ASC Curriculum
The ASC Curriculum delivered at Grange Academy caters for pupils from
primary age, through to preparing for adulthood at age sixteen.
The ASC curriculum is underpinned by the TEACCH approach and is
delivered through topic-based learning to develop understanding of the
world, and has a significant emphasis on Life Skills. All learning is pupil-centred
and focused around pupils’ individual Education Health Care Plans.

Intent
The overarching aim of the Grange ASC curriculum is to ensure that pupils
with autism are prepared for adulthood, develop independence and have
the ability to engage with the world around them.
This topic-based creative curriculum aims to inspire learning and to support
any difficulties that may present due to autism. The ASC curriculum instils key
skills in communication, reading, writing and numeracy, and applies them
across all subjects, explicitly teaching pupils to generalise their learning and
make connections across contexts. The curriculum intends to ensure that
pupils are confident applying these academic skills into real life contexts to
enable independence in the home, employment, and out in the local
community in order to live fulfilled futures.

The ASC curriculum focuses greatly upon ‘learning for life’, in order to help
pupils to become increasingly self-reliant, to be effective communicators, to
reduce anxiety, and to have an understanding of experiences, people, and
daily life. The aim is to for Grange pupils to be successful and to become
moral citizens with a holistic set of core values as aligned to our Grange/British
Values and Unicef Rights Respecting Charter.

Implementation
The foundation of the ASC curriculum is each pupil’s individualised EHCP
targets which provide the underlying basis for their learning. Therefore, it is a
bespoke curriculum that is flexible and adaptable dependent upon the
cohort of pupils in each class. Both the primary and secondary ASC
curriculums draw upon a range of engaging and thought provoking topics
across subject areas, which inspire learning and embed the Grange values,
rights of the child, and a range of SMSC opportunities.
Pupils are nurtured and explicitly taught how to learn, whereby programs
such as Attention Autism teach pupils how to take notice and sustain
attention. All learning is supported by visuals; symbols, photographs, real
objects, and demonstrations. Teachers demonstrate skills/tasks which they
have broken down into small in order to scaffold learning and enable pupil
progress. Pupils are provided with life changing experiences and
opportunities that shape the way in which they interact and understand the
world around them, for example, a range of educational visits.
Pupils learn through a range of sensory and real life experiences in order to
aid understanding. Programs such as sensory circuits and TACPAC support
pupils’ ability to regulate their bodies and to develop early communication.
The way in which pupils’ emotional and sensory needs are met is embedded
as part of the ASC curriculum. Pupils are taught by some subject-specific
teachers, for example, for PE, Food Technology, and Design Technology in
order to access learning in subject-specific environments and access
specialist input.
Teaching is underpinned by the TEACCH approach, whereby predictable
routines, high levels of structure and the use of visual cues enable pupil
progress. The classroom environments are clearly organised and accessible
for pupils with autism. Visual schedules support pupils to understand the
sequence of events of the day. A range of AAC is used to facilitate
expressive and receptive communication.

Impact
Pupils in the ASC provision at Grange Academy each have their own learning
journey whereby they are able to progress to their fullest potential due to the

individualised and bespoke curriculum that they receive, and the
experiences and opportunities that are provided for them.
Pupils build positive relationships with staff and develop an interest in learning.
They become proactive in their own education and leave Grange with
qualifications and skills appropriate to their future.
Pupils learn how to confidently communicate their wants, needs, and
opinions and function with greater independence and life skills. They develop
emotional literacy and learn how to recognise emotions and how to selfregulate.
The ASC curriculum teaches pupils to partake and engage with interests and
experiences outside their comfort zone/immediate interests. It broadens
pupils’ horizons and enables them to learn about and interact with the world
around them.

Long Term Topics Overview
Primary ASC Provision
Term

2019/20

2020/21

2021/22

Autumn

Dig, Dig

Fire and Ice

There’s no place
like home

Spring

Drip Drop Hot

Things that go

People who help us

(Weather, Water)

(Travel and Transport)

Summer

(Dinosaurs)

It’s Good to be Me

(Real life superheroes)

Turrets and Tiaras Beside the seaside

Secondary ASC Provision
Term
Autumn
Spring
Summer

2019/20

2020/21

2021/22

The Victorians

Myths and
Legends

Homelessness

Climate and
Weather

Travel and
Adventure

Shakespeare

Animal Rights

Machines and
Inventions

Planet Earth

