
edford Inclusive Learning and 
Training Trust (BILTT) is delight-

ed to announce that they will be 
working with Bedford Borough to 
open a new free school for children 
with profound and multiple learning 
difficulties following a stringent 
bidding process for central govern-
ment funding.

The new school is expected to open in Septem-
ber 2020 and will offer 200 places for pupils aged 
3 to 19. Final details including: location and 
design have yet to be confirmed but the design 
will incorporate specialist facilities not currently 
available within Bedford Borough. The new 
school will join Grange Academy, St John’s 
Special School & College and Greys Education 
Centre as part of BILTT.

BILTT Chief Executive Terry Ashmore commented 
“This is a real ‘step-forward’ for the community of 
Bedford and we are looking forward to working 
with young people, families, Bedford Borough, 
Challenger Multi Academy Trust and the DfE to 
create an outstanding provision.”

Chair of BILTT Trust Board Rob Bell also 
welcomed the decision: “The Board and leader-
ship team are all excited to be working with 
Bedford Borough to provide more outstanding 

Government funding success
means a new specialist
Free School for Bedford

For more information contact: Terry Ashmore

Bedford Inclusive Learning
& Training Trust
Manor Drive, Kempston, Bedford, MK42 7AB

Email: info@biltt.org

B educational provision for our most vulnerable 
pupil populations. Statistics indicate the need for 
an additional 700 specialist SEN places in the 
Borough by 2030 and the commissioning of our 
new school is a great step to support continuing 
educational and lifetime outcome success for our 
students.”

Free School project partners, Challenger 
Multi-Academy Trust (CMAT) confirmed that they 
are “delighted to be working with BILTT on this 
new provision”. CMAT is a fully inclusive trust with 
two specialist provisions for children with social, 
emotional and mental health issues together 
with their mainstream academies in Bedford and 
Essex. Through their extensive work on ‘character 
education’ and ‘learning outside the classroom’ 
they are committed to promoting the wellbeing 
and achievements of all children, regardless of 
any barriers to learning, and allow them to grow 
as individuals. By working in partnership with 
BILTT they will enhance the new schools special-
ist expertise and deliver the very best outcomes 
for young people, their families and carers and 
the wider community in Bedford.

A Bedford Borough Council spokesman said: “The 
council is committed to providing high quality 
education provision for children and young 
people with special educational needs and 
disabilities, as close to home as possible. This 
proposed school will increase capacity,
develop greater specialisms and ease the 
growing pressure on current capacity.”


