serpent
because we got to write about it along the picture of the rainbow snake in
curved lines.

Other Notices

Grange Diary Dates
*PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE AND TIME FOR THE END OF TERM*
Thursday 17th December 2020 at 1pm

End of Term

Tuesday 5th January 2021

Pupils Return to School

