
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development 
 

 

Spiritual development 

 

 

Examples of spiritual development of pupils: 

 

• Fascination with nature. For instance, describing the multi-sensory features of 

a leaf. Exploring the local environment. 

• Concept of infinity in Maths can be effectively explained through the religious 

idea of life or spirit enduring forever. 

• Use of food to develop pupils’ interests in and respect for different people’s 

culture, faiths and values. 

• Use imagination and creativity to solve problems. For example, applying 

acquired knowledge to solve new problems. I don’t know if 2020 is in the five 

times table, but I do know all numbers in the five times table finish with a zero 

or a five, therefore… 

• Pupils considering the development of pattern in different cultures including 

work on tessellations such as using Rangoli designs or the use of religious 

symbols for symmetry. 

 

  

Moral development 

 

Examples of moral development of pupils: 

 

• Support pupils to find moral messages within stories. For example, ask pupils to 

state why a character acted in the way they did? What is right or wrong? What 

would you have done if you were that person? Alternatively, give the pupils a 

controversial opinion about a character’s actions and ask them state if they 

agree or disagree. 

• Define key aspects relating to prejudice and discrimination (e.g. ageism, 

sexism, and homophobia) with pupils. Use visual prompts of these words to 

support pupils to identify prejudice and discrimination within stories, poems, 

films etc. 

• Pose ‘moral dilemma scenarios’. For instance, “There is only one medicine that 

will make Jim’s mother better. The family can’t afford to buy it. Should Jim steel 

it?” 

• Use a ‘mock court’ setting to support pupils to hear different view and make a 

morally sound decision. 

• Use of verbatim theatre (real life interviews relating to real life events, repeated 

by actors) as a platform to develop pupils moral understanding. 

• Use debate as a platform to develop pupils’ moral understanding. 

• Use of sport to understand morality, as well as rules and consequences. 

• Pupils conduct an opinion survey on a moral issue 



 

 

 

 

  

Social development 

 

Examples of social development of pupils: 

 

• Seize opportunities to support pupils to feel proud of their achievements and 

to recognise achievement in others work and behaviour. 

• Encourage pupils to work hard and behave well for themselves (make 

friendships, feel proud, secure opportunities) as well as to obtain rewards. 

• Support pupils to keep trying in order that learn to show resilience when 

tackling hard work. 

• Support systems and a culture in which pupils are modelling, supporting and 

setting expectations of attitudes to learning for other pupils. 

• So regarding: personalities and emotions, basic social skills and basic social 

rules, conversation skills, problem solving and assertiveness. 

• Comic strip conversations and role play to share social scripts and develop 

empathy. 

• Through playing team games and activities as lesson starters to develop focus 

and social skills. 

 

 

Cultural Development 

 

Examples of cultural development of pupils: 

 

• Some parents may be able to email pictures from home. This may contain 

culturally specific celebrations that can support, with parents’ consent, whole 

class learning. 

• Use of current affairs to discuss Britain’s democratic parliamentary system. 

• Sporting and cultural events can be used to develop pupils’ appreciation and 

engagement with life in Modern Britain. 

• Exploring the idea of why people look different. Celebration of diversity. 

• Through art (colour, cultural specific art, style, and religious symbols) pupils can 

develop respect for diversity and understand and appreciate a range of 

different religious, ethnic and socio-economic groups in the local, national and 

global communities… 

• Weekly assemblies which may focus on cultural issues to develop pupils’ 

awareness and understanding of cultural diversity. 

• Pupils to have the ability to use exchange rates for foreign travel when learning 

about Financial Capability. 

• Allowing discussion on the cultural and historical roots of mathematics, such 

Pythagoras’ theorem. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whole school, cross-curricular approach 

 

Many areas across the curriculum provide opportunities for pupils to: 

 

• Listen and talk to each other. 

• Learn an awareness of treating all as equals, accepting people who are 

different because of physical and learning difficulties. 

• Agree and disagree. 

• Experience good role models. 

• Take turns and share equipment. 

• Work co-operatively and collaboratively. 

  

We use the following methods to help pupils develop an understanding of 

how they can influence decision-making through the democratic process: 

 

• Electing School Parliament members and House Captains 

• Hearing pupils’ voice through pupil surveys 

• Appointing Reading Buddies to support other pupils 

• Recruiting Dinner Hall helpers and Librarians 

• Voting on charities to support 

• Issuing pupil exit questionnaires, in particular for pupils leaving the school, for 

example, those moving onto the next stage in their education 

• Writing balanced arguments in English lessons 

• Providing pupils with opportunities to take part in debates and public speaking 

activities 

  

We use the following methods to help pupils develop an understanding of 

the rule of law: 

 

• Setting high expectations for attendance, punctuality and behaviour 

• Setting classroom and school rules 

• Teaching pupils about health and safety laws, including e-safety laws, relevant 

to the school setting 

• Teaching pupils about the roles of all those who help us, including staff 

members, emergency services, friends and family 

• Teaching pupils about the role of the monarchy and of previous monarchies 

• Providing pupils with opportunities to celebrate the lives of people who have 

influenced the course of history 



• Encouraging pupils to behave appropriately at mealtimes. 

  

We use the following methods to help pupils develop an understanding of 

different faiths and beliefs: 

 

• Celebrating differences and similarities through cultural event days, for 

example, International Day 

• Arranging trips to places of worship 

• Teaching about different beliefs and cultures 

• Exploring morals through lessons, stories and assemblies 

• RE lessons 

  

Additional practical activities to encourage pupils’ SMSC development 

include: 

 

• Working together in different groupings and situations. 

• Meeting people from different cultures and countries. 

• Participating in a variety of different educational visits. 

• Participating in live performances. 

• Studying literature and art from different cultures, supported by visits from 

writers and artists and participation in workshops. 

• Hearing and seeing live performances by professional actors, dancers and 

musicians. 

• Making and evaluating food from other countries. 

• Studying the contributions to society that certain famous people have made. 

  

Teachers will help pupils’ SMSC development by: 

 

• Encouraging teamwork in PE and games. 

• Encouraging an appreciation of, and respect for, the work and performance 

of other pupils, regardless of ability. 

• Using form times to explore important aspects of both British heritage and other 

cultures, e.g. festival days, Remembrance Day and global events. 


